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Believe It or J^ot 


The person who said of life insurance that ‘‘You have to die to beat it” was 
wrong'. 

Life insurance companies pay out more money to living policyholders than to 
beneficiaries of dead policyholders- 

For example, if you are 30 years old, and have an endowment policy, your 
chances of collecting it yourself are great, because 7 out of every 10 men age 30 live 
to be age 60. 

However, if you wait to age 45 for life insurance, you may be unable to get it, 
because 1 out of every 20 applicants at age 45 is rejected as uninsurable, which is five 
times as many as die at that age. 

But if you do die and have life insurance, perhaps your widow will feel as grate- 
ful as the one who wrote us the following in January, 1936; 


“I want to thank you for the check which I received on the death of my 
dear husband- It certainly comes in handy for me and my five children. 

“Since he joined he was very proud to be a member of the Union Co- 
operative Insurance Co„ and at his death his fellow workers and members 
of his Local Union were very kind to me and my family, and their loyalty I 
will never forget. I think it is a wonderful organization and I hope it will 
continue to be successful in all of its undertakings,” 


So, believe it or not, life insurance is worth while, for you and for the benefit of 
your loved ones. 


Union Cooperative Insurance 
Association 

(A legal reserve life insurance company) 


1200 Fifteenth Street, N.W. 


Washington, D. C. 
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Magazine Chat 

The ethica of the daily press 
are probably at the lowest of 
any period in journaiistic his- 
tory. More downright editor- 
ializing is done in the news 
columns today than at any other 
time. There is more distortion 
of truth ; there is more wilful 
misleading of readers. 


Editorials screech propa- 
ganda every day. Artful spe- 
cial wfriters distribute canned 
opinions through syndicates, 
which would not have been 
tolerated as a principle of good 
journalism 20 years ago. 


Labor people ought to be on 
guard constantly from drawing 
their conclusions about any 
national problem or any labor 
problem from what they see in 
the daily press. They should 
read their own weekly labor 
papers and they should depend 
on their monthly magazines of 
the international organizations. 
They should keep dose to their 
union officials and they should 
write to government bureaus in 
Washington for real informa- 
tion. They should, above all 
else, refuse to read the nasty, 
unethical and bad journalistic 
propaganda of the yellow press. 


Labor journalism has some- 
what Improved during the last 
five years. It should further 
improA^e. Labor can do a great 
service to itself by supporting 
its own news organs and re- 
quiring that they perform a 
better and better service to the 
readers. 


This edition of the Journal is 
a kind of tribute to the success 
of brother members in the field 
of politics. On page 73 you will 
find a picture of Rivington A, 
Cook, who has become assistant 
deputy sheriff of Queens 
County, N, Y. He is a member 
of L. U, No. 3. On page 74 
appeps a photograph of Joe 
Dolejs, of Cleveland, who sits 
on the city council representing 
labor. On page 75 appears the 
likeness of John E. Breiden- 
bach, of Dayton, who again led 
the field in the city elections 
which victory allows him to 
head the city commission. On 
page 80 you see the likeness of 
E. J. Brown appointed to the 
Board of Regents of the Uni- 
versity of TVisconsin. 
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Joy in Wall Street 

By Charles A. Lindbergh, Sr. 



This is the war stock soaring high 
That brings all the joy to Wall Street. 

This is the gambler, wild of eye. 

Who shares with his broker, brisk and spry, 
The profit in war stock, soaring high, 

That brings all the joy to Wall Street. 

So this is the list of what they buy: 

An orphaned infant's feeble cry, 

A widowed woman’s sob and sigh, 

A field of graves where the dead may lie, 

A shambles where thousands daily die, 

A billion shells that in battle fly. 

Gladness glows in the gambler’s eye. 

As he shares with the broker, brisk and spry. 
The profits in war stock, soaring high. 

That bring all the joy to Wall Street. 


(Charles A. Lindbergh, is the late father of the famous 
flyer, fighter against war in 1914-18.) 
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Two Words Might Effectuate Constitution 


I 

T he Hot Stove League is discussing 
something c3se besides baseball this 
winter. 

Under glowering skieg John America 
is searching his soul for enlightenment. 
Recent decisions of the United States 
Supreme Court have thrown in clear 
outline the fact that America stands at 
the crossroads. These decisions have 
sharpened the issue as between the old 
and new economy, and old and new 
statesmanship in these United States* 
If the Constitution still holds and if the 
spirit of our democratic institutions is 
not dead, members of the Hot Stove 
League- — John America himself — will ul- 
timately decide the issue, that is, what 
kind of economy and what kind of mod- 
ern government we are to have in this 
country* 

Contemporary historians point out 
that public affairs in America have 
reached a point which resembles public 
affairs in the United States just before 
the Constitutional Convention of 1781 
or public affairs just before the Civil 
War* 

With this difference, however, there is 
an acrid tone of cynlcifim underlying 
everything that has been written about 
Supreme Court decisions of recent date, 
and a lessening of respect all along the 
line for the high tribunal* Whatever oc- 
curs, it is likely that 1 B3G will be pointed 
out by future historians as the year in 
which Americans began to regard the 
Supreme Court as an aggregate of hu- 
man beings, class animosities and po- 
litical passions, rather than a divine in- 
stitution resembling a national holy of 
holies. 

DifFeretices of Opinion Revealed 

No clear line of action has appeared 
thus far and no leadership has been de- 
clared by any group within the common* 
wealth looking toward reform or sweep- 
ing change. Thus far discussion has 
centered in the following topics: 

1* Constitutional amendment sharply 
limiting the power of the Supreme Court 
to declare laws paeaed by Congress un- 
constitutional. 

2* Limiting the power of the judiciary 
by congressional statute. 

3* Denying to any federal court below 
the rank of Supreme Court the right of 
declaring the acts of Congress uncon- 
stitutional. 

4. Increasing the majority of the 


America is at crossroads. Much 
self-searching is evident. Camps 
divided. One group declares 
Constitution adequate. Another 
stands for amendment. Storm 
broods over Supreme Court* 


Sunreme Court from five to seven, as 
necessary to declaring an act of Con- 
gress unconstitutional. 

5. Changing the complexion of the 
Supreme Court by the President’s ap- 
pointment of additional justices* 

The cynicism referred to does not ex- 
tend, it is reported in Washington, 
merely to lay critics of the court* 

It is said that the sharp division as be- 
tween six and three juBtices, indicated 
by the AAA decision, has extended to 
the point that a coolness has grown up 
between the judges and that some of 
them do not speak to each other. 

Bia« Clearly Shown 

The theory of the Supreme Court 
which its friends like to have the rank 
and file of the American people hold is 
that it is a disinterested tribunal far 
removed from the hurly-burly of party 
politics and class animosity, sitting 
in lonely grandeur upon Olympus and 
rendering decisions which are models of 
lucid thinking and noble Justice* Any 
one reading the majority and minority 
decision is aware that this can hardly 
be true because the controversy is so 
sharply defined within the decisions 
themselves. 

The minority decision rendered by 
Justice Stone contains invective which 
must have wounded the dignity of some 
of his colleagues* He said : 

^^The suggestion that it (taxing power 
of the government) must now be cur- 
ini led by judicial fiat because it may be 
abused by unwise use hardly rises to the 
dignity of argument. So may judicial 
power he abused.” 

All through his decision Justice Stone 
skillfully exposes the childishness of the 
majority decision. He goes on to say: 
**The limitation (that is, government 
can not specify how tax money shall be 
spent) now sanctioned must lead to ab- 
surd con.sequences. The government 
may give seeds to farmers, but may not 
condition the gift upon their being 


planted in places where they are most 
needed or even planted at all. The gov- 
ernment may give money to the unem- 
ployed, but may not a.sk that those who 
get shall give labor in return, or even 
use it to support their families* It may 
give money to sufferers from earth- 
quake, fire, tornado, pestilence or flood, 
but may not impose conditions— health 
precautions designed to prevent the 
spread of disease, or induce the move- 
ment of population to safer or more sani- 
tary areas.” 

After delivering this analysis. Justice 
Stone gives the gist of the minority de- 
cision thus: 

"If the expenditure is Cor a national 
public purpose, that purpose will not be 
thwarted because payment is on condi- 
tion which will advance that purpose.” 

Who Rettrain« Court? 

Earlier in the decision Justice Stone 
openly criticized the trend of judicial de- 
cision in the high tribunal: 

■*The power of the courts,” he says, 
“to declare a statute unconstltntiona! is 
subject to two guiding principles of de- 
cision which ought never to be absent 
from judicial consciousness. One is that 
courts are concerned only with the power 
to enact statutes, not with their wis- 
dom* The other is that while unconsti- 
tutional ei^ercise of power by the execu- 
tive and legislative branches of the gov 
ernment is subject to judicial restraint, 
the only check upon our own exercise 
of power is our own sense of self-re- 
straint. For the removal of unwise laws 
from the statute book appeal lies not to 
the courts but to the ballot and to the 
processes of democratic government.” 

In short, Justice Stone puts the matter 
up to John America. If this cynicism 
appears in the official decision of the 
court itself, it is no wonder that hun- 
dreds of thousands of Americans are 
asking, where do we go from here? It is 
no wonder either that they are viewing 
the court as a very human institution 
and as an instrument of the ruling class. 

It is significant that big business made 
no criticism of the decision of the ma- 
jority and that the kept press generally 
commended the court for its wiping out 
of New Deal legislation* The Public 
Utility Fortnightly, a magazine devoted 
to public utility affairs and generally re- 
garded as being financed by the private 
utilities in Washington, devoted one-half 
of its current issue to pictures of the 
Supreme Court justices, of the new Su* 
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CONGRESS SHALL HAVE POWER TO REGULATE COMMERC^MONG THE STATES 


Om amendment to the commerce ctaose now auffReated, but would not eouct Interpretations nullify It? 


preme Court building and to laudation 
of the Supreme Court, 

All Corporalicm Lawyer* 

It is interesting to look at the human 
side of the six justices who passionately 
rendered the majority decision: 

Chief Justice Hughes was one-time 
Republican candidate for President 
Owen J, Roberts, who rendered the 
decision, was for a long time attorney 
for the Pennsylvania Railroad, 

Pierce Butler was for many years at- 
torney for the Great Northern Railroad 
and other big corporations, 

Willis Van Devanter was at one time 
chairman of the Wyoming Republican 
State Committee, a delegate to the Re- 
publican National Convention and a 
member of the Republican National 
Committee, 

George Sutherland was a delegate to 
the Republican National Convention and 
Republican member of the Fifty-seventh 
Congress and U. S, Senate, 

James C, McReynolds was a long time 
in practice in New York, handling cases 
for big corporations. 

It is not supposed that these big busi- 
ness attorneys simply by sitting upon 
the bench of the Supreme Court have 
lost aH their interest in class politics. 
Some years ago students in the Yale 
Law School were scanning decisions ren- 
dered by Justice Butler in behalf of the 
majority of the Supreme Court. They 
had been reading some briefs that Attor- 
ney Butler had prepared for some rail- 
roads and they discovered that Justice 
Butler had generously borrowed word 
for word in his decision excerpts from 
his own briefs as special pleader for the 
railroads. 

Slate Right* Again 

Justice Roberts based his decision on 
the argument that the AAA virtually 
wiped out state rights. Justice Stone 
replied: 

"The presumption of constitutionality 
of a statute is not to be overturned by 
an assertion of its coercive effect which 
rests on nothing more substantial than 
groundleBs speculation.** 

II 

The issue then has been drawn be- 
tween the Constitution and the court- 
interpreted Constitution, Labor has a 
big stake in the solution of the given 
dilemma. The more recent decisions of 
the United States Supreme Court have 
not surprised labor. Labor has been 
aware for at least 15 years that the 
court has not ruled with single-handed 
justice. Labor recalls the friendliness of 
the court to trade associations and the 


hostility to labor unions. The Hardwood 
Case is vivid in labor’s memory and the 
Stoneeuttera* Case has brought disil- 
lusionment to labor over a long period of 
time. 

La Follctle Hit Court Hard 

As early as 1924 when Senator Robert 
M. La Follette was running for Presi- 
dent, with the endorsement of the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor, the whole 
question of judicial usurpation was 
faced- It is of importance now to scan 
some of the statements of Candidate 
La Follette on the court, 

“We have never faced the fundamen- 
tal issue of judicial usurpation squarely 
with a determination to make an end of 
it once and for all. 

“The time has now come to do so. It 
would require a dozen constitutional 
amendments to correct the evils of the 
decisions which the court has handed 
down within the past three or four years. 

“The time has come when we must 
put the ax to the root of this monstrous 
growth upon the body of our govern- 
ment, The usurped power of the fed- 
eral courts must be taken away at one 
stroke and the federal judges must be 
made responsive to the basic principle 
of this government. 

“Constitutions and statutes and all 
the complex details of government are 
ordained, established, and supported for 
the sole purpose of expressing and exe- 
cuting the sovereign will of the people.** 

Again: 

“The ballot should be the safeguard 
against bloodshed and anarchy. Wise 
men will look to the future through the 
history of the past. They will desire to 
avoid the throes of revolution by force 
by peaceful change through the ballot 
and we will win. We shall not, we must 
not, let this thing go on to bloody 
tragedy. 

“Government must be made more re- 
sponsible to the people. Life teims 
should be abolished. The appointing 
power should be limited to administra- 
tive officers. Federal judges with powers 
greater than the Congress should be 
subject to election by the people, as 
judges are in the state courts. Upon 
their records as judges they should be 
required to go to the people/* 

Limitation Upon Nation** Growth 

A tragic significance of court limita- 
tions upon the Constitution by the ma- 
jority is that the court-interpreted Con- 
stitution is set up as a barrier to 
reform. The Supreme Court says you 
shall go BO far and no farther. No matter 
what the needs of the people are, an en- 
lightened government can not meet those 


needs because, aa the court says, the Con- 
stitution will not permit it. This means, 
of course, that the court has arrayed the 
Constitution against the needs of the 
people, and the people either will have 
to suffer irreparably, or the Constitution 
will have to give way. 

Many men are saying that the Consti- 
tution is fully adequate, and the bril- 
liant minority decision appears to take 
this position. Others say that the Con- 
stitution should be amended. The Con- 
stitution says; “That Congress shall 
have power to regulate commerce with 
foreign nations among the several states 
and with the Indian tribes,” Those who 
have an amendatory mind declare that 
this should read “That Congress shall 
have power to regulate commerce, indus- 
try and agriculture among the several 
states.” 

It should be noted that within the 
whole Constitution no such words as in- 
terstate and intrastate appear. These 
entered the legal picture via the court 
route. The Supreme Court with its 
court-interpreted Constitution has given 
the American people their severest prob- 
lem in a generation. Something must 
be done about it, and in the doing labor 
shall have a large share. 


Two Views Adverse to Court 

Two vigorous attacks upon the court 
from high authorities. Senator Black, 
of Alabama, and Howard Lee McBain, 
professor of constitutional law at 
Columbia University, have attracted 
wide attention. 

Senalor Black; 

“The Supreme Court majority, by its 
AAA decision, has swept more legis- 
lative power into the nation’s capital 
than any act in 60 years and then has 
appropriated it for an appointive court,** 
Sen, Hugo Black (D., Ala.) said in an 
interview with Washington Daily News. 

Real Effect Not Realized 

“The real effect of the decision,** he 
said, “is not restrictive of the federal 
government's right to legislate; on the 
contrary, it gives the government for the 
first time a broad right to collect taxes 
for the 'general welfare/ 

"The opportunity for the federal gov- 
ernment to act in promoting general 
welfare is as broad as the general wel- 
fare itself. The Hamiltonian concep- 
tion of power to legislate for the general 
welfare has been adopted by the court. 
The strict constructionist school has al- 
ways insisted that the power to legislate 
for the general welfare was limited by 
(Conti no r*<l nn pa^ IMJ> 
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FINGER OF DESTINY POINTS WAY 


“The core of my conclusions is that business in its main 
aspects has ceased to be of purely local significance; that all 
its parts are inter-dependent, composing in that larger view 
a single national enterprise; that these parts are highly 
unstable; that we dare not for fear of chaos, allow these 
instabilities to run their course; that we must, if we would 
keep the economic machine from crushing the men whose 
backs support it, design, national policies to steady it and 
that the Constitution does not confer sufficient national 
power for such purposes, * • * 

“I suggest, therefore, an amendment giving to Congress 
the power to enact such laws as in its judgment are reason- 
ably designed to promote the economic welfare of the 
United States*” 

LLOYD GARRISON, 

Dean of University of Wisconsin Law School. 

*^Or he can accept the challenge as a political one, which 
it is, and go to the country to determine whether the people 
want to be governed by their elected President and their 
elected Congress or by a lame-duck judicial dictatorship* 

"There is no use being dainty any longer in discussing 
the court* It is in politics up to its neck. It can no longer 
claim the immunity from political discussion which a purely 
judicial body properly enjoys. Since it is vetoing acts of 
Congress right and left it is no more immune from discus- 
sion than the President is immune when h© vetoes an act of 
Congress/' 

RAYMOND CLAPPER, 
Special writer, Scripps-Howard Newspapers* 

"It is inconceivable, I said in Atlanta recently, that the 
people of America will freeze and starve to death in the 
presence of unparalleled natural wealth and technical 
capacities, 

“If this is so we may expect reaction that will lead to a 
constitutional amendment, restoring to the U. S. Govern- 
ment powers already in the Constitution — powers well 
understood by the men who made the Constitution, espe- 
cially *41exander Hamilton/' 

CHARLES A. BEARD, 
Foremost Historian, 


"The courts have assumed the anthority to set them- 
selves up as the supreme dictators of the laws of the land 
by twisting and distorting the Constitution and interpolat- 
ing the political views of judges into the Constitution, * * * 
“In the final analysis the country finds itself at the 
mercy of an oligarchy of nine men who are not responsible 
to the people for their decisions and who were not selected 
by the people, but appointed to their places for life. * * * 
"As a rule, a man's political ideas are. the result of his 
environment and the atmosphere which surrounds him. * * * 
“We aro under a Constitution, but the Constitution is 
what the judges say it ia*'' 

O. H, CROSS, 
Congressman of Texas. 


“Where do we go from here? Too early to say* Prob- 
ably, first, an attempt to make a law that will fit the views 
of the Supreme Court* If that fails, then there is just one 
other route* If the problem must be handled, as we believe 
it must, as a national one, that route is a constitutional 
amendment* Should that finally prove necessary, we pre- 
dict both Republicans and Democrats will be found joining 
in support. We believe the farm problem cannot be solved 
along state lines and that it will continue to plague admin- 
istrations of whatever political faith until it is settled on a 
country-wide scale*” 

LOWELL MELLETT, 
Editor, Washington News. 


“Sincerely, steadfastly, the President refuses to believe 
that the framers of the Constitution meant to tie the hands 
of posterity until the end of time, denying future generations 
freedom of action in meeting the problems presented by 150 
years of change. Like Abraham Lincoln, who put forth the 
Emancipation Proclamation in full faith that the gpat docu- 
ment was never designed to embalm evils and unjustice, he 
rejects the theory that the Constitution was intended to 
stand as a barrier against social and spiritual progress* He 
knows, as few seem to remember, that the founding fathers 
were not doddering octogenarians, fearful of change, hut 
young and ardent men who had just thrown off the shackles 
of old-TVorld despotism. Even with Franklin's Si and Wash- 
ington's 55, the average age came under 40* - 

“The thing that has come to be called the New Deal is 


Franklin Roosevelt's conscientious deliberated effort to con- 
tinue the Constitution as a truth and a hope, not as a mere 
collection of obsolete phrases* Believing that the vast and 
bewildering changes in American life compel new objectives 
in human relations, the laws that he has proposed are frank 
attempts to gain those objectives and nothing is more cer- 
tain than that he will keep up the drive with all the force of 
his being and all the power of his office. 

"With respect to their future, his mind is equally calm 
and his purpose equally clear* In the next few months, the 
Supreme Court will hand down fresh pronouncements with 
respect to the New Deal laws, and it is possible that the 
President will get another licking. If so, much will depend 
on the language of the lickingl In event that unconstitu- 
tion a Uty is found, perhaps the decisions will point the way 
to statutory amendments. This is the hope. 

"If, however, the Constitution is construed technically; 
if it is held that 160 years of change have no bearing on the 
case and that the present generation is powerless to meet 
social and economic problems that were not within the 
knowledge of the founding fathers and, therefore, not made 
the subject of their specific consideration, then the Presi- 
dent will have no other alternative than to go to the country 
with a constitutional amendment that will lift the Dead 
Hand, giving the people of today the right to deal with 
today's vital issues*” 

GEORGE CREEL, 

in Collier’s Weekly* 


"But if the Constitution is to be conserved from the 
wild and reckless attacks mad© upon it by the sabotaging 
six it will probably be necessary to pass an amendment. 
Essentially this will be a matter of restoration and not of 
change. * * * 

“The people of America at© rather tardy in realizing 
the fact that the structure of the basic document has been 
very radically altered by the ruling majority of the court. 
If there were any true sincerity behind the announced 
purposes of the Liberty League, its first activity would 
necessarily be an attempt to keep the Supreme Court from 
kicking the Constitution around.” 

HEYWOOD BROUN, 
President, .American Newspaper Guild* 


“The disturbing issue here is not whether the Constitu-* 
tion should be amended or whether the Supreme Court’s 
power should be curbed* 

“The question concerns the stretching and twisting of 
the Constitution by six Supreme Court Justices so as to 
make their personal economic opinions binding upon 128,- 
000,000 people* 

"Many intelligent and conservative Americans, after 
reading the magnificent dissent of Justice Stone, are waken- 
ing to the fact that usurpation or abuse of power by the 
judiciary is as intolerable in a democracy as any other 
usurpation or abuse of power. 

“People have not forgotten that the tariff on sugar was 
constitutional — a tariff enacted solely to benefit a small 
group of sugar-beet growers. They haven't forgotten 
*Smoot of Ute/ who shamelessly engineered that tariff. They 
have not forgotten how that tariff ruined Cuba and dealt 
Puerto Rico and the Philippines terrific economic blows, 
while every American housewife paid an extortionate levy 
on the family sugar bowl* 

“The American people are not blind. Nor are they 
stupid. All the pomp and ceremony and the black robes of 
the Justices of the Supreme Court cannot obscure the fact 
that the court’s majority, for decades, has consistently 
found the wishes of the vested interests to be constitutional 
and the needs of the people unconstitutional/’ 

J, DAVID STERN, 

New York Post* 


“The cost of th© AAA decision, if it ia followed by 
others like it, may well he to make effective government 
virtually impossible* The flexibility of the Constitution — 
above all in the division of power between state and nation 
— has been more than its chief glory- It has been its prin- 
ciple of life. On© can only hope that the present majority 
of the court will not join other conscientious men of 
whom history records that they, in their blindness, helped 
to destroy what they most loved. 

“Jt is because 1 believe so utterly in the preservation 
of the American Constitution and in the liberties which 
it protects that I regret so deeply the nature and the 
implications of this unprecedented decision.” 

—RAYMOND D. MOLEY, Editor, TOD.AT* 
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Labor Takes Ruling Cynically But Calmly 


I ABOR took the ruling of the United 
I j States Supreme Court upon agri- 
culture calmly but cynically* La- 
bor's experience with decisions of the 
court for the past 15 years have inured 
it to the habits of thought and conduct 
of the judicial dictatorship* Labor saw 
with a good deal of dismay shortly be* 
fore the depression that the Supreme 
Court was dealing out one kind of justice 
for business and another kind for labor* 
It was familiar with the decisions affect- 
ing trade associations and had compared 
these decisions with the momentous ones 
affecting trade unions. 

Trade associations rose rapidly and 
voluminously after the war* It is esti- 
mated that there are perhaps 25,000 of 
them in operation in the United States* 
A trade association has been defined as 
**an organization or combination of inde- 
pendent business units in the same trade 
or industry formed for their mutual 
benefits*'' As they first arose, and when 
they first arose, the Supreme Court of 
the United States was inclined to be 
hostile as manifested by decisions in the 
Hardwood and Linseed Oil cases. These 
decisions virtually found that exchange 
of price information among units of the 
same industry infringed the restraint- 
of-trade clauses* Soon after these de- 
cisions, however, two new justices ap- 
peared on the Supreme bench, Justice 
Butler and Justice Stone, and, as has 
so often happened before, the holy of 
holies of the legal hierarchy, the Su- 
preme Court, began to find the “immuta- 
ble principles of law" bending legalistic- 
ally to meet new industrial conditions. 
It was, then, that the Maple Flooring 
and Cement Decisions were promulgated* 

These have been heralded by friends 
of trade associations as being ^'basic and 
epochal in announcing a liberal construc- 
tion of the anti-trust laws in their appli- 
cation to the co-operative functions of 
trade associations." 

Favorable Decision to BuBiness 

The particular clauses of the Maple 
Flooring Decision upon which the busi- 
ness revolution turns are: 

“It is the consensus of opinion of 
economists and of many of the most 
important agencies of government that 
the public interest Is served by the gath- 
ering and dissemination, in the widest 
possible manner, of information with 
respect to the production and distribu- 
tion, cost and prices in actual sales, of 
market commodities, because the making 
available of such information tends to 
stabilize trade and industry, to produce 
fairer price levels, and to avoid the 
waste which inevitably attends the unin- 
telligent conduct of economic enterprise* 

• ^ * Competition does not become 

less free merely because the conduct of 
commercial operations becomes more 
intelligent through the free distribution 
of knowledge of all the essential fac- 
tors entering into the commercial trans- 
action* ♦ * ♦ 


an old story’* to labor, but 
when judicial dictatorship moves 
against other sections of the na- 
tion, the action appears painfully 
new. 


“It was not the purpose or the intent 
of the Sherman Anti-Trust Law to 
inhibit the intelligent conduct of busi- 
ness operations, nor do we conceive that 
its purpose was to suppress such influ- 
ences as might affect the operations of 
interstate commerce through the appli- 
cation to them of the individual intelli- 
gence of those engaged in commerce, 
enlightened by accurate information as to 
the essential elements of the economics 
of a trade or business, however gathered 
or disseminated," 

The Supreme Court admits that ex- 


change of information tends to stabilize 
price, in other words, eliminate competi- 
tion* Hitherto elimination of competi- 
tion had been construed as restraint of 
trade, tending toward monopoly. 

“Nor, for the reasons stated, can we 
regard the gathering and reporting of 
information, through the co-operation 
of the defendants in this case, with 
reference to production, price of cement 
in actual closed specific job contracts, 
and of transportation costs from chief 
points of production in the cement trade, 
as an unlawful restraint of commerce; 
even though it be assumed that the re- 
sult of the gathering and reporting of 
such information tends to bring about 
uniformity in price." 

Vagua PKra«e a Refuge 

The Supreme Court has taken refuge 
from the harshness of the anti-trust 
laws in the vague and ambiguous phrase, 

{Coatinuad on p£ige ST) 


Key Clausei in Dacision Affecting 
Trade Associations 

"It was not the purpose or the in- 
tent of the Sherman Anti-Trust Law 
to inhibit the intelligent conduct of 
busineaa operations* nor do we con- 
ceive that its purpose was to suppress 
auch influences as might affect the 
operations of interstate coTHmerce 
through the application to them of 
the Individual intelligence of those 
engaged in commerce, entightened by 
accurate information as to the essen- 
tial elements of the economies of a 
trade or business, however, gathered 
or disaeminnted.” 

If 

Trade Association Decision 
Applied to Trade Unions 

It was not the purpose or the intent 
of the Sherman Anti-Trust Law to 
inhibit the Intelligent operation of 
trade unions, nor do we conceive that 
its purpose was to suppress such in- 
fluences as might affect the opera- 
tions of interstate commerce through 
the applications to them of the col- 
lective intelligence of those engaged 
in production, enlightened by accu- 
rate information as to the essential 
elements of self-preservation* 




Key Clauses in Deciiioii Affecting 
Trade Unions 

“An act which might be done by 
one, when done by many acting in 
concert takes on the form of a con- 
spiracy and becomes a public wrong, 
and may be prohibited if the result 
be hurtful to the public or to individ- 
uals against whom such concerted 
action is directed, s * * The 

record does not disclose whether peti- 
tioner at the time of bringing suit 
bad suffered actual injury; but that 
is not material. An intent to restrain 
interstate commerce being shown, it 
is enough to justify equitable Inter- 
position by injunction, if there be a 
dangerous probability that such in- 
jury will happen; and this clearly ap- 
pears, The Anti-Trust act directs 
itself against that dangerous proba- 
bility as well m against the com- 
pleted result.” 

If 

Trade Union Decision Applied 
to Trade Associations 

An act which might be done by one 
when done by many in concert takes 
on the form of a eonspiracy and be- 
comes a public wrong, and may be 
prohibited if the result be hurtful to 
the public or to individuals against 
whom such concerted action is di- 
rected, ^ t f xhe record does not 
diaclose whether petitioners at the 
time of bringing suit had suffered 
actual injury; but this is not mater- 
ial. An intent to restrain interstate 
commerce being shown, it is enough 
to justify equitable interposition by 
injunction, if there be a dangerous 
probability that such injury will hap- 
pen; and this clearly happens* The 
Anti-Trust act directs itself against 
that dangerous probability as well as 
against the complete result. 
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Court Dictatorship Hit by Legislators 


R ecent decisions of the United 
States Supreme Court have had loud 
repercussions in Congress* Inciden- 
tally! the bills introduced have not been 
reported widely in the kept press. 

The following bills are noteworthy: 

S. J. Res. 185, by Senator Logan, of 
Kentucky, proposes an amendment to 
the Constitution of the United States to 
authorize Congresa to legislate in labor 
disputes and production control. 

H* B* 9478, by Congressman Cross, of 
Texas, providing that in all cases filed in 
inferior federal court, the court shall pass 
upon both questions of law and fact with 
the exception that no inferior court shall 
pass upon the constitutionality of an Act 
of Congress; and further providing that 
the Supreme Court in deciding any ease 
on appeal shall pass upon both questions 
of law and fact mth the exception that it 
shall not pass in such cases upon the con- 
stitutionality of an Act of Congress. 

H. R, 10102, by Representative Quinn, 
of Pennsylvania, is a bill to increase the 
number of Justices of the Supreme 
Court of the United States. 

H. R. 101 2B, by Representative Martin, 
of Colorado, is a bill to define the scope 
of courts in the United States. 

H. R* 1019f>, by Representative Gillette, 
of Iowa, is a bill providing that the num- 
ber of Justices of the Supreme Court 
who shall concur shall be seven or more, 
H. J. Res. 446, by Representative Fer- 
guson, of Oklahoma, proposing an amend- 
ment to the Constitution of the United 
States. 

S. J. Res. 186 1 by Senator Schw^ellen- 
bacb, of Washington, would provide a 
new method of ratifying amendments to 
the Constitution, namely approval by 
voters in three-fourths of the states. 

H, J, Res. 429, by Representative Dick- 
stein, of New York, would grant Congress 
power to regulate agriculture, 

H. J. Res. 449, by Representative Mar- 
cantonio, of New York, would grant Con- 
gress power to regulate hours and wages. 

H. J, Res, 454, by Representative 
Hobbs, of Alabama, would grant Con- 
gress power to regulate agriculture and 
to purchase farm products vrith currency 
backed by such products* 

The text of the Senate Joint Resolution 
introduced by Senator Logan amending 
the Constitution is as follows: 

T4vn CONORHBS 
S&HSIQIf 

S* J. Res* 185 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED 
STATES 

January 9, 1936 

Mr. T^ogan introduced the following joint 
resolution ■ which was read twice and 
referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

Joint Resolulion 

Proposing an amendment to the Consti- 
tution of the United States to author- 


Billa pour into Congress look- 
ing toward saving the repre- 
sentative body from complete 
nullificattan* 


ize the Congress to legislate concerning 
industrial disputes and production 
control. 

Resolved by the Senate and Hoiise of 
Representatives of the United States of 
America in Congress assembled (two- 
thirds of each Hoiute concurring therein) ^ 
That the following be proposed as an 
amendment to the Constitution of the 
United States which shall be valid as a 
part of said Constitution when ratified by 
the legislatures of three-fourths of the 
states, to wit: 

^'Article— 

“Section 1. The Congress shall have 
power in the regulation of commerce wdth 
foreign nations, among the several states, 
and within the Indian tribes, to provide 
by such law as the Congress shall deem 
necessary or desirable for*- 
“(1) The conciliation, arbitration, and 
settlement of industrial disputes of all 
persons, corporations, or other business 
associations of whatever description and 
their employees, fanners excepted, whose 
products may move in or affect interstate 
or foreign commerce ; and 

“<2> For the regulation and control of 
the production of any agriculfeyral, min- 
eral, or manufactured product of what- 


ever description which may move in or 
affect interstate or foreign commerce.” 


The text of the bill introduced by Rep- 
resentative Martin, of Colorado, defining 
the scope of courts is as follows: 

74tu CONOnBKS 
Session 

H* R* 10128 

IN THE 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
January 13, 1936 

Mr. Martin, of Colorado, introduced the 
following bill; which was referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary and 
ordered to be printed. 

A Bill 

To define the scope of courts in the United 
States, and for other purposes. 

Be if eTtaated by the Senate and House 
of Representatives of the United States 
of AmeT-ica in Congress aeaembledt Thai 
no court of the United States (except the 
Supreme Court in the exercise of its orig- 
inal jurisdiction) , or of any state, terri- 
tory, District, or possession of the United 
States, or any political subdivision of any 
such state, territory, District, or posses- 
sion, shall have jurisdiction In determin- 
ing any case or controversy to hear or de- 
cide any question as to the constitution- 
ality of any statute of the United States 
(a) "which is, or purports to be, an exer- 
cise of any of the powers of Congress 
under clause 1, 3, or 5 of section 8 of 

(Conti tiucd on page 88) 
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Open Shoppers Operate Liberty League 


ENERALLY speaking, it is anti- 
union industrialists who are financ- 
ing the Liberty League. The prin* 
cipal donors are the du Fonts who have 
figured in the recent international muni- 
tions trust investigation by a Senate 
committee. Oil, automobiles, pickles, 
sugar and steel are prominently repre- 
sented as financing the propaganda 
organization. 

According to Ray Tucker, a Washing- 
ton correspondent, the Liberty League 
has a staff of 60 people in its Washington 
office and established branch offices in 
New York, Newark, Philadelphia, Wil- 
mington, Baltimore, Chicago, St, Paul, 
Louisville and Atlanta, There are other 
branch offices in 29 diiTerent states and 
a vast score of speakers have been mobil- 
ized. It is flooding the country with 
literature and is fighting all labor legis- 
lation-opposing the National Labor 
Relations Act, the Guffey Coal Act and 
other labor measures. Nearly $500,000, 
according to Mr. Tucker, was collected in 
1935, The principal donors are as 
follows: 


Cent, Loan 

Ircaee DuPont _ _ $5,000 $79,750 

Mrs. Irenee DuPont 1,000 

Lammot DuPont ... 5,000 10,000 

S, Hanock DuPont 6.000 10,000 

Henry B. DuPont 6,000 10,000 

William DoPont 6,000 10,000 

Pierre S, DuPont 5,000 10,000 

Archibold DuPont 5,000 

Sewell Avery, Chicago 5,000 

Bankers Trust Co,, N, Y. 20,000 

Donaldson Brown, N. Y, 5,000 

W. L. Clayton, Houston _ 5,000 

S. T, Crape, Detroit 3,000 

S. H. Cnriee, St. Louis 1,000 

S, B, Colgate, Orange, N. J. 6,000 10,000 

T. L, Chadbourne, N, Y. 6,250 

Charles C. Copeland, Wil- 
mington 10,000 

H. B, Earbart, Detroit 8,000 

A. W, Eriekson. N. Y, 260 

Albert W. Harris, Chicago . 500 

Howard neinz, Pittsburgh 2,500 

Edward P. Hutton, N. Y. 5,000 

Mrs, Edward F. Hutton _ 5,000 

John L. Pratt, N. Y. . . 6,000 10,000 

Rufus L. Patterson, N. Y. 5,000 

Phillips Petroleum Co. 2,500 5,000 

John J. Raskob, N. Y, 10,000 

A. Hamilton Rice, N. Y, 2,000 

Hal E. Roach, Culver City, 

CaliL ■ 2,500 _ . 

H. B. Rust. Pittsburgh 5,000 10,000 

Alfred P. Sloan, Jr„ N. Y. 6,000 10,000 

E. T. Weir, Pittsburgh 5,000 

Joseph E. Widencr, Pbiln. - - - 10,000 


Labor notes that in Germany Hitler 
w*as principally financed by the steel and 
munitions industry and that the Croix de 
Feu, the Fascist organization of France, 
has been financed by the munitions* group 
in France. 

The United Press gave the following 
factual origin of the Liberty League: 

The Senate Munitions Committee, 
awaiting action on a request for $7,369 
to wind up its 18-month-old inquiry, be- 
lieves it discovered how the American 
Liberty League was born in 1934. 

While e.xamining the activities of the 
du Pont company, of Delaware, in De- 
cember, 1934, investigators found a letter 
by John J* Raskob, in which the former 
Democratic National Committee chair- 


Big Money is supplied for na- 
tionwide organization and branch 
offices are set up in various cities. 


man suggested creation of a society to 
combat those who sought to make the 
public think **all businessmen are 
crooks/' 

Writing to R. K. M. Carpenter, a 
retired vice president of the du Pont con- 
cern, on March 20, 1934, some months 
before the league was organized, Raskob 
urged Carpenter to take the lead in in- 
fluencing the “du Pont and General 
Motors groups” to organize to protect 
society from “communistic” elements. 

Raskob expressed the view that not 
even the Morgans, Mellons, Rockefellers, 
“or anyone else” could do a better job 
along the organizing line than the du 
Fonts. 

He said he was out of politics and 
“anxious” to stay out. But he thought 
there should be “a very definite organiza- 
tion that would come out openly with 


Geneva — Announcement was made by 
M i\ Harold Butler, director of the Inter- 
national Labor Office, of the appoint- 
ment as executive assistant in the Inter- 
national Labor Office at Geneva, Switzer- 
land, of Mr. .fames Wilson, of Cincinnati, 
Ohio. Mr. Wilson is at present a mem- 
ber of the city council at Cincinnati, and 
former vice president of the American 
Federation of Labor. 

James Wilson. Legislative agent of 
the Pennsylvania State Federation of 
Labor. General president. Pattern Mak- 
ers* League of North America, 1902-1934. 
Vice president, American Federation of 
Labor, and member of the executive coun- 
cil, 1924-1930. American Federation of 
Labor fraternal delegate to the British 


some plan for educating the people to the 
value of encouraging the people to work.” 

He wrote that be thought the people 
should be encouraged to “get rich,” and 
the “fallacy of Communism” should be 
pointed out, and that citizens should try 
to make the country “a better place in 
which to live." 

The letter was in response ‘to one in 
which Carpenter complained that “many 
people” were unable to “learn much of 
the truth” about the New Deal and the 
“taxpayers* money” was being used to 
pay thousands of persons who had left 
employment to accept easy jobs with 
temporary government agencies. 


UNION BUILDERS NOT ON RELIEF 
ROLLS 

Oklahoma City labor wants the world 
to know that no member of union labor 
there has ever been on the relief rolls. 
The statement was made in reply to 
FHA Administrator Carlo ck, who an- 
nounced that when the agency started 
work there, 68 per cent of those on relief 
rolls were skilled workers from the build- 
ing trades. 


Trades Union Congress, 1906. Twice a 
member of the City Charter Commission 
of Cincinnati. Member of the city coun- 
cil of Cincinnati, January, 1934, to date. 
Member of the PWA labor board of re- 
view, 1933 to date. Member of the WPA 
labor board of review, 1935 to date. Sent 
by President Wilson to Europe as chair- 
man of the labor mission to Great Britain 
and France, March, 1918. Sent by Presi- 
dent Wilson as chairman of the labor 
mission to Italy, August, 1918. Sent by 
President Roosevelt as labor adviser to 
the World Monetary and Economic Con- 
ference in London in 1933. First labor 
representative on the governing body of 
the International Labor Office, February^ 
1935. 



Labor's Ambassador at Geneva 
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I. L. C. Takes on New Importance 


W ITH the departure this month of 
George M, Harrison* vice president 
of the American Federation of 
Labor and president of the Railway 
Clerks, with Dr* Isador Lubin, U* S, 
Commissioner of Labor Statistics, for 
Geneva, organized labor had brought 
home directly to its mind the importance 
of the International Labour Conference. 
Mr* Harrison and Dr* Lubin will attend 
the February meeting of the governing 
body of the conference at Geneva* Mr. 
Harrison will be the direct representa- 
tive of President Green, and Dr. Lubin 
will represent the government. 

The principal meeting of the confer- 
ence occurs in June at Geneva, and will 
be the second at which the United States 
has been represented. Harold Butler, 
director genera! of the International La- 
bour 0 fRce , was in W asbi ngto n j u st 
prior to the departure of the American 
delegates to the governing board meet- 
ing. Mr. Butler had just returned from 
Santiago, Chile, where he had attended 
the meeting of the Pan American section 
of the International Labour Conference. 

The Santiago meeting brought to- 
gether delegates from all important na- 
tions of the International Labour Con- 
ference in North and South America and 
was organized and conducted by the 
Chilean government in conjunction with 
the International Labour Office. 

The conference at Chile brought 
out again the importance of inter- 
national co-operation and led to a 
discussion of major problems of 
interest to labor — the question of 
wages, working conditions, child 
labor and the curtailment of 
hours. Prestige for the Interna- 
tional Labour Conference accumu- 
lated at the Chilean meeting inas- 
much as a movement there to 
establish a separate and independ- 
ent Pan American meeting was 
voted down. 


Worker Groups Active 

It has been apparent during the 
last six months that the action of 
France and England, members of 
the League of Nations in voting 
sanctions against Italy came only 
after tremendous pressure at 
home by worker groups. These 
worker groups are organized into 
the International Federation of 
Trade Unions In the respective 
countries. Each organization of 
trade unions in the principal 
countries resembles in large part 
the American Federation of Labor 
for the United States. 

All through the trying months 
following the International Labour 
Conference meeting held last 
June at Geneva the executive 
council of the International Fed- 
eration of Trade Unions and a 
special joint anti-war committee 
had frequent meetings in various 


[nternational Labour Confer^ 
ence now seen as only political 
body in world capable of advanc- 
ing peace and social justice^ 


capitals of western Europe and England, 
deciding upon policies and looking to- 
ward the maintenance of peace. The 
principals in these peace conferences of 
trade unionists are also principals of 
delegates sent by trade unions to the 
International Labour Conference. 

As early as July 4 the International 
Federation of Trade Unions met in 
Paris and passed an important resolution 
as follows: 

Incalculable ConRequence of War 

“The International Federation of 
Trade Unions and the Labour and So- 
cialist International note wdth the great- 
est anxiety the alarming increase in the 
signs that an outbreak of ’war in 
Abyssinia is to be feared at any moment. 
They note, fm’tber, that the efforts made 
to find a peaceful solution of the dispute 
between Italy and Abyssinia have as yet 
produced no result. 


HABOLD BUTLBB 
DLf«ctor, International! Labour OSca. 


“The two internationals therefore 
utter an emphatic warning. They lay 
particular emphasis on the incalculable 
consequences which such a war would 
inevitably entail. The peace of the 
world, and particularly of Europe, is 
indivisible. 

“It would be intolerable if the council 
of the League of Nations, after having 
only recently condemned unilateral 
breaches of treaties, were now to allow 
an open breach of treaties, and the 
Leaguers own covenant, by Fascist Italy. 

“It would be intolerable if the League 
of Nations, at the very moment when it 
is having an inquiry made by a commis- 
sion into the methods of applying sanc- 
tions against unilateral breaches of 
treaties, did not enforce against Italy, 
the aggressor, the provisions of its 
covenant. 

“If in this case where right and ’wrong 
are so clear, the League of Nations 
fails to employ the methods which its 
covenant provides to guarantee peace 
and to apply sanctions against the ag- 
gressor, its already seriously diminished 
authority may receive a fatal blo’W and 
the foundations of a collective peace 
system be destroyed. 

“If the aggressor knows with cer- 
tainty that all the sanctions provided 
for by the covenant will be applied, this 
is the strongest guarantee of peace. 

“The two internationals declare 
with emphasis that all must share 
the responsibility for an outbreak 
of war who have not done every- 
thing in their power to prevent it. 

**When states members of the 
League of Nations provide Fascist 
Italy with everything she needs 
for war, and yet prevent any de- 
livery of arms or war material to 
menaced Abyssinia, thus making 
it impossible for her to defend her 
own territory, they are plainly 
supporting the aggressor. 

“The two internationals appeal 
to the whole world to join with one 
voice in a protest against Italian 
Fascism, which is on the point of 
breaking the peace. They call 
upon the organizations of the 
labor movement and the sup- 
porters of democracy and freedom, 
to exert their combined influence 
upon the governments of their re- 
spective countries, and to take 
every possible action with a view 
to securing a peaceful solution of 
the dispute between Italy and 
Abyssinia." 

On the 5th of September at the 
anti-war conference of the Inter- 
national Federation of Trade 
Unions the position of July 4, was 
re-affirmed. This was also again 
re-affirmed on September 26 and 
again on October 11, 1935, At the 
same time the trade unions of 
western Europe have fully demon- 
strated that they are the bulwark 
(CoDtlnued on page 80) 
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Growth of Co-operatives Amazes Industry 


C O-OPERATIVE merchatidising as a 
method of meeting* economic ills 
brought on by the depression has 
taken a great leap forward during the 
last few years* Reports from various 
sections of the United States indieai^e 
that farmers and workers as well as the 
middle class are turning to their own 
efforts to solve the problem of high 
prices^ low wages and unemployment* 

So vigorous has this movement of 
consumers' co-operatives become that 
Roger Babson, economist* who has been 
called **lhe sentinel of big business*” 
w^arns that it has become a threat to 
established business economy* 

On the opposite page appears a report 
of the activities of Go-operative Dis- 
tributors^ Inc. This is only one of the 
indications that the idea of co-operation 
has taken strong hold of the American 
people* 

Sayi Idea In Dangerous 

Roger Babson in a recent issue of 
"Babson’s Reports” points out that 10*- 
000 consumers* co-operative societies 
now operate in the United States* Mr, 
Babson is no Pollyanna except when he 
is talking directly to the public* When 
he talks to big business* he talks realism* 
"Years ago*” hb report says, "we did 
not think such a thing possible! If any- 
body then had forecast a consumers* up- 
rising In this country^ ive instantly would 
have denounced the idea as a false alarm* 
Today, however, we are not sure. * * ♦ 
If such a thing as Townsend ism, 'which 
is fundamentally unsound, can sweep 
the United States from coast to coasts 
there is an excellent chance that another 
prairie fire may be kindled by the con- 
sumers* rebellions already crackling. 
This consumers* movement — unlike the 
someth ing-for-nothing clubs — has cer- 
tain elements wdiich are fundamentally 
sound* It has something of truth and 
crusading quality almost like spiritual 
revival* 

"Potentially it (the consumers' move- 
ment) has enough votes, enough money, 
and enough economic soundness to 
split things wide open* As the leaders 
of such crusades well know, if consum- 
ers ever get organized and go into real 
action, our present retailing, wholesaling 
and producing systems might be blown 
to bits, 

"At present there are four kegs of 
dynamite: Consumers are already en- 
trenched in Washington* ♦ * + 

Another attempt will be made in Janu- 
ary to tighten up the food and drug 
laws. * * • to inform their sub- 

scribers on the merits of various makes 
of goods* Finally — and this may become 
the biggest keg of all^ — there is dogged 
growth of consumers* co-operative so- 
cieties of the Rochdale type. Tn other 
countries there are sections where about 
half of the retail volume is handled by 
such societies* They are expanding into 
wholesaling and producing activities. In 


Threat ti> capitalist economy is 
seen in rapid spread of consumer 
revolt. Universal scope seen. 


the United States about 10,000 of these 
societies are getting a foothold. Some 
are large, some are small — all are 
symptoms, 

"\Ve all must watch our step if con- 
sumers ever become wise to their latent 
power and decide to become dictators in 
fact as they already are in theory. We 
say, and say earnestly, that merchants 
wdio laugh off these consumers* crusades 
are sitting on dynamite,” 

Bertram B* Fowler, a writer for Sur- 
vey Graphic* made a tour of inspection 
of the great Finnish co-operative move- 
ment in the Northwest* Mr* Fowler 
points out that the Central Co-operative 
Wholesale started inauspieiously in 1917 
with a store in Cloquet, Minn* The Cen- 
tral Co-operative Wholesale now has a 
chain of 133 stores* Thus society oper- 
ates on authentic Rochdale lines, Mr* 
Fowler found other examples of success- 
ful co-operation in other states. Fuel 
oil co-operatives are operating* Tn 
Indiana and Ohio co-operatives have 
revolutionized the fertilizer and feed 
business. In Ohio, co-operatives are 
writing automobile insurance. In Wis- 
consin, Senator La Follette and Gover- 
nor La Follette have given strong 
impetus to the co-operative movement. 

Wt^coniin Lciidii Way 

Senator La Follette points out that 
Wisconsin ia rapidly surging ahead to 
a position of leadership in the co- 
operative movement He records that 
there are more credit unions in Wiscon- 
sin than any other state* Madison alone 
has 27 credit unions. The philosophy 
that underlies the movemetit* according 
to Senator La Follette is this: 

"Depressions are due mainly to a 
mal-distribution of national income and 
to speculation* Co-operatives can help 
to bring about better distribution in 
that they spread out the earnings of 
business over a large number of people. 
Co-operatives can serve to curb specula- 
tion because with limited dividends upon 
stock there is no incentive to gamble. 
In countries w^here the co-operative 
movement is highly developed, these 
organizations have played a magnificent 
part in mitigating the ravages of the 
economic crisis.** 

The Federated Press reports that the 
Farmers' Union Central Exchange is 
putting on the market tractors so silent 
and so speedy that they rival pleasure 
machines* They are equipped with rub- 
ber tires, 60-mile an hour speed, and 
six cylinders* 

Recently in Washington, the capital 
of the nation, a joint committee on co- 


operatives in the District of Columbia 
'was organized* This was at the instance 
of Leroy A* Halbe'rt, research director 
of the Public Assistance Division of the 
Board of Public Welfare of the District 
of Columbia. This committee is working 
for the passage of a federal law which 
would authorize the formation of co- 
operatives in the District of Columbia to 
carry out co-operative enterprises, espe- 
cially consumers* co-operatives, 

E* R. Bowen, general secretary of the 
Co-operative League of the United 
States, in a recent national broadcast, 
said in part: "Capitalism has served its 
time as did serfdom and slavery before 
it. Capitalism can not distribute the 
goods it has produced,” He sees an 
era where consumers' co-operatives will 
supply all needs in the way of food, 
goods, servicea, recreation and education* 

Church Enter* Field 

The Federal Council of Churches of 
Christ in America has grown interested 
in consumers* co-operation and held 
early in January a seminar in Indian- 
apolis, More than 350 church officials, 
ministers and teachers met at this con- 
ference* More than 40 officers of con- 
sumers' co-operative associations were 
present, including representatives of 
farm bureaus and granges, and a fra- 
ternal delegate was sent from the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor* Dr, Kagawa, 
of Japan, was present and he told of the 
remarkable succes*s of co-operation in 
Japan, 

Finally Ed'ward Filcne, whose plan to 
establish a chain of co-operative depart- 
ment stores in the United States '^vas 
announced in the ELECTRtcAL Workers 
Journal in September, 1935, gave to the 
press a story indicating the permanent 
organization of the Consumer Distribu- 
tion Corporation with a capital of a 
million dollars. Tn his announcement 
Mr* Filcne slated: "This movement is 
not intended to hurt anybody* Business 
in every line will be helped and none 
more than the business of retailing* The 
strength of this movement is that all 
the profits go to the customers of the 
co-operative store who wilt be the 
owners.” 


JAIL FOR LOCK-OUT EMPLOYERS 

Fines and imprisonment for any em- 
ployer who refuses to bargain collec- 
tively 'With his employees, are provided 
by a new ordinance passed by the Su- 
perior (Wis*) city council. A committee 
of three employees, three employers, and 
three clergymen will determine guilt. 
The guilty employer may be fined from 
$50 to $300 or imprisoned for three 
months for every day the lockout lasts* 
An establishment picketed by 50 or more 
persons may be closed as a "public 
nuisance.” 
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Mad ame, Here Is Your Purchasing Agent 


T OOTI I brushes manufactured by 
a well-known standard manufac- 
turer selling for about one-half of 
what they are sold to consumers by dnig^ 
stores; ras^or blades w^hich are reported 
to be of more lasting ser%dce than the 
best products on the market selling from 
per cent to 60 per cent cheaper; 
radios thoroughly tested in the labora- 
tory and known to give excellent service 
selling at a great discount; silk stockings 
with the union label that are purchased 
on a pool basis and sold to members at a 
very substantial <liscount; these arc 
only a few of the services performed 
by a new purchasing group in New York 
City, founded on the Rochdale plan of 
CO -operative merchandising. This group 
is Co-operative Distributors, Inc., SO Irv- 
ing Place, New York City. At this ail- 
dress a small retail department store has 
been opened w'here 25 per cent of its re- 
tail business in New York City is trans- 
acted directly over the counter. 

At this same address a laboratory em- 
ploying two chemists, one physicist and 
one electrical engineer is constantly test- 
ing materials from the consumers* stand- 
point and up to date more than 260 prod- 
ucts have been thus tested and found 
meeting consumers* needs according to 
the best standards as the customers de- 
termine. So influential has this small 
retail department store become that 
Macy's, a leading department store of 
New York City, has placed it upon its 
list of stores for comparative buying. 

Baled on Experience 

Worker » and workers* families are fa- 
miliar with mail order buying. The mail 
order houses have familiarisied humireds 
of thousands of families with this kind 
of merchandise. Many woi'ker groups 
are also familiar with the efforts of 
w^orkers and farmers to found co-opera- 
tives. In some time of bis life^ every 
worker has seen a co-operative store 
tested with varying degrees of success. 
Moreover, in a general way American 
labor knows about the great success in 
co-operative merchandising carried on 
in England, Denmark, Sweden and Nor- 
way. The backbone of these great co* 
operative movements is labor. There has 
grown up in America as an offshoot of 
the work of testing materials in the U. S. 
Bureau of Standards a consumers* move- 
ment designed to subject goods to rigid 
technical reciuirementa. Ail of these 
movements affect vitally the consumers* 
problems and make possible the bringing 
of goods of sound value to the workers* 
homes at a low and fair figure. 

In addithm, within the situation, lies 
the possibility of pooling the workers* 
purchasing power so that such goods 
will bo manufactured at fair rates rfmh r 
fair Ivor king conditions. This is a com- 
ple.v enter pc ise, but the Ei+CCTRICAI. 
Workers Journal now announces that 
the beginnings of this task have been ac- 
complished, and Co-operative Diatribu- 
tors, Inc., is a going concern aiming Lu 


Co-operative Distributors, Inc«, 
is a new enterprise originated by 
labor men to meet new merchan*^ 
distng problems of labor families. 


perform all these tasks for workers* fam- 
ilies. The president of this company is 
E. J. Lever, a member of the Interna- 
tional Association of Machinists. 

The Co-operative Distributors, Ine., 
purchased $17,000 worth of goods in 
December alone for its members. Three 
thousand dollars of this amount waa for 
silk hosiery; $2,000 %vas for radio sets. 
Co-operative Distributors, Inc., sella 
250,000 razor blades a year to its mem- 
bers. The group has been established 
less than three years but regard them- 
selves as having met the experimental 
problems and as being a permanent 
concern. 

Some of the goods which are being sup- 
plied are bedding, cosmetics, drugs, 
foods, wholesale equipment including 
electric docks, lamps, light bulbs, radios 
and walTle irons, infant supplies, leather 
goods, men *3 clothing, including under- 
wear, pajamas and raincoats, men*s 
personal supplies including a good union- 
made pipe, stationery including a sub- 
stantial fountain pen, most toilet sup- 
plies, women*s clothing and women's 
personal supplies. These goods have been 
thoroughly tested and are guaranteed 
to give satisfaction. 

The Co-operative ‘Distributors, Inc., 
publishes a magazine called the Con- 


sumers* Defender, which has a circula- 
tion of 60,000, 

What is of the moat interest to labor 
people ia the fact that this new co-opera- 
tive service dilfers radically from the 
mail order business, or from Consumers 
Research, or even farm co-operatives in 
that the purchasing power developed by 
Co-operative Distributors, Inc., is being 
used for collective bargaining purposes. 
In several instances shops have been or- 
ganized as a result of the fact that the 
Co-operative Distributors buying from 
that shop have become such important 
customers that they could say they did 
not want to deal with people that pro- 
duced goods under unfair conditions. 

Sixty consumers* clubs organized under 
the by-laws of Co-operative Distributors 
are now in existence. The total member- 
ship of these dubs is 2,606. Besides this, 
about 2,000 individual shareholder mem- 
bers make up the co-operative. 

The Co-operative pistributors, Inc., be- 
lieves that housewives* leagues and local 
union auxiliaries offer a field for the or- 
ganization of consumers* clubs. A club 
may be affiliated with Co-operative Dis- 
tributors, Inc., by the purchase of two 
stockholder shares at $5 each. The club 
is required to affiliate automaticaUy with 
Co-operative Distributors, Inc., and to 
file every three niurithn tista of all its 
members* occupations and addresses, and 
the amounts paid by each of the said 
members to the club. Each shareholder 
has one vote, and one vote only. The club 
holds the dividends paid by Co-operative 
Distributors, Inc., as collective property, 
and it is provided that after paying the 
operating expenses of the club at least 5 

CContlniip'! on pflgp ftO) 
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Morgans Bei 

J PIERPONT MORGAN was nat pho- 
^ tographed this time with a midget 
in his lap, but he appeared before 
the Senate committee with scores of law- 
yers, and publicity men, and minion 
newspapers reported his set speech and 
his somnolent service to the committee 
favorably* 

Mr, Morgan denied he was instrumen- 
tal in dragging the United States into 
war with Germany* He quite frankly 
stated that he did act as fiscal agent for 
the Allies and the United States and 
bought and sold munitions and other 
sinews of war. He admitted he was 
pro'sHy. 

Every great banking house in the 
world, it is said, won its preferred posi- 
tion by virtue of war. The House of 
Rothschild came out of the great Na- 
poleonic wars. 

It appears certain that the house of 
Morgan came out of the Civil War of the 
United States. That chapter of origin 
is not frequently reported in the Ameri- 
can press. It is of as much importance 
and significance as the recent Senate in- 
vestigation of the Morgan fortune. 

Gustavus Myers, in his respected and 
famous "History of the Great American 
Fortunes," Volume III, page 169, tells 
the story adequately: 

"J, Pierpont Morgan was profiting 
from the same methods at the same time. 
He was, in 1861, a robust young man, 
just turned 24 years old. *He inherited 
from his parents,^ says one of his biogra- 
phers, * their purity of character and ex- 
ceptional abilities.' Those attributed 
lofty virtues were not in evidence* At a 
critical juncture when the Union govern- 
ment was most in need of soldiers, Mor- 
gan chose not only to stay at home, but 
to profit from the sale of worthless rifles 
for the arming of the men who responded 
to the call of arms* 

“Abraham Lincoln was sending out his 
proclamations calling for volunteers. The 
contest was a momentous struggle not 
merely between sections, but between two 
kinds of conflicting capitalist inatitu- 
tions. The ao-caUed common people — 
the factory and shop workers, the slum 
dwellers, the professionals and the farm- 
ers — heroically poured in for enlistment. 
Hundreds of thousands went forth to the 
carapa and battlefields, never to return. 

Morgan Elder Shirks 

“Although well qualified physically 
and mentally for military service, Mor- 
gan avoided any kind of duty interfering 
with money making and comfort. He 
differed in no wise from almost all the 
men of position and property. They re- 
stricted their exuberant patriotism to 
talk and the waving of bunting, but took 
great care to keep away from the zone 
of personal danger. The rich, for whose 
interests the Northern armies were at 
basis fighting, not only as a class evaded 
enlistment, but proceeded to demoralize, 
spread disability and sow death among 
their own armies. While doing this, and 


in and End 


Family fortune founded in Civil 
War time when riBes were sold to 
union soldiers* Son “carries on,” 
as Senate probe shows* 


at the same time swindling the govern- 
ment, states and cities out of vast sums 
in army contracts, they caused the Draft 
Act to be amended that it gave men of 
property the easy opportunity of escap- 
ing conscription by permitting them to 
hire substitutes. 

“J, Pierpont Morgan’s first ascertain- 



MORGAN, THE ET^DER 


able business transaction was in one of 
these army contracts; and while it was 
not on so large a scale as those of older 
capitalists, it was (judged by prevail- 
ing capitalist standards) a very able 
stroke for a young man of 24* Its suc- 
cess gave promise of much greater things 
to come, in which respect Morgan’s ad- 
mirers were not disappointed. 

“In 1857 the army inspecting officers 
condemned a large number of Hall’s car- 
bines as thoroughly unserviceable, and as 
of obsolete and dangerous pattern. The 
government thereupon auctioned off 
quantities of them from time to time at 
prices ranging from between $1 and $2 
each. Five thousand of them, however, 
still remained in the army arsenal in 
New York City and were there when the 
Civil War broke out. 

A Dea.1 in Riflei 

“On May 28, 1861, one Arthur M. 
Eastman, of Manchester, N. H., made an 
oflfer to the government to buy these 
rifles at $3 each. Knowing the great 
frauds going on in the furnishing of army 
supplies, the government ofliciala might 
well have been suspicious of this offer, 


in Munitions 

but apparently did not question its good 
faith* The rifles were sold to Eastman 
at $3.50 each. But either Eastman lacked 
the money for payment, or had been 
thrust forward to act as a dummy for a 
principal in the background. One Simon 
Stevens then stepped on the scene, agree- 
ing to back Eastman to the extent of 
$20,000, which sum was to be applied 
for payment for the rifles; as collateral 
security Stevens took a lien upon the 
rifles* But from whom did Stevens get 
the funds? The official and legal records 
show that it was from J, Pierpont 
Morgan. 

“The next step in this transaction was 
in Stevens' telegraphing, on August 5, 
1861, a notification to General Premont. 
commanding at St Louis, that he had 
6,000 new carbines, in perfect conditions, 
and inquiring w'hether Fremont would 
take them. From Fremont’s headquar- 
ters came word to ship them to the army 
headquarters at St Louis at once. Dur- 
ing all of this time the carbine^ had re- 
mained at the arsenal in New York 
City. Upon receiving Fremont’s order* 
Morgan paid the government the sum 
of $17,486 — at the rate of $3*50 a car- 
bine. The rifles were shipped direct from 
the arsenal to St* Louis. And what 
the sum charged upon the government 
for them? The bill made out to Fre- 
mont called for the payment of $22 apiece 
for the consignment. 

“This was one of the many army con- 
tracts popularly and officially regarded 
as scandalous in the highest degree; one 
of the select Congressional committee 
of 1862 lost no time in the investigating 
of it. After making a full inquiry this 
committee reported; 

“Thus the proposal actually was to 
sell to the government at $22 each 
5,000 of its own arms, the intention 
being, if the offer was accepted, to ob- 
tain these arms from the government 
at $3.50 each. ... It is very evident 
that the very funds with which this 
purchase was effected were borrowed 
on the faith of the previous agreement 
to sell. The government not only sold 
one day for $17,486 arms which it had 
agreed the day before to repurchase 
for $109,912— making a loss to the 
United States of $92,426 — but virtu- 
ally furnished the money to pay itself 
the $17,486 which it received. 

Bad Goodi Sold 

“The committee further reported that 
the rifles were so bad that it was found 
that they would shoot off the thumbs of 
the very soldiers using them. But not 
only did the government condemn the 
transaction as a bare-faced swindle; 
Marcellus Hartley, himself a dealer in 
arms and a self-confessed swindler, had 
declared before the committee, H think 
the worst thing this government has been 
swindled upon Has been these confounded 
Hall’s carbines.' The government refused 

{C£»ntlnuf>d on p«r« S3) 
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Merr itt Revives Union Persecution 


W ALTER GORDON MERRITT, the 
pooh-bah of union persecutors, 
head of the notorious Anti -Boycott 
Association, the name of which was 
changed under the whip of public aver- 
sion to the League for Industrial Eights, 
who has made hundreds of thousands of 
doltars in haling labor unions into court 
on the groufids of illegal combination, 
while trade associations and monopolies 
have grown fat by illegal combination, 
has revived his activities. 

Mr. Merritt has brought a case charg- 
ing illegal restraint of trade against L. 
U. No. 3, International Brotherhood of 
Electrical Workers, in behalf of hia 
client, the National Electrical Manufac- 
turers Association. While he is bringing 
this case, his client comes into court with 
unclean hands because the Federal Trade 
Commission issued a complaint in Novem- 
ber charging the National Electrical 
Manufacturers Association with unlaw- 
ful combination, conspiracy in agreement 
to restrain competition in their field. 
Alleging concerted action and agree- 
nient, the complaint charges that the re- 
spondents put into effect certain rules, 
policies and pracLices, the first step in 
the plan having been to organize auh- 
sidiariea and sectional groups composed 
of manufacturera, who “but for the ac- 
tivities herein alleged would be in active 
competition with each other as to price 
and otherwise.” The respondents were 
also charged with promoting and holding 
frequent meetings and conferences 
among the various groups and sub-divi- 
sions, and systematically exchanging 
price information among the members. 
They are alleged to have agreed to quote, 
sell and deliver their goods according to 
identical prices and sales conditions. 

Impeding Interstate Commerce 

It is this group of manufacturerB, un- 
der the shepherding of the notorious Mr. 
Merritt, who are now charging that 
I.K>cal Union No. 3, a labor organization 
of about 5,000 members, is engaged in 
impeding interstate commerce. 

The National Electrical Manufactur- 
ers Association is one of the most power- 
ful trade associations in America. The 
P^ederal Trade Commission names 16 
fompanies as respondents in its case, the 
principal of which is the General Elec- 
iric Company, one of the plain tilTs 
against Local Union No, 3. 

Local Union 3 in the course of pursu- 
ing its normal business of serving its 
members has built up relationships with 
many contractors in New York City and 
certain manufacturers. Local Union 
No, 3 is dealing with these men who rec- 
ognize the union and have normal rela- 
tionships with it. The General Electric 
Company and the other plaintiffs holding 
membership in the National Elect ricnl 
.Manufacturers Association are non- 
union. They refuse to have any relation- 
ships with the union. Local Union No, 3 
Is pursuing only its normal course of re- 


Once stlenced under NRA» 
union-baiter now repeats old trick 
of suing union under anti-trust 
laws. His client comes into court 
with unclean hands. Law of 
1S9D invoked. Local Union No. 3 
merely follows natural interests. 


lationship with these contractors and 
manufacturers who hold contracts with 
it, fully within its right to do so, and 
has made no conscious effort to injure 
the non-union competitors with these 
employers. 

It is upon this flimsy construction of 
fact that the union baiters are going into 
court seeking an injunction to stop these 
relationships. This is one with the 
former policy of Walter Gordon Merritt 
and his legal clique composing the 
League for Industrial Rights which has 
made hundreds of thousands of dollars 
in attacking unions. 

It is notable that tho ease was not 
brought until the National Electrical 
Manufacturers Association had per- 


fected its monopolistic hole! upon the in- 
dustry under the free mantle of the Na- 
tional Recovery Administration. 

The law invoked is the Sherman Anti- 
Trust Law, generally considered by au- 
thorities to be a dead letter. This law 
was passed in 1890 in order to eliminate 
the evils of trusts and monopolies. This 
was the primary purpose of Congress, 
but the law had hardly been put upon the 
statute books before a case was brought 
against a labor union. Between the 
years 1890 and 1928, 83 cases were 
brought against labor unions under this 
act. Commissioner Lennon, of the U, S, 
Commission on Industrial Relations, soon 
after the passage of the act, in answer to 
the assertion that the Sherman Anti- 
Trust Act was intended to apply to labor 
unions, said, *T had the pleasure of inter- 
viewing Senator Sherman and Senator 
Plumb and a large number of gentlemen 
in the Senate at the time, and they did 
not look upon it in that way.” 


UNION POTTERS MAKE 
INSULATORS 

Victory, after a three-months strike, 
was won by potters employed by the 
Ohio Insulator Company, %vith a col- 
lective bargaining agreement. 



Wnller Gordon Mt'rrltt 
still rldce lilg own blcyclu 
Into court with the wbet*)6y 
anti-trnttt iJtw. drat dp* 
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Propaganda Rides Her Broom Again 


By SMITH SMITHSON, SmUhtfllk, Wh. 


Editor's An article by J. C. 

Danwjif chief enyineGT of the Public Scr~ 
vice Commission of in the 

Electrical World, September 14, 19SSt 
entitled *%oto Cost Wiring'* has attracted 
wide attention in the ehctrical industry. 
It was ansivered in part by a letter in the 
Electrical World, January 18, 19S6, So 
important is the question raised — nertnely 
comparative costs to the consumer of 
electrical appUancest wiring mul current 
— that the Ei^CTBiCAii Workers* Jour- 
nal gratified to pttblish this able 
rejoinder to Mr, Damon* 

I AM one of your readers, who find in 
your articles on important national 
(electrical) social problems a sincerity 
of purpose and a clarity of vision which 
are refreshing and instructive — an oasis 
in the midst of the subsidi^d and per- 
verted publicity which is everywhere so 
observable and so indicative of a tyranny 
which suppresses thought and its expres- 
sion today. 

Among the subjects on which you have 
from time to time given revealing stories 
is the subject of misleading propaganda 
by utilities, Nothing is more important 
than that %ve users of electricity, of elec- 
trical appliances and of electrical wiring 
should be told the unvarnished truth 
about what constitutes good electrical 
service, how much w^e are paying for our 
electrical service and where better ser- 
vice or less cost of service may profitably 
be EougbU Your January article, “Ac- 
cepts Challenge of Thomas N. McCar- 
ter,*' is a very mstructive exposition of 
how much excess profits must have come 
from utility sales of electricity in order 
that the utilities could pay such expen- 
sive lobbying costs at Wasbington and 
elsewhere, while at the same time keep- 
ing up the making of new utility 
millionaires at a sufiicient rate to “make 
utility investment (and manipulation of 
funds) attractive,” 

Way of DUienteri 

A recent letter in the Electrical World 
called this wealth of utilities and the 
wealth of utility propaganda against 
other branches of industry, once more 
and vividly to my attention. So rarely 
does some honest dissenter from tradi- 
tional approval of utility propaganda 
secure space in this journal that I always 
read any such dissenting expressions 
with mixed feelings of admiration for the 
dissenter and sympathy for the fate 
which can be predicted for him — absorp- 
tion or oblivion — not because he is not 
right, hut because he has spoken against 
the sovereign might which can and does 
pay great fees for offensive and defensive 
purposes, “Shall we absorb or annihilate 
this annoying person?” 

So I said to myself, “Smithson, I be- 
lieve you as a citizen of our fair state of 
Wisconsin and acquainted a bit with the 
true facts about electrical wiring, elec- 


What are comparative costa to 
consumers of electric appliances, 
wiring and electric current? An- 
swer to this question of utmost 
importance* 


trical appliances and electrical energy 
rates, here and elsewhere, ought to help 
this young John Damon who has been 
going so far astray (in Electrical World, 
September 14, 1935) in his choice and 
presentation of so-called facts, also in his 
analysis of his odd assortment of facts 
and assumptions; also, of course, in his 
conclusions.” For someone might get the 
idea that this Damon is an “authority,” 
speaks correctly, and deserves to be be- 
lieved and followed, as be apparently 
expects to be< This, if Damon knew how 
much he errs, would be against Damon’s 
wishes, since he certainly does not wish 
to mislead anyone, or to continue to be 
misled himself. 

Mr. S. S. Vinebergp manager of the 
Electrical League of the Niagara Fron- 
tier, in true frontiersman fashion and, 
as he says, “with the fearlessness of 
youth” takes issue (January IS, 1935) 
with John Damon. The burden of Vine- 
berg's argument is that Damon is wrong 
in saying that much cheaper wiring will 
greatly increase the adequacy of wiring. 
Vineberg says there has already been 
lots of cheap wiring readily obtainable, 
and frequently obtained, too, but that 
this has already signally failed to bring 
the adequacy of wiring which Damon 
says cheap wiring will bring. Vineberg 
goes on to claim that the public needs 
both more and better wiring and that 
saying the justifiable good things about 
our wiring and stressing its present 
low cost (in comparison with other costs 
facing our citizens) will lead our citizens 
to install the adequate wiring which they 
need (and which incidentally benefits 
every branch of electrical industry). 
Vineberg says, “Let us be constructive.” 
He evidently has hopes that friend 
Damon wishes to be constructive and that 
no serious barrier exists to his becom- 
ing so. 

I liked Mr. Vineberg's letter and I also 
liked the editorial comment which fol- 
lowed, and hope the editors will get a 
balance of praise rather than the custom- 
ary criticism, suppression or discharge. 

So I was led to read rather carefully 
once more the September, 1935, article 
“Lower Cost Wiring," which friend 
Damon fathered. 

Engineertn^ Information, I Wonder 

My first notation In reading the Damon 
article was that it had been presented 
to Thirteenth Annual Conference of 
Utility CJommission Engineers, Washing- 


ton, D. C. It had been my understan cl- 
ing that the many papers presented at 
these annual conferences were engineer- 
ing and not propaganda papers. So, 1 
began my reading with anticipation of 
finding but few fallacies and readily cor- 
rected ones, in approach, mdthod and con- 
clusions. As I proceeded to read, how- 
ever, and noted that the main thesis h 
that old and enfeebled utility thesis, i. e., 
“The contribution of electricity to the 
*more abundant life' is restrained by cost 
of appliances and 'wiring. Hate cuts may 
cripple utilities but still fail to multiply 
energy usage.” After noting these well 
but unfavorably known utility story ear- 
marks, 1 recalled that after alt J. C. 
Damon is only a few years away from his 
long utility schooling and he may wish to 
figure on a return to that coddling fold 
before long. Individuals are not too 
blameworthy for trying to improve their 
pecuniary circumstances. But we Smith- 
sons of Smithtown are of hard fibre. We 
cannot overlook these human idiosyn- 
cracies if they tend to obscure the truth 
and to “make the worse appear the better 
reason." 

So r settled myself with true Smithson 
patience and fortitude to read the Damon 
article to its bitter end, in order to see 
what train of fallacies it might be suffer- 
ing from and to point any serious ones 
out to our Smithson family, which is a 
rapidly growing one and insists on hav- 
ing fables and fallacies pointed out and 
removed. 

Friend Damon (sad to relate), instead 
of first presenting actual facts and then 
arguing from them to a conclusion, takes 
the utility-tinged method (the old propa- 
ganda game) of predetermining his con- 
clusions, stating them as facts and then 
adducing a mixed array of partial facts, 
outright assumptions and perverted 
reasonings, in an obvious effort to con- 
vince the Smithsons and others. 

Rather, however, than rewrite friend 
Damon’s article for him, with effect of 
setting forth, labelling and correcting his 
facts, his partial facts, his misstate- 
ments, his assumptions described as 
facts, bis perverted reasonings and his 
unjustified conclusions, 1 take the present 
course of pointing out only a few of 
Damon's major fallacies, the more inex- 
cusable ones, “that be who runs may 
read,” and of laughing with our Smith - 
son family at this frail attempt to per- 
vert judgment. No doubt friend Damon, 
observing our jollity and friendliness, 
will hasten to correct bis premises and 
conclusions. We like him and have hopes 
for him. 

Begf Question at Once 

Fallacy one : “The advent of really low 
cost appliances and an economical wiring 
system would,” etc. (quoted from Da- 
mon's premises). This is an assumption 
calculated to be taken for a fact, that 
there is no economical wiring system at 
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present existing. 

Eight at his outset 
(anri right naugh- 
tily), friend Damon 
begs the <iuestion. 

He refers again to 
“wiring of the pres- 
ent, inordinately 
expensive type" 

{another wording 
for the same incor- 
rect premise). Let 
ua keep these two 
premise fallacies in 
mind, because by 
his inability to see 
that these are fal- 
lacies, contradicted 
even by such facts 
as he himself later 
evokes, Damon 
shows too clearly 
how little he is fitted 
to be or to pose as 
an authority in wir- 
ing problems or re- 
la t e d engineering 
problems. And if 
not so fitted, how 
can he be expected to protect the public 
whom he is supposed to serve? “Can 
the blind lead the blind? Will they not 
both fall into the ditch?" Of course 
they will. But we SmithsoTis, fortu- 
nately, are not blind, nor too easily led. 

Fallacy two {related, of course, to 
one) : “We find the customer's mveat- 
ment necessary to make use of electricity 
is a much greater factor than the present 
cost of electricity itself." “This," says 
Damon, “appears dearly" from Table I 
of costs of electricity and of appliances 
to use it. It seems a shame to even look 
at Table I, except with the myopic eye, 
which can see what “appears clearly" to 
Damon, Of course, this Table I shows 
nothing of the kind. 

In this table Damon compares monthly 
bills for electrical energy (save the 
mark) with original full cash cost of ap- 
pliances ( instead of monthly charges for 
appliances — the comparable factor). In 
order to save time (for us Smithsons), I 
ahall include eost-of-wiring comparisons 
aa presented in an equally fallacious 
manner by friend Damon, under Fallacy 
No, 3, and discuss wiring, appliance and 
energy costs all together, as they should 
be dfseussed. 

Fallacy three: Cost of wiring as “a 
detriment" to adequate use of electricity 
and to the “fuller life" is treated by 
Damon with some partial facts and as- 
sumptions, in order to bring out the fol- 
lowing so-K!alled facts (Damon calls them 
facts) : 

An average house (with no range) 
having a small original equipment of 
sockets and receptacles, coats $00 to wire, 
possibly $80, and has a peak load of 
% k, w. (says friend Damon). To add a 
range would add $40 to the wiring cost 
(also says friend Damon). 

CampariBon of Incongruoui. 

Now of course we Smithsons know, 
even if the Damons don’t, that monthly 
bills for electrical energy have absolutely 


no proper relation to investment in ap- 
pliances or in wiring. What should be 
shown (by an engineer or informed per- 
son) is the annual cost of wiring, of ap- 
pliances and of energy. Then taking 
Damon *8 own figures, the comparison 
(with this fallacy corrected) becomes: 

Annual charges (water heater 
omitted) (Note, this is a fairly well 
equipped home)“ 

Electrical energy $100.00 

(Note, however, the low en- 
ergy rate, average) 

Appliances $000X12%= 100.00 

(12% is fair when replace- 
ments are cared for) 

Wiring $120X7%= 8.50 

(7% b fair, for wiring re- 
quires little repair) 

Note how low, not high, the annual 
coat of wiring, as compared with ap- 
pliances and with energy. Even if 
wiring coat is increased to $200 (see 
Mr, Damon’s efforts to run up its 
cost), note how low the annual cost 
still remains—both absolutely and in 
comparison- And today friend Da- 
mon should know that wiring can be 
paid for in monthly in&tallmentg. If 
paid for in one year, the annual cost 
during that one year is only doubled 
($17, still low, and then falls to $8,50). 
If paid for in three years (or more), 
in with building mortgage payments, 
the annual cost is very low, right from 
the start. How this truth contradicts 
friend Damon’s assumptions and 
claimed proofs is noted under hia f al- 
ia cie.s one and two, above. 

Fallacy four: But in the comparison of 
costs given under fallacy three above, we 
Smithsons have allowed Damon to give 
hb utility friends, in other ways, also, 
far too good a storj^ — a better one than 
facts justify. Monthly hiJl for energy is 
set at only per k.w.h. — too low. 


Most consumers, 
and all we Smith- 
sons, would be de- 
lighted to be granted 
such a rate. Cor- 
recting this further 
fallacy, the compari- 
son would then read 
y, as 

Annual charges 
(same home, but 
without the 
magic wand of too 
low rates for en- 
ergy applied)— 

Energy 

(4^c)_$135.0fi 
(Rate is still 
lower than av- 
erage) 

Appli- 
ances ^100.00 

Wiring , 8.60 

(Note that 
this little difTer- 
ence, of Ic per 
k.w., in energy rates, which Da- 
mon everywhere in his article says 
would mean nothing to a consumer as 
compared with wiring costs, actually 
makes four times as much difference 
to the consumer, as if wiring were 
given free to the consumer. "W’ell, 
well/' say w'c Smithsons, “what an 
argument for an engineer to put up." 
Why try to reduce $8.50 to $6 or $5 
or $4, and perhaps reduce safety, 
when a mere ^Ac per k.w. reduction 
in rate for energy will mean three 
times as much to us Smithsons?) 

Fallacy five: Damon proceeds to blow hot 
and cold with the same breath. He dis- 
cusses a house with adequate wiring and 
appliances as held back by cost of this 
wiring and these appliances. But he 
fails to show what (for this house) 
would be the investment cost of wiring, 
and what would be the peak load. Why 
is friend Damon so silent on these sig- 
nificant figures? Why, on the other 
hand, is he so very vehement on the 
insignificant figures which he tries to aet 
up as a bogey-man to show how expensive 
is investment cost of wiring when com- 
pared to its peak load? Well, of course, 
a utility man endeavoring to misdirect at- 
tention to wiring cost when he wishes to 
divert public attention away from elec- 
trical energy charges of much greater 
import than wiring costs, might think it 
clever to set up a story such as friend 
Damon (innocently, of course) set up. 
But in the ease of Mr. Damon, we must 
conclude it is not a clever attempt to de- 
ceive readers, but that friend Damon ia 
himself deceived or confused (the blind 
leading the blind, or assuming to do so). 

Loadft Own Figures 
In this confusion, friend Damon sets 
up fl story of an inadequately wired house 
where the wiring investment cost is $60 
or $80, and where peak load is but hi 
k.w. Friend Damon proceeds to hold up 
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Prospects Moderate for Housing This Spring 


By Electrical Warhers Journal Housing Aaikoriiy 


P rospects for residential building 
this coming spring look better than 
they have for many years. One 
very hopeful factor is the payment of 
the soldiers’ bonus just authorized by 
Congress. This will put a cash reserve 
into the hands of many thousands who 
would have bought homes in previous 
years if their savings had not been so 
drastically depleted by bank and secur- 
ity failures, lack of employment! and 
other tolls of the depression. The FHA 
insured mortgage loan has resulted in 
more liberal credit, up to 80 per cent 
of the value of house and lot being sup^ 
plied in an amortizing first trust. Con- 
tractors say they have many customers 
who are eager to build or buy, and whose 
income is sufliicient to take care of 
monthly payments, but who simply have 
not been able to accumulate all of the 
necessary 20 per cent. 

Meanwhile, the lag in residential 
building has resulted in all sorts of 
proposals for changing the design of the 
home or the methods by which it is built. 
Significantly, these proposals come, not 
from men .of experience in the residen- 
tial construction field, or construction 
generally, but from executives of, and 
organizations subsidized by, manufac- 
turing corporations. It is further sig- 
nificant that the goods manufactured by 
these corporations generally include 
some lines used in residential building 
or equipment — such as radiators, re- 
frigerators, steel, electrical supplies, 
heating plants, plumbing, etc. 

That their real motive is to make it 
possible for more American families to 
own homes, we take liberty to doubt. 
There is a simple and direct method of 
doing this which these corporations have 
not conspicuously followed; that is, by 
word and by deed, advocating higher' — 
much higher — wage standards for work- 
ers, and stability of employment that 
makes the worker feel sure that he can 
continue to meet his monthly payments 
as they fall due, until his home is paid 
for. Going below the surface the real 
aims appear as follows: 

(1) By means of more prefabrica- 
tion of building materials in the fac- 
tory, to draw a larger share of the home 
buyer’s dollar into corporation profits- 
(2> To wreck building trades unions 
and reduce wages of skilled craftsmen, 
while lessening their time-share in the 
building job, 

(3) Eventually, to arrive at monop- 
oly control in residential building. 

Prefabricated Hoiise Failt 

Efforts to market a prefabricated 
house have been made many times, and 
in practically all cases have resulted in 
failure. The one exception we can 
think of is the prefabricated summer 
cottage, which does not even aim to 
achieve the standards of permanent 
bousing. Years ago the Russell Sage 


Promised revolution in types 
fails of materialization. House- 
holders more conservative about 
homes than any other possession. 


Foundation tried to build a whole com- 
munity of prefabricated bouses, with a 
factory and erecting machinery right 
on the site. Their efforts met with so 
little favor that the project was aban- 
doned shortly after it was begun and the 
community development continued with 
houses of the traditional type. Shortly 
after the war Thomas A. Edison also 
tried it, also admitted failure. There 
have been many other unsuccessful 
attempts. 

Nevertheless, since home construc- 
tion is one of the few great fields left 
for local small business, it exercises 
a fatal fascination for those who regard 
every type of production in terms of the 
factory, masa production, and the cor- 
poration. As we have pointed out in 
previous articles a product has not yet 
been produced that can compete on even 
terms with traditional home building 
methods and materials. 

We do not believe that a completely 
factory fabricated house can do more 
than to put a very small dent in the great 
borne building market. While these 
structures are still in the experimental 
stage they cannot be produced at a cost 
as tow as can a house of the same dimen- 


sions in frame or even in brick; they are 
less attractive both exterior and interior 
than conventional houses; and when ex- 
posed to the weather for a round of 
seasons they are apt to show serious de- 
fects both in structure and material. All 
these are reasons why the prefabricated 
dwelling cannot capture a large enough 
share of the market to warrant a lower, 
mass-production price. 

Actually, home buyers of America are 
satisfied with the houses offered by local 
contractors. The home buyer is of 
thrifty, conservative character. He 
wants his home to express his own tastes 
and desirea as much as possible, with 
perhaps some reminiscent trend to cher- 
ished scenes of his childhood. The most 
favored architecture of this country 
harks back to the early settlers with 
their Cape Cod, early American, colo- 
nial, and southern colonial dwellings. 
In spite of the development of modern 
heating plants, one of the first questions 
two out of three prospective buyers ask 
is, *’Has it an open fireplace where we 
can have real fires?" Moreover, the 
home owner who buys a house designed 
after a good historic style, one that is 
well suited to its locality, has made a 
purchase with a substantial value and he 
will have no difiiculty finding a pur* 
chaser should he care to sell it, whereas 
novelties have no stable value. 

Real Eatate Men Oppoiie 

Real estate men should not be ex- 
pected to look with favor on revolution- 
on 85 ) 
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Europe Unreceptive to Bare Neutral 

By Dr. M, G. LLOYD, U. S. Bureau af Standards 


Editor^s Under th-e iiile 

v(ition8 on Wirinff PracticeB Abroad/’ 
the eminent authomfy of the U. S. Bu- 
reau of Standards ile scribes important 
njiriny methods m Europe in the Na^ 
tional Fire Protection *49SOCiafiaTi Quar- 
terly for Jmmary, 

A ttendance at mtemational coTi- 
fercnces in Europe in 1936 af- 
forded the writer some opportunity 
to observe practices in the wiring of 
buildings, but not time for a thorough 
investigation such as would have been 
of interest. 

The advocacy of the bare-neutral sys- 
tem for the interSor wiring of buildings 
in the ITnited States made it of especial 
interest to investigate the use of that 
system in England, where it is not a 
new proposal, but has been in use for 
many years* Ila use has been very re- 
stricted, but I was fortunate in finding 
one installation which I could inspect* 
Since in this system the neutral wire 
is not insulated and is subject to contact 
with grounded objects throughout its 
run, the conditions for its use in Eng- 
land are not very favorable* The Elec- 
tricity Supply Regulations {1934) state 
in paragraph 4 (a) : 

**The connection with earth shall be 
made at one point only in each distinct 
system, unless connection with earth at 
more than one point is for the time being 
approved by the electricity commis- 
sioners with the concurrence of the Post- 
master General and is made in accord- 
ance with the eonditione, if any, of that 
approval, and the insulation of each 
such system shall be efficiently main- 
tained at all other parts,” 

formerly there were no approvals 
for local grounding, so that the wiring 
had to be insulated from the supply 
circuit by the use of a transformer. More 
recently I am informed that such ap- 
provals have been issued in certain 
instances. 

Earthed concentric wiring is recog- 
nized in the regulations for the elec- 
trical equipment of buildings, issued by 
the Institution of Electrical Engineers, 
Rule 412(a) of the 1984 edition states: 
**Earthed concentric wiring shall only 
be used where : — 

**(a) It is connected to the secondary 
side of a transformer or converter and 
is so arranged as to he electrically in- 
sulated from the public supply system; 
or 

‘*(b> It has been approved by the 
electricity commissioners for connec- 
tion to a particular supply system; or, 
“(c) The supply U obtained from a 
private generating plant*" 

For isolated plants, the use of con- 
centric wiring is not restricted to alter- 
nating curreriL, and I am informed it 
has been used in a number of such 
installations, 

The installation which I visited 


Wiring system being ardently 
advocated by utilities in United 
States is greatly restricted abroad > 


through the courtesy of Mr, Hird of the 
Fixed Price Light Company was in a 
London tenement house on the south 
side of the Thames River (Waterloo). 
The conductor used is known as “Stan- 
nos" wire and consists of a rubber- 
insulated, stranded copper conductor 
surrounded by a tinned copper sheath* 
This sheath is of sufficient thickness to 
provide a greater cross-section than the 
inner conductor, so that the drop of 
voltage on the neutral conductor is lower 
than is customary in the ordinary two- 
wire insulated system. The sheath ia 
water-tight and la rigid enough to be 
mechanicaHy strong and makes a very 
neat appearance when run as exposed 
wire. It is, however, scmi-fiexible, so 
that it can be bent around corners with 
a liberal radius. 

Special fittings have been devised for 
making joints and taps, and in these fit- 
tings the grounded outer conductor is 
clamped and not soldered to the fittings* 
Care is taken in running this conductor 
to keep it out of contact with gas piping* 
Every attempt has been made to make 
the installation as inexpensive as possi- 
ble, mduding the use of hardwood 
switch bases. Pendent cords take the 
place of ceiling or wall fixtures, to a 
large extent. Special lamp-holders and 
lamp bases have been utilized, so that 
the different sizes of lamps are not in- 
terchangeable* This is done for the 
reason that lamps are supplied by the 
company above mentioned, with free 
renewals, and current is also supplied 
by them at a fixed price per week on 
a flat-rate basis, and no initial charge 
is made for the wiring of the build- 
ing, Such a flat rate basis of supply 
eliminates the need for installation 
and reading of meters in the premises 
of the individual tenants, and there 
is but one meter to measure the 
current supplying the entire block of 
tenements. This meter is the basis for 
reimbursement of the utility company 
by the contracting company which deals 
directly with the tenant* 

Supply for the earthed concentric 
system is usually through a transformer 
which steps the distribution voltage of 
230 volts down to IIB volts. In other 
cases permission has been obtained to 
connect the wiring system directly to 
the supply mains. 

Inquiry among electrical engineers 
gave me the impression that this method 
of wiring was not regarded as firet-dass, 
had not been widely used, and was not 
considered for important buildings* The 
chief electrical inspector for factories, 


Mr. H. W, Swann, of the home office, 
stated that he did not know of any 
installation of the earthed concentric 
system of wiring in factories or other 
industrial plants coming under his juris- 
diction. Nevertheless, installations sim- 
ilar to the one inspected were said to 
exist in other districts of London, at 
Gitlmgham and other places, and 
throughout the entire area of a few 
local supply systems. As noted below, 
however, an earth connection of not 
more than one ohm is an essential 
unless other precautionary measures are 
applied. 

Thi& Leakage-Trip Coil 

A device vrhose use is increasing in 
England deserves special mention here. 
It is designated as “the leakage-trip 
coil" and its use is epeelfled in the fol- 
lowing paragraphs from the wiring 
regulations. Under “Control and Dis- 
tribution of the Supply," Rule 116 
states : 

“Where the normal working current 
in an outgoing circuit from a distribu- 
tion fuse-board or switchboard or from 
the main switchgear exceeds 100 am- 
peres, unless it can be insured that the 
total resistance of the earth continuity 
path at all times is so low as to permit, 
in the event of a fault to earth on an 
outer or phase conductor, or on the 
non-earthed conductor of such circuit, 
sufficient overload current to flow to 
operate the circuit-breakers or cut-outs 
protecting the circuit, there shall be 
fitted an automatic leakage-trip device 
whereby such circuit or the whole instal- 
lation shall be disconnected from the 
supply whenever the leakage to earth 
attains a prescribed value not greater 
than 100 amperes (see also Regulation 
1005). 

In the section on “Earthing," Rule 
1005(C) states: 

“Where it is economically impractic- 
able to obtain an earth having a resist- 
ance of not more than one ohm, earthing 
shall be supplemented by an earth-leak- 
age trip so adjusted that it will operate 
at not more than 30 milliamperes. In this 
circumstance the automatic leakage- 
trip device specified in Rule 110 is not 
required." 

Rule 1002, which deals with bath- 
rooms, contains the following in a fine- 
print note : 

“If portable appliances are not of the 
'alWnsulated' type it is recommended 
that the final sub-circuits bo protected 
by automatic leakage-trip devicea set 
to operate on a leakage current not 
exceeding 30 mill i am pares.” 

Since lighting circuits in England are 
usually operated at 230 volts, and both 
fixed and portable appliancea are of the 
same voltage class, the need for protec- 
tive devices to prevent shock in case of 
insulation failure is much greater than 
(CoitHrmed on 8n) 
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Hide Behind Security Act to Quiz Workers 


J OHN G, WINANT, director of the 
Social Security Board, baa found it 
necessary to state publicly that there 
was nothing: in the Social Security Act 
that permitted employers to send out 
question na ire 3 to workers asking leading 
questions. He found this necessary be- 
cause the U. S. Department of Labor had 
reported to it the fact that in widespread 
sections of the United States employers 
were making the Social Security Act an 
excuse to carry on an inquisition. This 
is In line with other anti-union and Fas- 
cist policies of big business. They are 
against social security but they are will- 
ing to make it an excuse for carrying on 
the concerted program of worker perse- 
cution. 

The press has taken notice of Director 
Winant^s public statement but the press 
has not revealed the viciousness of the 
inquisitorial conduct of the employers* 
The Electrical Workers Joorkal has 
received a copy of the questions that have 
been circulated in a good many plants and 
is publishing them herewith in full. 

view of the fact that certain por- 
tions of the recently passed Social Se- 
curity Act will become effective Janu- 
ary 1, 1036, we wish to advise you that 


Employers are circulating 
quesliotinaires in plants in an 
effort to elicit information on 
union membersliipi under guise 
of official necessity* 


within a few days someone will be in 
your plant for the purpose of securing 
certain information, which is necessary 
for every employer in the United States 
to have regarding his employees, 

^*We list below a few of the most im- 
portant questions and may wo in turn 
receive your full co-operation in answer- 
ing these questions in full when ap- 
proached. 

“L Single, married, divorced. 

*'2, Number of dependents (parents, 
children, how many?). 

'*3, Name, address, telephone numher. 
"4, Education. 

**5. Relation to employer (also any rela- 
tives employed by him)* 

*‘6. Home owner. Do you board or 
live with parents? 


*‘7i Health. Have you any invisible 
defects? 

'*8. Height, weight 
^*0. Trade and occupation. 

'*10. How many years have you resided 
in state, lived in country? 

**11* Date and place of birth. 

“12. Are you affiliated with any labor 
organization? 

**I3. Religion. 

**14. Are you a citizen? If not, do you 
intend to be naturalized? 

**15. Do you speak English? 

**16. Sign name* If unable to write, an 
X must be placed in correct place, 
witnessed by your department 
bead.” 

No wwker is under any obligation 
whatsoever to answer such questions in 
connection with the Social Security pro- 
gram and should emphatically refuse to 
do so. 

Without an Act 

The year 1D36 will be recorded in 
American history as one in which the 
United States made its first effort, on 
a nation-wide baais, to provide some 
reasonable degree of economic security 
tContlnaeil cm pfige 82> 
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If Americans Care Enough, Slums Can Go 


Editor’s nofe: The yatiomd Public 

Hutitting Conference just closed a confer- 
ence in Wftshmsfton, D. C. This is one of 
u series heinff held thrantjhout the coun- 
try. Af the Washinfftou conference 
Stmt lor Wuffner spoke for a tie it* era of 
dveeni hottsing for the nafion. 

T he job of cJeanitig up the slums, of 
tearing down the rotten old rook- 
eries and buihling instead new 
flean quarters for those who cannot af- 
tovd to pay more than a stipend for rent, 
is up to the government. This is the 
opinion of everyone W'ho has made a 
study of the situation. Because it can- 
not be done at a pndit, to keep rents 
Urn entnjf^h subsidies may be necessary. 
Etforts to make government, both na- 
tional and municipal, assume this bur- 
den and take care of it through orderly 
planning, are now being made. 

Although low cost housing was one of 
the big objectives on the emergency re- 
lief program, comparatively little has 
been accomplished. One fibstacle after 
another has been put in the way. Real 
estate interests have mixed in to boost 
prices for land, courts have interfered 
w'ith condemnation proceedings, and the 
latest jolt is Comptroller General Mc- 
Carl’s ruling (January 2K) that PWA 
housing projects must be completely 
amortizing. That means that rents 
charged must be high enough to pay the 
total cost of the project, which it is said 
will put occupancy beyond the reach of 
the low* income groups the builtlings were 
intended for. 

All the more important, therefore, 
lc>oms Senator Robert F, Wagner slum 
clearance and housing proposal to be 
introduced in Congress for the second 
time. The New York Senator believes 
that for permanent recovery a program 
of building to include 14,000,000 new* 
homes in the next 10 years is necessary, 
Hc>me^ for the one-third of all American 
families w^hich have incomes of less than 
$1,500 per year must be built partly 
through government subsidy, he says. 
There would be about R, 000,000 such 
homes. To assist in meeting the cost of 
these bouses a federal revolving fund of 
about one billion dollars would be set 
up. As income from completed houses 
came back into the fund, the money 
could be used over and over. 

The program, briefly, would be as 
follows: 

To set up in the Department of In- 
terior a Division of Housing, under a 
director appointed by the President. 

This division would formulate and ex- 
ecute a program of slum clearance and 
low-rent public housing. It would also 
•'encourage, assist and co-operate with 
local public housing bodies.*' 

It would make loans and grants to 
hical housing agencies up to 30 per cent 
of the cost of labor and materials used 
in construction. 

Where no local government agency 
is ready or willing to dear its own alums 


Senator Wagner's bill provides 
for an order ly^ planned approach 
to the awful blight of sub-stand- 
ard housing. 


or build low-rent houses, the federal Di- 
vision of Housing could step in and do 
the job itself. 

Government Subsidy Needed 

Senator Wagner believes that decent 
hollaing can bn provided for families in 
the lowest income class, only by direct 
government subsidy and that slum cess- 
pools of disease and crime can be cleaned 
out in this way only. 

He has not forgotten the needs of 
biiiltiing trades workers, for his plan in- 
sists on fair union wages, and he be- 
lieves it would permanently re-employ 
the building trades and materials work- 
ers, who make up one-third of the de- 
pression unemployed. 

Clearing and rebuilding the slums is 
a dilUcult problem and cannot be done 
if the buildings erected must pay a 
profit, because the cost of the land and 
old buildings, and the expense of razing 
them runs the total cost up too high. 
On unimproved land the cost naturally 
is lower, but half the objective has not 
been reacberl Tear down the alumsi get 
rid of the old insanitary, crowded, badly 


ventilated firetraps; replace them with 
modem, sanitary, sunlit and decently 
planned structures* The two halves of 
the program are necessarily coupled. 

The city of Washington has been 
carrying on its own experiments in alum 
clearance. For years the city had been 
trying to get rid of its "alley dwellings/' 
In the old part of the city with its large 
blocks, there was enough apace in the 
alley for small dwellings to be con- 
structed. Many of these were built be- 
fore or at the time of the Civil War, in- 
tended for colored servants and the 
negro refugees who streamed into the 
city. Now these houses, usually insani- 
tary and in bad repair, constitute a men- 
ace to the health and morals of the city. 
They are said to be favorite hide-outs 
for criminals, and police say it is almost 
impossible to patrol the alleys. 

DUtrict of Columbia Battles Problem 

Recently Congress authorized a new 
set-up to deal with the problem, the 
Alley Dwelling Authority, which was 
authorized to acquire property in alley 
squares by gift, purchase or condemna- 
tion, to replat and redevelop it for such 
uses as are beneficial to the neighbor- 
hood and to the city as a whole. The 
authority may sell, lease, or retain and 
manage this property. 

Talking to James Ring, administrative 
assistant, in the office of the authority, 
we found that a survey had been made 

(Gontlnueii on page 86) 



Ttila row of Ore alley liauae*s was lUo first purohaaocl. by tbo AUt;y DwellLufr Authority. 
Wimhlujetfiii:. IK C., it bf^u:an opuratlous In IVoTeiubnr, UKU. Tlii? houses, which froutetl 

on a i»intik hHrk wall, have since bccu (tcmollshcil and the authority Ih const ructitis: on the 
site mi M ut^inifthUc repoir shop, this being the beat use to which the Iniul could be placed. 
Tlo* authority npcmtcs nn Inilcpcmlent agency of the federal govcrninetit. with power 
to jo'dnli**' n«rh property as may be n-qnlBlte for re d e vein p merit lo a nqitare containing an 
liihiibittnl alley, ami to develop aiich altea In accordance with Hie needs of the community. 
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Moves to Create Great New Power Area 


T he father of the national power 
program who gave the great Tennes- 
see Valley development to the United 
States, Senator Norris, has put into Con- 
gress a bill creating the Mississippi 
Valley Authority, This bill is virtually 
identical with the Tennessee Valley Act 
and puts the control of the gi*eat Missis- 
sippi River in the hands of a federal 
authority for development, for flood, wa- 
ter control, navigation, and power 
development* 

The bill excludes the Ohio River and 
its tributaries, placing these waters into 
the control of the Tennessee Valley 
Authority, Because this bill moves upon 
the same lines as the Tennessee Valley 
Authority, we are not giving the fea- 
tures of it in full* 

At the same time Senator Norris has 
put into Congress a bill looking toward 
the creation of a national rural electri- 
fication policy. This bill enables the 
Rural Electrification Administration to 
serve the farmers adequately both as to 
the supplying of power and appliances. 
The text of this bill in full is as follows: 

74th CONfniKSS 
2i> 

S. 3483 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED 
STATES 

January 6, 1936 

Mr* Norris introduced the following bill ; 
which was read twice and referred to 
the Committee on Agriculture and 
Forestry 

A BILL 

To provide for rural alectrih cation, and 
for other purposes* 

Be it enacted by the Senate and Houfte 
of Repreaentativea of the Unhed Staten 
of America m Congrean asnembled, That 
there is hereby created and established 
an agency of the United States to be 
known as the "Rural Electrification Ad- 
ministration/’ all of the powers of which 
shall be exercised by an Adminiatrator, 
who shall be appointed by the President, 
by and with the advice and consent of the 
Senate, for a term of nine years, and 
who shall receive a salary of $10,000 per 
year* This Act may be cited as the 
"Rural Electriflcation Act of 1936." 

Sec. 2. The administrator is author- 
issed and empowered to promote in the 
several states and territories of the 
United States the electrification of rural 
areas not receiving central station elec- 
tric light and power serxdce by making 
loans as hereinafter provided; to make, 
or cause to be made^ studies, investiga- 
tions, and reports concerning the condi- 
tion and progress of the electrification 
of rural areas in the several states and 
territories; and to publish information 
with respect thereto. 

Sec. 3. There is hereby authorised to 
be appropriated, out of any money in 
the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, 


Senator Norris puts in bill to 
create Mississippt Valley Author^ 
ity, and a bill to establish na- 
tional rural electribcation policy. 


for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1937, 
and for each of the nine years there- 
after, the sum of $106,000,000 for the 
purpose of making the loans as herein- 
after provided. Out of each of such 
annual appropriations there shall be 
allotted yearly by the administrator the 
sum of $70,000,000 for loans in the sev- 
eral states in the proportion which their 
rural population not then receiving cen- 
tral station electric light and power 
service bears to the total rural popula- 
tion of the United States not then re- 
ceiving such service. The administrator 
shall, as soon as possible in each fiscal 
year, determine for each state and for 
the United States the rural population 
not then receiving such service. Out of 
each of such annual appropriations there 
shall be available the sum of $30,000,000 
for loans in the several states and in the 
territories, without apportionment as 
hereinabove provided, in such amounts 
for each state and territory as, in the 
opinion of the administrator, may be 
effectively employed for the purposes of 
this act: Frovidedf however. That not 
more than 10 per centum of said sum of 
$30,000,000 may be employed in any one 
stale, or in all of the territories. 

Sec* 4, The Administrator ia author- 
ised and empowered, from the sums here- 
inbefore authorised to be appropriated, 
to make loans to states, territories, and 


subdivisions and agencies thereof, munic- 
ipalities, and organization of citizens or 
farmers, not organized or doing business 
for profit, but primarily for the purpose 
of supplying electricity to their own citi- 
zens or members, for the purpose of finan- 
cing the construction of generating 
plants and electric transmission and dis- 
tribution lines or syatems for the furnish- 
ing of electric energy to rural areas not 
receiving central station service. Such 
loans shall be self-liquidating within a 
period of not to exceed 40 years, shall 
bear interest at a rate not to exceed 3 
per centum per annum, and shall be pay- 
able out of income. 

Sec. fi* The Administrator is author- 
ized and empowered, from the sums here- 
inbefore authorized to be appropriated, 
to make loans for the purpose of finan- 
cing the wiring of the premises of con- 
sumers of electric energy along the lines 
or systems financed under the provisions 
of section 4, and for the acquisition and 
installation of electrical and plumbing 
appliances and equipment by such con- 
sumers. Such loans may be made to any 
of the borrowers of funds loaned under 
the proviaions of section 4 to individual 
consumers or to any person, firm, or cor- 
poration supplying or installing the said 
wiring, appliances, or equipment. Such 
loans shall be for such terms, subject to 
such conditions, and so secured as reas- 
onably to assure repayment thereof, and 
shall be at a rate of interest not exceed- 
ing 3 per centum per annum. 

Sec. 6. For the purpose of adminis- 
tering this act and for the purpose of 
making the studies, investigations, pub- 
lications, and reports herein provided 
for, there is hereby authorized to be ap- 

^Copthiued on pairo SSJ 
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National Power Policy Is Goal 


T he rapiii and widespread increase in 
the uses of electricity for many and 
v^aried purposes has been so great 
in the past decade that were industry to 
resume its 1929 production the generate 
ing and distributioTi facilities of public 
utilities of this country would not be 
sufficient to meet the demand for power 
by a matter of 2^326,000 kilowatts of 
generating capacity. This is the con- 
tention of the Federal Power Commis- 
sion in its annual report submitted to the 
new session of Congress. The conten- 
tion is based on a preliminary survey 
made by the commission of power re- 
sources and power requirements of the 
United States, The survey is being con- 
tinued with the likelihood of a vast, de- 
tailed and accurate report of electrical 
resources being submitted in the future. 
However^ the commission believes 
that the preltniinary report is sufficient 
evidence that the following conclusions 
are "conservative and fully supported 
by the facts/* We quote from the 
report : 

"1, Upon the resumption of the pre- 
depression rate of industi'ial activity, 
there will be a demand for power capac- 
ity which will exceed that actually ex- 
perienced in 1929 by at least 4,000,000 
kilowatts, 

"2. Based on the then existing inter- 
connections and intercompany contracts, 
the dependable generating capacity of 
power plants, as reported for the year 
19S3, was 2,325,000 kilow^atts less than 
the total capacity that will be required 
to maintain an adequate power supply, 
with necessary reserves, for the load 
which will obtain upon the resumption 
of the pre-depression rate of industrial 
activity. 

Obsolescence Feared 

“3. As of January 1 , 1935, 56 per cent 
of the total installed steam -elec trie ca- 
pacity of the United States had attained 
an age of 10 years or more; of this nearly 
one-fifth was 20 years old or older. 

These figures indicate that a very 
large percentage of the total steam-elec- 
tric capacity in the nation is rapidly 
approaching the time when large expend- 
itures will be required for moderniaa- 
tion and replacements and for the addi- 
tional plants needed to meet the demands 
that will be created by a return of the 
predepression rate of industrial activity. 

"The accuracy of this forecast is indi- 
cated by the fact that the sales of elec- 
trical energy have already (November, 
1935) exceeded the 1929 maximum, al- 
though the industrial demand is still ma- 
terially below pre depression levels. 

"This report further points to the de- 
sirability of planning power supplies on 
a regionaT basis, in order to secure tbe 
greatest economy in the production and 
distribution of electrical energy in time 
of peace and the maximum utilization of 
these resources in war/' 

In the Public Utility Act of 1935, the 
commission was granted authority by 


Federal Power Commissian 
takes new important role as re- 
vealed by annual report. 


Congress to deal with two important 
phases of the generation and sale of elec- 
tric power. In title I of the statute Con- 
gress asserted its authority over the 
financial structure and practices of hold- 
ing-company systems with the aim of re- 
lieving local utilities and, through them, 
the public, of the excessive charges im- 
posed by holding companies. In title II 
Congress reached out to establish regu- 
latory control over the interstate activi- 
ties of electric utilities which states were 
unable to control, and to co-operate with 
state regulatory bodies in the intention 
to make their efforts more effective. Be- 
cause states were denied the right to fix 
rates for that part of power production 
which is sold interstate and wholesale for 
resale, by the United States Supreme 
Court, Congress gave this power to the 


Federal Power Commission, and the au- 
thority of the commission here has not 
yet suffered judicial attack. 

Research Service Offered 

When requested by any state commis- 
sion, the Federal Power Commission un- 
dertakes to investigate the cost of pro- 
duction and transmission of electricity 
by means of interstate facilities and to 
supply such data to be used in local rate 
cases ; and to order proper and adequate 
interstate service. Securities of inter- 
state operating companies must be ap- 
proved by the federal body, which is also 
granted power to establish a uniform 
system of accounting for such utilities. 

In preparing for and satisfying the 
tremendous future demand for electric 
power, federal planning and regulation 
will be very necessary, it is believed. In 
order to provide the greatest possible 
use of existing facilities the commission 
believes it will be necessary to create 
great regional networks organized for 
power transmission. Under "Co-ordi- 
nation of Power Facilities and Ee- 
(Continued on pa^e 87) 
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Casey’s Chronicles of the Work World 


By SHAPPIE 


(ContlijiK'il from Jununry 
THE SLEET STORM 

We joined the Itn&men — a hardy haytdf 
The Bleet et07m*a wreck ta repair. 

We deftly foined eaeh broken etrand 
Of the myriad wires prostrate e*er the 
land. 

And stf'^ing them again in the air, 

W E'D only jqs* got started to work 
when a sleet storm struck the 
country. We didn't get any of it 
in our section but it hit Toronto bad. 
The ice was so heavy there that the poles 
snapped off like pipe stems an' them big 
leads o' wires, cross arms an' all, come 
crashin' down in a tangled mass. 

The Hnemen jus' waded in with 
their pliers an' cut every wire in 
sight an' they hooked teams on to 
the wreckage an* hauled it on to 
vacant lots to get rid of it, ^ 

The company started in right / 
away to rush up new leads, an* / 
linemen was worth their weight in /, 
gold. Some of our fellers was / *§ 
shipped there, an' they was tcllin' 
us about it afterwards. They said 
the company paid them overtime 
an' worked them as long as they 
could see, but the weather was 
fierce, way down below Kero, with 
a regular blizKard blowin* most o' 
the time, but some days the cold 
got so bad that flesh an' blood 
couldn't stand any more an’ they 
had to knock off early. One of 
the worst days the superintendent 
come along in the afternoon an' when 
he saw the gangs, with their eyes all 
frosted so they could hardly see, an' 
icicles bangin' from their moustaches, 
he said, **Boys, this weather is not fit 
fer man or beast. Knock off an' call 
it a day,” 

Me an' Terry was lucky we wasn't in 
that mix up. There was hundreds o* 
miles o' toll lines down. Me an' Ten*y 
was sent up into Northern Ontario where 
we joined a small gang o' two linemen 
an' a foreman to work on an old 25-foot 
lead earryin' a pair o' No, 14 coppers 
toll lines, but when we got there to start 
in there was none o' that wire visible, it 
was buried in the snow banks with ice 
around it as big as yer wrist, all that was 
left on the insulators was the copper tie 
wires. It was a rush job, the main thing 
was to get the wires up an' workin'. We 
would dig up the end of a span, tie it 
around the pole, grab a chunk o* the ice 
around the wire an' slither it along as 
we dug up the wire until we got to the 
next pole. That cleaned the ice off an' 
then we would go back to the end of the 
wire an' connect it up to the last span 
with the copper sleeves we used. As it 
was broke at every span it took a lot o' 
sleeves, an* we would often run out o* 
them an* make three wire connections. 
The poles an* cross arms was a glare o' 
tea. We all wore what was called west- 


In biting blustering language 
of men who work, another amaz- 
ing chronicle unfolds. 


ern hooks an' they usually had short 
plugs, an* yuh can imagine the time we 
had to get a spur holt through the ice 
on the poles an' tumbles into the snow 
banks was quite common, but nobody 
ever got hurt over 'em, the snow was 
loo deep fer that. 

We alius had a team, bob sleighs an' 



S1IAPP1I-: 

a driver with us to carry supplies that 
we might need, an* that team was awful 
handy to rush us in to the hotel when we 
quit work, because it was too dark to see 
any longer an’, in the morning, it would 
rush \X5 out to the job before daylight. 
It was awful cold, way down below 
sero, an' some days, when the wind was 
blowin' an* the air was full o' snow, 
yuh couldn't see from one pole to 
another. One night, jus* before dark, 
one of the fellers had to go out to a pole 
that set in a hollow where the water had 
drained in* The snow had blown off the 
ice an' it looked solid enough to hold 
a house, but there must o' been an air 
hole in it, any way, jus* as he got near 
the pole, the ice give away an' poor 
little Alec went down up to his neck 
in the water. He let out a yell that 
brought us all on the spot in a hurry* 
Terry grabbed a rail oflF a fence an' slid 
it along side the hole an' pulled him out. 
He tied a handline around his waist an' 
then made him grab holt of the end of 
the sleigh box an* we all hopped in an' 
the teamster put the bud on the horses 
an' ran 'em all the way to the hotel, 
Terry yells t *‘Hang on for your life 
Alecj if yuh fall down Pll drag yuh 
along so we won't lose you.” 

But little Alec didn't fall down, but 
I'll bet his heels was hittin' the back o' 
his head, an' when we got to the hotel 


his clothes was froze as stiff as a board. 
We rushed him into the bar room where 
the big pot-bellied stove was red hot, 
an' it took three big shots o’ whiskey an' 
a half an hour's application of the heat 
before he could get his clothes off; but 
he was all right the next morning, 

A little while after that we wound up 
in a small town jus* in time to meet 
two other gangs finiahin* up other lines* 
There was a grand reunion that night 
Some of the fellers got apifflicated* 
Another bunch never went to bed at all, 
they sat up playin' draw poker until 
breakfast time* We finished up a little 
local work in the town the next day an' 
then the gang was sent away on 
other lines. Jus' by chance our 
little gang was sent out on the very 
line that I started to work on. The 
sleet storm hadn't hit this section 
so bad, so we made pretty good 
time. 

One day we come along by the 
church where my people was 
buried an' the foreman waited 
while Terry an' me wont in to see 
the graves* Everything was 
buried in the deep snow, but we 
brushed some of it away so that 
we could road the name.s on the 
stones, r felt protty had, but 
after we'd stood there a minute 
Terry put his arm over my 
Bhoulder an' says: ‘*Come away 
lad, Yuh lost yer best friend 
there but yer alius goin’ to have 
a good one in me/' So we went 
back to the gang. 

When we come along by the farm 
where I had worked I ran in to see the 
farmer. They was awful glad to see me 
an' as soon as they found out there was 
a gang waitin' fer me out in the cold 
the farmer went out an' made them come 
in, and his wife made a big pitcher o' 
hot coffee, an' bread an' butter* We was 
alius hungry an' did full justice to it* 
The farmer's wife came over to me an' 
whispered, "Thank you very much for 
the money, Billy, but yuh shouldn't have 
sent it, I'd kept flowers on yer mother's 
grave jus' the same* 'Them old people 
have been dead fer a good many years, 
but I alius had a warm spot in my heart 
fer them. They didn't have very much, 
but that didn't stop them from helping 
me ail they could.” 

Well, "Slim,” you've been a pretty 
patient listener to all my joys an' sor- 
rows so far, but it's gettin* late an* the 
rest o' the story ull keep till some other 
time, if yuh still want to hear it/* 

"I sure do,” said "Slim.” "Tm goin’ to 
put a proposition to yuh the same as 
Terry did. Yuh see my room? Well, 
why not come an* double up with me? 
I'm more interested in your story than 
you'd imagine, an' I want to hear the rest 
of it. What do you say?” 

"I'll move my things in tomorrow,” 
said Bill, 
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All - Electrified Can Plant at Tampa 


By THEODORE FIGENTZER, L U. No. 108 


T he AMERICAN CAN COMPANY'S 
new plant is about 95 per cent com- 
pleted at this time. It is the most 
modern plant of its type in the country. 
It is about as automatically controlled as 
any plant can possibly be operated. 

TfVhen the plant la entirely completed 
there will be 12 lines of machinery in- 
stalled! giving the plant a capacity of 
SjCOO cans per minute or 216|000 cans 
per hour. The plant is also equipped 
to manufacture sanitary containers. 

The tin used comes from the mills, 
cut so that each sheet will make 12 cans. 
Very little waste material can be found 
in this plant, credit being due to the 
engineering department of the can com- 
pany, which designs and manufactures 
the machines. 

The tin is cut into 12 pieces and 
stacked into four stacks by the cutting 
machine. The stacks are then placed in 
the body making machine, which forms 
the body and aoldera it. The body is 
then taken to the danger by means of an 
elevating conveyor and a gravity con- 
veyor. This machine flanges the body 
so that the top and bottom will fit 
properly. 

The body is again raised by means of 
a belt conveyor and runs down the con- 
veyor to the bottom machine which rolls 
the bottoms to the body. Conveyors 


American Can Company erecla 
modem plant which reaches 
enormous hourly capacity. Nearly 
6,000|000 in 24-hour day. Hat- 
held is contractor, and union does 
wiring. 


take the cans to the testing machine, 
where they are tested by means of air 
pressurep cans that prove to be defec- 
tive are automatically ejected. These 
cans are later retested by hand, and if 
found to be in good condition are placed 
in the line again, those rejected are re- 
corded and their fault determined. 

AimQ«t Autoniatie Performance 

The cans are now ready for atoring, 
packing, or shipping, whichever is de- 
sired. The conveyors take the cans to 
the storage plant, the cans are turned 
automatically while being carried to the 
rear so as to be in the proper position 
for packing* The cans can be taken 
from the conveyors and into the railroad 
cars aulomalicallyf then are stacked in 
the cars by hand. This is one of the only 
places men are required in the line. 


Packing machines are placed at the 
end of the conveyors, the cans are placed 
in the boxes by the machines. The boxes 
move along a conveyor and are closed by 
the sealing machine, then shipped or 
stored as desired. 

There is also a machine shop and ser- 
vice department in the plant. The ma- 
chine shop is f ully equipped to take care 
of all repairs for the plant and such 
repairs as required by the service 
department. 

The service department is for the pur- 
pose of maintaining and servicing closing 
machines which are loaned to the users 
of the cans. All equipment, used to man- 
ufacture and seal these cans, is designed, 
manufactured, and ow^ned by the Ameri- 
can Can Co. 

It is of interest to note that this plant 
is also electrified throughout it» entirety. 
The current rating is 1200 amperes at 
440 volts, having a power consumption 
of 800 KW. The main switches are oil 
switches. All panels are equipped with 
circuit breakers, no fuses being used in 
the panels. 

The power supply is three phase, 440 
volts, the lighting supply is three phase 
four wire 110-220 volts. The lighting 
system was designed so that IB foot- 
candles are obtained on the working 
(CunUjiued od 84) 
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Undermining Anyone who has read a Uttle history knows 
the Judiciary that institutions do not die because of out- 
side attacks, They die from within. The 
great Roman Empire was not pushed over by hordes of bar- 
barians f^om the North but rusted out by slow processes of 
corruption at its heart. The great part of these processes of 
inward destruction is inscrutable but anyone who has read a 
little history is aware that the men who are charged with 
the responsibility of guiding the institutions forsake their 
trust. This process is now apparent within the judiciary of 
the United States* 

Propertied defenders of the Supreme Court would like to 
believe and have others believe that irresponsible citizens 
are unjustly throwing stones at the high tribunal* The real 
truth is that the judiciary is being undermined and has been 
undermined over a long period of years by the judges 
themselves. 

One needs only to scan the record of the court with respect 
to labor as compared with the treatment of trade associations 
to see that the court has set up one standard for business and 
another for labor. This is not justice, it is political and eco- 
nomic policy, and when courts cease to give justice and in its 
stead give policy, they are no longer courts but political 
institutions* 

Justice Owen D* Roberts in his rendering of the majority 
decision in the AAA case did more harm to the Supreme 
Court than all the radicals in the world, tt is a serious con- 
dition thus created because when courts decay, sweeping 
changes are on the way which mean convulsions for the nation 
itself. 


The Forgotten Representative Thomas R. Amlie, of 
Man’s Handbook Wisconsin, has written a booklet called 
"The Forgotten Man'.s Handbook”, 
with 500 questions answered. This sells for 50 cents. It is 
illustrated and undertakes to answer questions about eco- 
nomics, the on-goings and changes in our economic life and 
institutions, and other matters supposedly of interest to out-of- 
work men and the misfortunate. 

A chapter is devoted to the workers and their unions. Here 
are some of the questions and answers in this chapter. 

Q. What arc some of the and-union methods of employers? 


A. Discharge or the fear of discharge; the use of spies; the 
employment of hired gunmen to terrorize, wound or kill 
workers and union organizers j the use of the blacklist, or the 
exchange of information among employers concerning every 
worker; the dental of civil rights, such as the right to hold a 
meeting, to pass out literature, or even come near workers; 
and the formation of company-controlled unions. 

Q, How do government olEcials show their anti-union bias? 

A. Judges issue injunctions which restrain the workers 
from organizing, striking or picketing effectively; executives, 
such as mayors or governors, use the police and the militia to 
break strikes; and legislators refuse to pass laws to correct 
abuses or to permit workers to organize and strike freely. 
Government officials also frequently work hand in glove with 
anti-imion corporations. 

Q. What is the yellow-dog contract? 

A. A provision in an agreement, when an employer hires 
a ivorkcr, that the latter will not join a trade union. 

Representative Amlie is the type of scholar in politics. 
He reads widely and thinks deeply and is not afraid of new 
ideas. 


Sound Midst the wholesale droolings of sheU-shocked busi- 
Sense ness men who rant and rave about government in- 
terference with business without producing one 
single idea or fact, it is refreshing to find an organ of the busi- 
ness class uttering truth. The Journal of Commerce, which 
with the Wall Street Journal serves the hnancial district of 
New York, produced this idea: 

*'For better or for worse, tins country departed far frpm 
the limplicity of a lais^ez faire economic policy long before 
the New Deal was even imagined. 

“Protective tariffs, credit inflation and deflation, industrial 
com bin at tons, certain activities of trade associations, the re- 
organization rather than the liquidation of enterprises that 
have little economic basis for their eiristence'— these are just 
a few of the factors that have interfered with the ready ad- 
justment of industry, trade and agriculture to changing 
conditions* • • * 

“As a result of experiences that are often costly and pain^ 
ful, this country, like other capitalist nations, is working out 
a compromise between an entirely free economic system and 
one that is regulated and to some extent directed by the 
government. 

* * 

'In this task, it is well that we forget ‘isms' and concen- 
trate upon finding workable individual sofutlons for the 
many pressing economic problems of the day. 

“In any event, untrammeled private enterprises should not 
be interfered with unless substantial and concrete reasons 
exist for a resort to the more rigid alternative of govern- 
ment control, with its attendant danger of the substitution of 
political for economic considerations in the evolution of 
policies/’ 

This is a good analysis of the present situation. Then, for 
heaven's sake, let's have a stoppage of the baby talk of the 
National Manufacturers* Association, the adolescent whim- 
perings of the Liberty League and the U. S. Chamber of Com- 
merce, and go to work to create a program to meet the situation. 


Febi’uary, 19S6 


The Journal of Electrical Workers and Operators 


69 


Poor T he subtle ways of propaganda are always inter- 

Morgan -rsring. I'ime Magazine carried pages of 
photographs of John Pierpont Morgan in various 
entrancing postures during the Senate investigation of the 
House of Morgan in its relationships to war. 

According to the photographer and the editor, poor Mr. 
Morgan was being hounded by unsympathetic and depraved 
represematives of the people. He was pictured as a public 
servant being asked emharrassing questions, hounded by im- 
pertinent inquisitors and generally mistreated. The photo- 
graphs were designed to produce tears on the part of the 
reader. We question, however, the efficacy of the attempt. 

In the March of Time, the newsreel that Time Magazine 
artfully builds up periodically for consumption, there recently 
occurred an episode on the Tennessee Valley Authority, 
'riiough the pictures were great propaganda for public owner- 
ship the movement of the story was interrupted to Hash upon 
the screen a meeting of the board of trustees of one of the big 
southern private utilities, and the president of this private 
utility was given the opportunity to harangue the public in a 
partisan way in behalf of the poor stockholders and w'idows 
and orphans. Thus the mills of propaganda are never still, 
riiey grind night and day in behalf of privilege. 


Power According to Tully Nettlcton, a writer in the 

Regulation Cliristian Science Monitor weekly magazine 
section, it is inevitable that public utilities are 
to be regulated. Mr. Nettlcton quotes a committee of the 
Investment Bankers Association as follows: “Whatever the 

final decision may he, the Public Utility Act marks not an end 
but a beginning; it may be hoped that as a result of court 
decisions or otherwise, it may be so modified as to become 
the beginning of federal regulation within proper legal limits/' 
Here again we see the processes of history at work. Regu- 
lation of public utilities by that method which the bankers 
describe as ^'federal regulation within proper legal limits” 
could never be effected, judged by the experience of state utility 
regulation, simply because the utilities would not let it be 
effected. It has been shown conclusively that often they pack 
state utility commissions with their own men. They threaten 
state utility commissions witli court cases which make it well 
nigh impossible for the commission to function adequately. In 
many instances state utility commissions became an aid to the 
very abuses that the commission was designed to correct. Now 
that the yardstick method of public ownership is being tried, 
the utilities are bleating about unfairness and are willing to 
go back to regulation, that is, to regulation that does not 
reguiate. 


Power Stoppage There was a serious stoppage of power 

In New York in a great section of New York City 

recently which was not only incon- 
venient to millions of commuters and householders but was 
costly to the entire population. Even the company declared 
that it was not a failure of labor power in any sense hut 
denied that it was a managerial blunder. It appears, accord- 
ing to the company, it was an act of God. However, critics 


of the great power company of the metropolis do not take so 
kindly a view of the situation. 

Labor asserts that it was due to a parsimonious labor policy 
on the part of the New York Edison in failure to provide 
adequate inspection of distributing apparatus. Another group 
of critics assert it was due to the failure of the company 
to spend funds, which they had already written off its budget 
for months, in the replacement of antiquated machinery. 

At any rate the serious stoppage occurred at tremendous 
expense to the city. Strange to say, we did not read in the 
New York papers any sweeping criticism of the New V'ork 
Edison, There was no sentimental jargon about failure of 
power in hospitals, sick rooms, the ificreased menace of thug- 
gery, and such remarks as occur when labor finds it necessary 
to decree a stoppage of power for its protection in a strike 
condition. When management blunders cither by a short- 
sighted labor policy or by a dishonorable financial policy, the 
press rushes to forestall criticism, but if labor, in order to get 
a place in the sun, causes a stoppage, then it is a crime against 
the community. Labor is sick and tired of such mequality. 


Trouble With Fort line M agazine has extended its col- 
Capitalism umns to Harold G. Moulton, of Brook- 
ings Institution. Mr, Moulton diagnoses 
the ills of capitalism. Fortune places above Ins long analysis 
the caption "The Trouble with Capitalism is tlie Capitalists." 

One would conclude, therefore, that the processes of decay 
briefly described in the leading editorial extend also to the 
economic system. The system appears to be all right but the 
men who man it have failed in their paramount function. 

Mr, Moulton appears to believe that the first function of 
the capitalist is to reduce prices progressively, that is, pass on 
the profits to the consumer. Mr. Moulton points out that 
the price reduction method is a method of distributing income 
and has the outstanding advantage that the benefits are auto- 
matically extended to the entire population. But, he con- 
tinues, the necessity of progressive price reductions as a means 
of expanding purcliasing power in markets appears to have 
been forgotten by business managers an<l economic statesmen 
alike. 

Well, of course, Mr. Moulton has put his finger upon the 
sore spot of capitalism and of course the men %vhu operate tlir 
system have never done anything about curing the disease, but 
we disagree with Mr. Moulton that the fault lies entirely with 
the C4apitalist. I’he sj^stem fs utterly and wholly a profit system 
and therefore it would seem the efficient thing to do is to con- 
stantly improve the method of taking profits. This the capi' 
talists have done. 

If anyone wanted a stronger support for the idea of con- 
sumers* co-operatives than that presented by Mr. Moulton, 
we don*t know what it is. Consumers* co-operatives are so 
set up in their very structure that the profits are automatically 
distributed to the consumers on the basis of their volume of 
purchase. 

What is really wrong with capitalism is capitaHsm, The 
glor}' and the strength of the true co-operation is that it is not 
capitalism. 
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WOMAN’S WORK 


MRS. JONES, MRS. WHITE AND MRS. SMITH ORGANIZE AN AUXILIARY 


WOULDN'T it be nice to have a 
''^omen’s auxiliary!" 

Mrs, Jones, Mrs. White and 
Mrs. Smith, all wives of members of an 
electrical workers' local union, happen 
to meet at a social gathering. They 
agree that they all wish there wore a 
women’s auxiliary, for good times and 
useful work, in connection with the local. 
One of them says, “We can start one 
ourselves," The following af- 
ternoon they meet at the home 
of Mrs, Smith, During the 
morning each one has called 
up as many wives and other 
women relatives of the local 
union members as she happens 
to know, with the result that 
they have gathered perhaps a 
dozen women at Mrs, Smith's 
house. 

They draft a request for the 
co-operation of the union, 
which is given to the business 
agent or some other officer to 
be presented at the next meet- 
ing of the local. Believing 
that a women's organization 
would he helpful, the local 
gives a favorable vote, a com- 
mittee ia named to assist in 
the organizing work, and each 
Brother is asked to urge the 
women in his family, eligible, 
to attend the first meeting. 

Those eligible include the 
wives, mothers, daughters, and 
sisters of the local union mem- 
bers. An invitation, by tele- 
phone or post card^ is sent out 
to as many as may be reached, 
by the volunteer women's 
group, with the assistance of 
the local union committee, 
naming a meeting place and 
a date. Announcement is 
sent to the local labor paper, 

Firtt Meeling Called 

The women agree on one of 
their number, Mrs. Bobinson, 
to act as chairman of the first 
meeting. At the appointed 
time, she calls the meeting to 
order, and tells those present, 
in an informal way, why she 
and the rest of the group 
thought it would be advisable 
to start an auxiliary; she men- 
tions some of the advantages 
to the local union and to the 
women members, and asks for 
the co-operation of all in 
building a new organization 


from the ground up. She then calls on 
Mr. Thomas, the president of the local 
union, who responds by giving an en- 
couraging little talk. 

Mrs, Jones then rises and asks for a 
vote of those present on the motion to 
form a women's auxiliary. A favorable 
vote is recorded. The chairman then 
asks that nominations be made for a 
temporary president and a temporary 


secretary. An informal election is held, 
and Mrs. White is elected president and 
Mrs. Banks secretary. They are wel- 
comed to the platform by Mrs, Robin- 
son, 'who relinquishes the chair to Mrs, 
White. Mrs. Smith then makes a motion 
that the chair appoint an organizing 
committee to draft a plan of organiza- 
tion to be presented to the next meeting. 
Mrs. White announces that she will 
name the committeo before 
the close of the meeting, and 
calls for an informal discus- 
sion of what the plan of organ- 
ization should be in order that 
the committee may be guided 
in making recommendations. 

Profre$s in Organizing 

Before the meeting closes 
the organizing committee is 
named, and a meeting of the 
committee is called by Mrs. 
White, who volunteers the use 
of her home for the meeting. 
The time and place for the 
next auxiliary meeting are 
also set, and everyone asked 
to come and bring others. 
Following meetings see a 
plan of organization presented 
and accepted with a few 
necessary amendments; a full 
slate of officers elected for a 
one-year term; committees 
appointed; and the auxiliary 
takes form as the majority of 
its members wish it to do. 

Among the important com- 
mittees are : 

Constitution and by-laws. 
Finance, to raise money for 
\'arious purposes. 

Union label, to investigate 
and give information to the 
auxiliary about where union 
label merchandi,se may be 
purchased, 

Membership, to bring as 
many eligible women as possi- 
ble into the auxiliary. 

Entertainment, to plan ac- 
tivities either for the auxiliary 
alone or in conjunction with 
the local union. 

Educational, to transmit in- 
formation to the auxiliary 
about the trade union move- 
ment. 

Program, to invite speakers 
and otherwise assist in making 
the meetings interesting. 
Women's auxiliaries of other 
trades in the same city are 
(Cetitlmied on page PO) 



Courle«y tJ. 5. BwrcoM o/ Homf 

“Sunshine” Winter Marmalade 

ny SALLY LUNN 

Is your jam closet showing a mid-winter shortage? 
Weil, here is a marmalade that looks like golden 
sunshine. You can make it quickly, from fruit you 
usually have right at hand, and the coat is only 
30 to 40 cents for 12 to 14 glasses of marmalade. 
Here's the recipe. Follow it closely. 


1 orange 
1 lemon 
1 grapefruit 


^ teaspoon salt 
Sugar 


Select smooth, thick-skinned fruit free from 
blemishes and rust. Wash fruit, remove peel, and 
slice it very thin. Parboil sliced peel three times in 
the following way: Add one quart of cold water, 
bring to the boil, cook five minutes and discard 
%vater after each cooking. 

Cut fruit pulp into thin slices, remove seeds and 
“rag," Combine 'with drained, parboiled peel, To 
each measure add three times as much water, and 
boil rapidly 40 minutes. Then weigh or measure 
this mixture and add an equal weight or measure 
of sugar. Boil rapidly for 25 minutes longer, or 
until it thickens and becomes amber colored. Watch 
carefully as it boils down lest it stick or scorch. 
Let stand in kettle till nearly cool; stir, and pour 
into scalded jelly glasses. When cold, cover with 
paraffin. 
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CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS, WOMEN’S AUXILIARY OF ELECTRICAL WORKERS, 
L. U.'S NOS. 177 AND 862, OF JACKSONVILLE, FLA. 


In response to requests, xm are tejmb- 
Ushing u sample constitution axtd bg-tmvs 
far women*s auxiliaries. This is xised by 
many /* E. E. W. auxiliaries adapted to 
their particular needs. 

CONSTITUTION 
ARTICLE 1 

Sec, L This organization ehall be 
known as the Women Auxiliary to the 
International Brotherhood of Electrical 
Workers of Jacksonville and vicinity. 

Sec, 2, This organization shall be 
under the jurisdiction of and subordi- 
nate to the locals of the I, B. E. W. of 
Jacksonville, Fla,, and vicinity. 

Sec. 3, The objects of this organiza- 
tion shall be to work in conjunction 
with the locals of the I. B, E, W,, to 
encourage the demand for the union 
label of every nature, to encourage the 
purchase of union made goods and to 
help to organize workers, men and 
women of every trade or calling, and 
encourage organized labor generally, 

ARTICLE II 

Sec, 1. Membership — The wife, 
daughter, mother or sister of a member 
in good financial standing, of a local 
of the L B, E, W,, over 16 years of age 
shall be eligible to membership in this 
auxiliary, provided that the daughter or 
sister Is unmarried or widowed. 

Sec. 2. The membership fee shall be 

$ 1 . 

Sec* 3* Dues for members shall be 
25 cents per month, payable in advance* 
Effective August 1 1930. 

Sec, 4, Officers — The officers shall 

consist of a president, vice president, 
secretary, treasurer and executive board. 

Sec* 5* Nomination for officers shall 
be by written ballot* The two receiving 
the highest number of votes shall be 
declared the nominees, beginning with 
the president and so on in order as to 
rank* 

Sec, 6, The executive board shall 
consist of president, secretary and three 
members to be elected from the floor* 

Sec* 7- It shall be the duty of the 
president to preside at all regular and 
epecial meetings, to preserve order and 
enforce the constitution and by-laws and 
to name a majority of all appointed 
committees. 

Sec* 8. It shall be the duty of the 
vice president to preside at all meetings 
in the absence of the president and she 
shall be chairman of the membership 
committee* 

Sec, 8, It shall be the duty of the 
secretary to keep the record of proceed- 
ings of each meeting; to conduct all cor- 
respondence of an official nature and 
in the absence of the treasurer to re- 
ceive all money and give her receipt 
for same. 

Sec, 10, It shall be the duty of the 
treasurer to receive all money for mem- 
bership fees, dues, and other sources, 
always giving her receipt for same and 
shall deposit the funds of the auxiliary 


in the bank designated by the organiza- 
tion to the credit of the auxiliary* She 
shall pay out money only when ordered 
to do so by the auxiliary at a regular 
or special meeting, by check only and 
such cheek shall bear the signaluie of 
the president and treasurer. Stub to 
show purpose of the payment in each 
case* She shall render a financial state- 
ment of receipts and disbursements to 
the auxiliary each month* 

Sec, 11* Officers shall be nominated 
at any meeting in April except the last 
and elected and installed on the last 
meeting in April of each year. 

Sec, 12, An auditing committee shall 
be appointed on the first meeting night 
in April, and they shall audit the treaa- 
urer'e books and make their report to 
the auxiliary before the installation of 
officers, 

ARTICLE III 

See* 1. All officers when installed 
shall take the following pledges, which 
shall be administered by the retiring 
president or by a past president, or in 
the absence of both of these, by a presi- 
dent or past president of a local of the 
L B. E* W* 

Obligation — Do you and each of you 
solemnly pledge your word of honor as 
an officer of this auxiliary to perform 
the duties of your respective offices 
as prescribed by the constitution of and 
by-laws of this organization; to support 
and maintain same to the best of your 
ability and to deliver to your successor 
in office all books, papers and other pos- 
sessions upon the expiration of your 
term of office, or upon demand of the 
auxiliary or the I. B. E. W,? 

Sec, 2. An officer failing to attend 
three consecutive meetings without a 
reasonable excuse, her office shall be de- 
clared vacant, and the auxiliary shall 
immediately go into the election of an 
officer to fill the unexpired term* 

BY-LAWS 
ARTICLE 1 

Sec. 1, Meetings shall be held on the 
first and third Monday of each month 
at 8 p* m,, at such place as is designated 
by the auxiliary. 

Sec, 2. Special meetings may be or- 
dered by the auxiliary by the president 
upon written demand of not less than 
five members of the auxiliary, or upon 
request of the electrical wmrkers. 

Sec. 3* Secretary shall notify all 
members of any special meeting. Said 
notice shall give the time and place of 
such meeting and the purpose for which 
the meeting is called* 

Sec. 4. No business shall be trans- 
acted at any special meetings except 
that for which the meetings were called. 

Sec, 6. Five members shall constitute 
a quorum for the transaction of 
business. 

Sec. C. Any members in arrears for 
three months' dues shall stand suspended 
and can only be reinstated by a vote of 
the auxiliary, after payment of all back 


dues, and one month's dues in advance. 

Sec* ?, Any member in arrears for six 
months’ dues shall be dropped from the 
roll and can only become in good stand- 
ing by joining as a new member* 

ARTICLE II 

Sec. 1, Duties of members — It shall 
be the duty of each member to co-oper- 
ate with the officers and members of the 
L B* E, W*, to confine their purchases 
wherever possible to the use of union 
labor and union made goods and at all 
times to do all in their power to pro- 
mote the interest of organized labor. 

Sec* 2* Any member knovving of a 
violation of the constitution or by-laws 
by a member of this auxiliary will report 
same to the executive board for 
investigation. 

Sec, 3, Any member when found 
guilty of charges unbecoming a member 
shall be assessed $1 for first offense and 
for the second offense shall be suspended 
from membership. Length of suspen- 
sion shall be left to the discretion of 
the executive board. 

Sec, 4, All members shall assume the 
following obligation before being ad- 
mitted to this organization: 

Obligation for Members. — Do you sol- 
emnly and sincerely promise on your 
word of honor that you will not reveal 
any part of the proceedings of this aux- 
iliary requiring to be kept secret; that 
you will faithfully comply with the rules 
and regulations of this anxiliary and 
that you will not knowingly injure a 
sister member or see her wronged if in 
your power to prevent it? Do you fur- 
ther promise that you will use your of- 
foifs to advance the principles for which 
we are organized, in practice as well as 
in speech, and to urge upon others to do 
tlie same; to purchase no article of mer- 
chandise which does not bear the union 
label when it is possible to secure it; to 
demand the membership cards of work- 
men and to use your influence to others 
to advance the sale of union made goods 
and of union labor and to work for the 
advancement of the International Broth- 
erhood of Electrical Workers? Do you 
pledge your honor to observe this pledge 
as long as you remain a member of this 
auxiliary? If so, answer ‘T do,” 

Sec. 5, The auxiliary shall have the 
authority to adopt suitable by-laws for 
its government but nothing contained 
therein shall conflict with the constitu- 
tion of the L B, E. W*, and all such laws 
shall be submitted to the electrical work- 
ers for approval* 

Sec, 6, Any member of the I. B* E. \V. 
who is in good financial standing with 
the organization shall be an honorary 
member and shall be granted the privi- 
leges of the floor and all privileges ex- 
cept to vote. 

Sec. 7, The constitution and by-laws 
may be amended by reading the proposed 
amendment at three consecutive meet- 
ings and the final vote taken at the third 
reading* 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


New Jersey State Electrical 
Workers Association 

By S. J, Cristiano, Secretary 

Editor: 

Public Service Corporation of New Jersey, 
a holding utility corporation that rules su- 
preme in the state of New Jersey and is guar- 
anteed a fixed return on their capital (paper) 
Investment by the utility commission has seen 
fit to repudiate the I. B, E, W., tn. so far as 
recognition is concerned. 

They have seen fit to disregard the wage 
standards set up by our local unions, after 
years of hard fighting, and under open shop 
conditions are paying electricians 25 per cent 
less than our prevailing union wage rates. 
For a corporation that is guaranteed a fixed 
profit on their investment the psychology of 
this policy Is without reason. 

Public Service Corporation was incorpo- 
rated in the year 1903, This incorporation 
was the idea of a man who is now its presi- 
dent. Thomas Nesbitt McCarter. The three 
companies doing business at that time in the 
gas and electric field were merged into one, 
forming what is now known as Public Ser- 
vice Corporation of New Jersey. Its original 
capitalization was for $100,000 and has grown 
until today Its electrical properties are valued 
at $450,000,000, which brings the corporation 
an annual return of a certain fixed percent- 
age of their property value, W'hich last year 
was $63,000,000. 

The corporation conceived by Thomas N. 
McCarter and backed at Its inception by the 
then powerful financial interests is still the 
same in that respect. The coTporation is 
under the control of the United Corporation, 
which is J. P. Morgan^s holding company. 

The Public Service Corporation of New 
Jersey not only dominates the electrical 
power field but also dominates in the gas 
and transportation throughout this state, 
it levies an annual toll, through its sub- 
sidiaries, of $117,900,000, of which $25,000,000 
comes from transportation, $29,000,000 comes 
from gas, and as stated before $63,000,000 
comes from electricity. 

'The corporation pays nearly $36,000,000 
per year in dividend a to its 90,000 stockhold- 
ers. Only 16 per cent of their outstanding 
stock is held by residents of the state. 

The corporation’s political and financial 
connections are perfect; it is known as a 
model for other utilities to follow. Then In 
the face of all the shrewd business foresight 
that has been used to raise this corporation 
to such heights, why refuse to do business 
with the 1. B. E. W.f 

Can it be that onr wage rates are too 
high ? Public Service it is known pays a good 
deal of attention to public opinion and even 
goes so far as to place high salaried men In 
positions to keep the corporation on good 
terms with the public. Their returns are 
based upon their property value and by pay- 
ing more for labor their property value is in- 
creased, thereby increasing their returns. 

Is it possible that the corporation fears 
the I. B. E. W. as being too powerful an or- 
ganization to recognize and do business with? 
Or do they consider the L B. E. W. something 
they do not have to worry about ? If it is the 
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latter then it cur job to show our strength 
and make ourselves a formidable foe. 

Is it possible that somewhere in their offi- 
cial family there is someone who has a per- 
sonal hatred for unionism and would use the 
resources of this corporation to foster this 
personal feeling? If this is the case then 
their policy shows poor business judgment. 

The New Jersey" State Electrical Workers’ 
Association, when they were rebuffed by the 
Public Service, came to the conclusion that 
when a corporation refuses to do business 
with a labor organization and attempts to 
take advantage through their open shops of 
organized labor then they are also taking 
advantage of their consumers. The State 
.Association maintains that the two go 
together. 

The State Association has sponsored a 
special committee on utility affairs to delve 
into the consumer angle and their findings 
have matured into the electrical workers of 
the state of New Jersey leading a fight for 
rate reductions. 

With rates charged by Public Service be- 
ing from 116 per cent higher than W'ashmg- 
ton, D, C., and 16 per cent higher than the 
city of New York, it should not be a very hard 
job to convince the Utility Commission of 
New Jersey that the present rates as 
charged by the Fuhlic Service could stand a 
reduction. That is, if the utility commission- 
ers are what they are supposed to be, a com- 
mission set up to sec that the utilities do not 
wrest exorbitant rates from the consumers. 

If the utility commission is found to be 
under the dominating power of the Public 
Service then It will be up to the I. B. E. W. to 
take steps to rectify this situation. 

The electrical workers of New Jersey will 
use all the resources at their command to 
carry this fight to a successful conclusion. 
Other prominent labor, civic, fraternal and 
consumer bodies in the state have offered their 
assistance and there is no question that the 
electrical workers consider these offers part 
of their resources. 


L. U. NO. 1, ST. LOUIS, MO. 

Editor: 

All quiet on the Mississippi Biver front. 
Cold waves, snow storms and winter sports 
are the things indulged in at this time of the 
year. Work is at a standstill and if you can 
keep the old fireplace hot you’re doing well. 
Worries are plentiful but should not be tol- 
erated. It gets you nowhere and it does you 
no good. 

Imagination 

Imagination is a wonderful thing to have. 
No man is whipped, no man U down, no man 
is out so long as his imagination remains 
alive. It is a power that takes what is left 
of the wreck and reconstructs from it a new 
creation. And the function of imagination 
is creation. Genius first built all that we 
have. From It comes Inspiration and all en- 
thusiasm. From it comes vision and hope 
and faith. By it is made purpose, determina- 
tion and the wnll to do. In the lap of imag- 
ination lie the realities of the picture, as in 
the imagination of past days was the germ of 
what we enjoy today. So, keep this faculty 
bright. Keep It at work. So long as imagi- 
nation functions there will be no stagnation 
of mind, no paralyzing of ambition, for as 
man moves on his imagination goes and 
spreads, building in him new desires and new 
hopes. 

The Time to Hold On 

In these times of stress it is the time to 
hold on, hut it is the time when you feel most 
Inclined to let go, when you are tempted to 
give up, to run away. 

The best time to hold on and push ahead is 
when you don^t feel like It, and would rather 
do almost anything else. The best time to 
hold on is when the way is dark ahead. It is 
nearly daybreak then; keep pushing, the 
dawn will come! 

Nobody ever regretted sticking and bang- 
ing on, but vast multitudes have regretted 
giving up and turning back. “Oh, how I wish 
I had kept on I” has been the cry of vast 
millions of people, but they yielded to the 
first temptation and turned back. 

And -who would want to turn back? Any- 
one with ambition certainly would not care 
to live their life over even if it were possihle. 
You may reminisce your past and if you 
would tell the truth, you would make many 
of the same mistakes, perhaps more, and per- 
haps worse mistakes than you have already 
made. Youth is fearless, but as time goes on 
you are more cautious. You will stop and 
think before you leap if you have profited 
by your mistakes of the past. I have had 
many ups and downs in my life, yet 1 have 
found my life quite interesting. We no doubt 
have had more ups than downs but remem- 
ber this, you always forget the good things 
and you never forget your misfortunes, no 
matter how small. Balzac says, “We exag- 
gerate misfortune and happiness alike. We 
are never so wretched or so happy as we say 
we are.” Now think this statement over. 
We are fundamentally dishonest. We won’t 
go into that argument at this time. 
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Hot \Vlrt« 

Someone aikedi our businesa representative 
if bis wife played contract bridge* Jack Hart^ 
umu j.'eplieiJ» that baby disposes 

of money she must play toll bridge/' 

When Mae West was in St. Louis she 
visited Barnes II os pit aL Seeing a large 
skeleton in one of the laboratories, ahe Eaid. 
^*C^mup and see me sometime I'' Whereupon 
the brazen fellow answ'creii, **l'd love lo, Mae, 
but I haven't got the guts.” 

Blown fuae.'i, 

M. A. (^‘Moruy”) Nkwmai^p 

A lover of “light” work. 


L. U. NO. 8, TOLEDO, OHIO 
Editor: 

The holiflity season has come niid gone and 
if Toledo Is any signpost we have at last 
reached that much publicized “corner” around 
which prosperity has been hiding ever since 
the year 1029. All the night clubs, hotels and 
hot spots were plentifully patronized and 
much money went over the ceutitera. Our 
ow^n local's happincaa was marred by the 
death on Christmas Day of our good Brother, 
Horace Sagar. Brother Sagar went duck 
hunting on the first day of the season and 
caught a cold which turned into something 
more serious, which ultimately caused his 
death in the short space of six weeks. Ite 
wuB one of the older nioiiibora who Lurned 
up at every meeting which it was possible for 
him to attend* We will miss his Tennessean 
twang at our fiitnre meetings. We hope that 
the Big BoaB of all tho wirejerkers in the 
land beyond will find him a good job where 
no matter how tough a bend you have to 
make, the pipe never flattens or kinks and 
whore you never have to use your ease to 
get the cables through the conduit and if you 
drop a bastard size screw it isn't lost in the 
accumulated rubbish on the floor. May he 
rest in peace! 

This week saw the start of the long-awaited 
P’WA school building program on which our 
members are depending to fill their coal bins 
next winter. We are having a little trouble 
in connection with four of the schools, trying 
to keep a couple of non-union contractors 
from doing the work. Anyway, vre are doing 
our best to prevent it* 

Our new commission form of government 
went into oflice this week and the city man- 
ager who was selected to nm the business 
of the city was formerly in the same capacity 
in Washington, D. C. What his aiiiiude to- 
wn rd organized labor will be remains to be 
seen. Out of seven men on the council there 
are only two members who have pronounced 
themaelvea in our favor. They could not do 
otherwise, as they vrere put in olhee by the 
votes of the Lucas County Congress for 
Political Action, which in the short space of 
three months and with the small amount of 
funds at their diaposal, put thcTU over, also 
two menibera of the school board. The school 
board, by tho way, never was very friendly to 
organized labor, so we feel that it was worth 
all it coat to have at least two friends at 
court. But, all In all, things look brighter 
and it won't be long until the utopian dream 
of all wiremen will come true, i. e., the day 
when there is plenty of work, good money, 
and good conditions for the mechanic doing 
it. and John Q. Public w-ith the dough willing 
and ready to pay for having it done* 

Bill Tomway. 


L. U, NO. 28, BALTIMORE, MD. 

Kilitor: 

Strange as it seems, we are still doing the 
same thing^ — eating, loallng, fishing and talk- 
ing and looking for prosperity* However, 
I imagine Baltimore h about as busy as any 


other city. We are having trouble liying to 
land a job for one of our builders who is fair 
to labor, against one who Is a low bidder and 
unfair. All agents of every trade are on tho 
job hopping to it. The job is a high school, 
approximate figure, $1,500,000 — nothing to 
snilf at* .And 1 would advise all our members 
to be present at alt future meetings. Per- 
haps the executive board will spring a 
surprise, who knows? I think the members 
can join me in saying the executive hoard has 
had a struggle on its hands and certainly has 
been fair to everyone, regardless* W)io can 
say different 7 

I Just found out how our recording secre- 
tary, C. Sholtz, got a shiny dome* In 1917 
be went to Paris Island, 8* C,, on a Job for 
Unde Sam, had hia head shaved to look like 
the natives, and it never grew out again* 
George Repp renUy came in to see us the 
other day. Ha's losing the old tummy. 

Why don't I writo some stuff instead of 
nonsense? Well, first, other locals would not 
be interested in our local domestic troubles 
or good fortune, and, second, the welcome 
mat is out for our members to attend meet- 
ings and get the low down* At any rate, 
good or bad news goes right down the old 
grape vine. Am T right, or am I right? 

Bob Tolson blew in to say “Hello” to the 
boys. -A letter from the south told me Broth- 
ers Cramer and Freeman left there for (who 
knows?). Ed Dougherty is coming out with 
the groundhog, and 1 understand “Pop” 
Sholfez and Charles Davis will soon be on the 
pension list. Their cards must be about 35 
years old* Hal Melchoir is now lucitted with 
the News- Post paper. Ed Drelsh, now a 
“louie” in the CCC in New York State, 
dropped in to say “Hello.” Hia dad is one of 
our reliable contractors. At. Ehrman is 
lilbernatiiig fur the wiiilur, or tlse iiianitid. 
J. Littaner is foreman on a synagogue re- 
modeling job. Jack McCauley is in the cloth- 
ing business* (Ask Jack.) Mac Roe was 
struck by an auto, but 1 hope bo wins. (So 
does Mac.) 

Now the true story* Once upon a time it 
waa said the executive board membera always 
had work* hut #ilaa, Utnes have changed! 



ItlVIXdToK A. rnoK. L* U. No. 3 
A meaibei* uT Uila ortjatiiznUpn for 23 vears* 
Brother Cook has been oppolntetl Aselatant 
Deputy Sheriff of Queens ('oiinty, New York. 


This board is doing a penance — yes, that of 
loafing. Yes, and Frank Meeder is the cus- 
todian in one of our prominent bank build- 
ings. Frank and 1 belong to the same union 
— Local No* 1, Mop Swingers* Ketler and 
Ken Davis are on an oil refining job for a 
while* £* F. Kinling is confined with ap- 
pendix trouble. Brother E* D* BiereU has 
been lending a hand to our executive board 
to enable our boys to land more work. And 
don’t forget, fellows, it’s always darkest be- 
fore the dawn, so stiffen up the upper lip a 
while longer. And don't forget Billy Schuh 
has a real German beer garden— 2000 Har- 
lem Avenue at Pay son* He expects to have 
an opening date soon, and I will post it on 
the bulletin board, as .soon ns he Informii me, 
so instead of going to your old haunts, pat- 
ronize our Brother members— aay, Gluth 
Place, Philadelphia Road (McCleary, Lanval© 
and Fulton) and Billy Schuh, Miko Coffny, 
Falls Road* 

And don't forget this, everyone who at- 
tends both meetings in February will receive 
a cigarette lighter free at the first meeting 
in March* Apologies to any who think 1 
am knocking; however, this is the low down 
for all the sbut-ins, sick, cripples, ete. 

And last, but not least, Mr* Editor, can you 
put the girla' picture in our Journal, as our 
boys say they would like to get a peep at 
them. I will be sure to po*^t them on the 
board under a magnifying glass for our 
critics. Thanks for doing it. So, here flops. 

Parks. 


L* U. NO* 39, CLEVELAND, OHIO 

Editor: 

In so far as industrial conditions are con- 
cerned in and about the Forest City, T am 
loath to say there is very little to report in 
the way of industrial progress, either in our 
line of work or any other kind, for that 
matter* Quoting a famous saying of the late 
Will Rogers, “All I know Is what I read in 
the papers.” These dailieA would have us 
believe that we are back in the days of '2B 
or '29, that prosperity has returned again and 
that the employment offices are going full 
blast, crying aloud for men of all tricks and 
trades and that there will soon be a great 
scarcity of all classes of labor* This would 
be fine if we didn't know for sure lhai so 
many of our friends and relatives have been 
out of work for five and six years, and that 
is not the whole story, there arc countless 
numbers of these soma people who were a lit 
tie more fortunate than many of their fol- 
low workers, whose savings were greater and 
better protected, but who can not get on any 
of the government projecU unless they're on 
relief* Are the people on relief the only 
people who are going to pay hack in taxes 
all the money that our government is spend- 
ing on these projects? And is St not about 
time that something was heard from our 
labor leaders and our Department of Labor 
on this question? They must find some solu- 
tion so that our artisans and mechanics don’t 
have to be reduced to the level of a pauper 
in order to earn back some of their own hard- 
earned money that they have paid in taxes 
since they have been able to earn a dollar, 
and will pay off some of the billions that are 
now being spent by the brain trusters, trust 
busters and what have you? 

We were successful In electing to our city 
eouncil this time ono of our valuable mu- 
nicipal light plant employees, which was n 
pleasant surprise to him as well as to ua* 
who have worked with him the many years 
that he was trouble dhpatcher. And may 1 
add, his election to that august body was, to 
say the least, timely indeed. We are greatly 
in need of men of your type in our council* 
Our plant has received very little support for 
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ft«veral shears back^ and now, Jae DoIe|S| here 
ia your chance. S'our past experience with 
the plant in the capacity of trouble des* 
patcher„ makes you well fitted to present 
intelligent and constructive legislation, not 
only maintenance of the plnnt» but by all 
means its expansion » so that it will not only 
be a rate factor but n real honest^to-God 
competitor. So you see, joe^ much is ex- 
pected of you. We hove confidence in you 
and we wish you succesa in your new fields 
and sincerely hope you will merit the ap- 
proval of your constituents and the whole 
citizenry, as well, and that you will be re* 
turned for several terms, so that you will, if 
for no other reason, look after the interests 
of the plant which has served you for so 
many years. Local No. 39 wishes you success 
and plenty of good luck! 

JoHEPH E. Roach. 


L. U* NO. SI, PEORIA, ILL. 

Editor: 

It seems but yesterday that we took our 
pen in band to send copy for the January 
issue of the Worker, hut upon looking at 
the calendar, lo and behold, another month 
has rolled around and it is time to do it all 
over again. I sometimes wonder if that is 
not the reason aomo of our very inactive 
press secretaries do ao good a job at being 
missing each month; they (the months) go 
too fast. Anyway, there arc a great number 
of the species who never misa a month, and 
to them should go a great deal of credit for 
the success of our Workkr. 

On the Illinois River project the govern- 
ment is starting the construction of a dam 
and locks four miles below Peoria, so it looks 
aa though the old city will at last have a 
name to be proud of — “The beat city in Illi- 
nois by a dam site/* Eh, what? 

It is rumored that work on the new poBt* 
office building will start March 1, and it is 
eatlmnted that the coat of same may reach a 
million and s half. The present building oc- 
cupiea one quarter city block at the corner of 
Main and Monroe Streets, and the new struc- 
ture will occupy the same site, plus the quar- 
ter block adjoining on Monroe Street. That 
will give US a postolTlce one block long by 
one*hnlf block wide and four stories high. 
The present pinna call for the erection of 
building on new site then moving postoffice 
into that and wrecking old building and then 
building on that site. 

The contractors have fltarted the wrecking 
of the old Hotel Fey block, at Liberty and 
Adams Streets, in preparation for the erec- 
tion of a modern four-story building for 
Montgoimcry Ward and Company. This old 
block is about 70 years old and at one time 
was one of the leading hotels of the state, 
but due to the shifting of the heart of the 
business center and the erection of more 
modern hotels, this bright spot of yesteryear 
has been relegated to the background and 
ffnalJy is being w^recked to make way for a 
more modern edifice. Time marches on! 

Our good friend from L. U. No. 211 says 
in the January issue that hi a copy was writ- 
ten to the rat-tat- tat of the riveter’s gun. 
How about it, Doris and Edith, do you really 
think it was the riveter's gun or the Royal 
Portable he was hearing? And by the way, 
Baehie, I heartily agree that it ia a shame to 
let a scribe almost n thousand miles from 
here do the honors for our departed Broth- 
ers, but on the other hand you try appoint- 
ing a press secretary in your place sometime 
and see how goes It, As a rule it proceeds at 
a standstill, if you get what I mean. 

In closing, will say that Peoria is having a 
real old-fashioned winter this year; for the 
past three or four days the mercury has not 
been able to get above thiil little hole called 


standing of our pension system and the 1. 0., 
and where our money is going. 

Aa I look out of my window all 1 see is high 
mountains, pine trees and snow. We seem to 
like it. 

R. G, WniTEHBAP. 


L, U. NO. 82, DAYTON, OHIO 
Editor; 

When It comes down to the question ol 
having the ability to set new records, Busi- 
ness Agent John E. Breidenbach, of Dayton 
Local No. S2, of the International Hrolbor* 
hood of Electrical Workers, walks away with 
all honors. 

This qualiffcation was admirably illus- 
trated at the recent general etectfona in 
Dayton when John was reelected to the city 
commission by an overwhelming majority, 
polling a record vote both at the primaries 
and general elections. 

Out of a total of 40,000 qualified voters 
in the Dayton area, a grand total of 26,503 
of them thought enough of Breidenbach to 
cast a vote In favor of his retention in 
office. 

The unusual part of all this la that Bteld- 
enbaeh was running for the second time as 
an independent candidate and faced the op- 
position of the major political parties. In 
addition to this, he was openly opposed by 
the three dally newspapers, by a radio sta- 
tion controlled by one of the papers, and by 
such organixationa as the Dayton Power and 
Light Company, which ho had battled many 
years. 

Despite this terriftc opposition, Breiden- 
bach, in both the primaries and the gen- 
eral election, led the tickets, coming out 
7,787 votes ahead of his nearest opponent. 

Breidenbjich is widely known in labor cir- 
cles. Besides being business representative 
of the electrical workers, he is also presi- 
dent of the Dayton Central Labor Union and 
business manager of the Building Trades 
Council, positions which he has held for a 
number of years. His support, however, did 
not come only from within th© ranks of or- 
ganized labor blit from the general citizens 
as well. So favorably ia Breidenbach re- 
garde<l In Dayton that in his campaign he 
had the support of a large group of inffuen- 
tial merchants, manufacturers and profes- 
Btonal men, the chairman of his campaign 
committee being Albert H. Sch error, promi- 
nent city attorney who twice served as 
Montgomery County, Ohio, prosecuting at- 
torney. Other members of this committee 
who played on ardent part in John E. Breid- 
en bach’s election were Oliver Long, head of 
one of the largest real estate companies of 
Dayton : and Mark Johanning, who repre* 
sents probably the largest automobile sales 
company in Dayton, both of whom are very 
favorable toward organized labor. 

In addition to this group of citizens, 
Breidenbach also had the unanimous as- 
sistance of virtually every union member In 
Dayton. His own organization served him 
well in his campaigns, 

Tho electrical workers, and In fact all 
union organizations in Dayton, deserve 
great credit for the fine fight they put up to 
make Johnny a winner. And Johnny him- 
self deserves still more for his ability to 
make tho public at large recognize him ns 
the possessor of th© qualifications of o 
winner, Albert Moroan. 

L, a NO. 124, KANSAS CITY, MO. 
Editor; 

A new year has been started, and howl 
The new year has been inaugurated to tho 
people of these United States with a decision 
handed down from the U. S. Supreme Court, 
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zero and has been down as far as 20 H below, 
which Is somewhat of a record for this fair 
city, and in fact, is “most unusual.'’ How 
about it, Horne, of No. 18, and Licbrandt, of 
No. 151 ? But at present It seems to be break- 
ing and today is very pleasant, although our 
government weather observer tells us there 
is another cold spelt forming in the north- 
west. 

tVill try to see you all agiiin next month 
just by way of keeping Bachfe, of No, 21 J, 
quiet. So, until then, here goes the big 
switch. 

Holly. 


L. U. NO. 65, BUTTE, MONT, 
Editor; 

Another month, another year, and not 
much in sight for the members of the mining 
industry. 

1 got quite a kick out of some of out letters 
in Ibe JouBXAL last month. I must admit it 
is better to smooth the salve on instead of 
throvvlng it. ! myself believe In teHing of 
conditions as they are and what brought 
them about. 

To you Brothers who have written me of 
your own conditions, your troubles are neg- 
liglblo. 

More than a dozen of you have written me 
for a copy of our agreement. We have quite 
a mimber of men employed at $5-50 per day, 
the power company boys $8,50 and th© tele- 
phono $8 per day. 

It looks like the New Deal had a crooked 
dock. The cry is to change the Constitution 
and I think it wise to do so. The I. B. E. W. 
should do the same thing and then perhaps 
the rank and file would be able to bring a 
tittle pressure on the ones elected to be our 
servants. I would like to see the financial 
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which Is a disgrace to any civilization. Had 
the decision been rendcTil by the court IOC 
per cent* it still would have been a disgrace 
to the governmeTit of the AmericaTi people- 
There are 14O,QOOi00O Americans under this 
flag. About 6,000 of these Americans ob- 
jected to the government applying the pro- 
cessing tax on a few commodities. The 130,- 
906,000 had not raised an objection to paying 
the retail price of these commodities because 
of the processing tax. These are the people 
who should raise objection to this tax if any 
was to be raised- The minority report was in 
support of the government or people and sug- 
gested if the people objected to the processing 
inx they could have it removed by the reprc’ 
seniatives in Congress who devised the law to 
help the most citizens. 

I, for one, would object should amendment 
to the Constitution be made to give Congress 
unlimited power over tho Supreme Court. 
The reason is, should n Congress be elected 
which was opposed to all legislation for the 
benefit of the people and which in turn could 
pass laws against the people, tho Supremo 
Court could not stop them. 

ClaBBCB of I'eople 

In America, as in all other countries, Ihero 
are two ilislinct classes of citizens — farming 
class end city workers. And city workers do 
not mean bankers, infiurnnee executives, busi- 
ness heads, horse-bettors, ntock- market gam- 
blers, etc. The farmers and city workers are 
as near in common as could possibly be ar- 
ranged by a supreme hand. The farmer pro- 
duces the very necessities of life. The city 
w'orker consumes 90 per cent of his products. 
Either one stops the other one. Now the city 
worker must support 100 per cent all legisla- 
tion for the benefit of the farmer. The 
farmer does buy a large per cent of the city 
worker's products. He, in turn, must be edu- 
cated to support a good wage for the city 
worker which can enable him to buy more 
freely of the farmer’s products. When the 
farmer has moneyp he spends it. The sooner 
the Toadera of the A. F, of t-, ami the leaders 
of the farmers' organizations get together 
and insist on legislation for the benefit of 
both clnssea, the sooner this nation will begin 
to enjoy life more abundantly. The only 
salvation for the A. F. of L, and the farmers 
Is to continue to send men to Congress who 
will sponsor and enact laws to benefit these 
two classes of citizens. When they prosper, 
all other chisacs do likewise. 

Electlona 

This year is to be a national election for 
President and Congress. We will hear by 
radio more speeches and more mu(i“sllnging 
than ever before. Labor shouhl have its mind 
made up before now ns to who will be Its 
spokesman to sit In the White House for the 
next four years — Franklin Delano Roosevelt. 

If the Democratic convention refuses him 
tho nomination for tho Presidency, he must 
he nominated and elected on the Socialist 
platform and party. It is a known positive 
fact that big business of both the old parties 
1 r de term [Tied to defeat Roosevelt in this cami- 
paign. This is one time the American 
farmer and the city worker must not be led 
by n poliUcian unless you know for a fact he 
is supporting Roosevelt. Of course, Roose- 
velt has made some mistakes, or T should say, 
some of his advisors have made recommend.a* 
lions to him which have not worked out bene- 
fteially to the greatest number of citizens. 
But on the whole, Roosevelt has tried to do 
more for the two classes spoken of than any 
other five men in all our national life, with 
same executive power. After he is elected 
for four more years he will continue to fight 
for the same classes which compose 90 per 
cent of tho American people. This is one 
time the workers must forget about party 


politics and vote 100 per cent for the man. 
If he U elected by the workers and farmers 
with the same large majority in 1936 as he 
was in 1932, the Supreme Court and all other 
courts and big business will know that tho 
government or people will insist on legisla- 
tion that will be equally beneficial to them as 
to big business. 

I, for one, would not allow any one person 
to receive more than $26,000 from all sources 
in any one year. All money received above 
this amount by any individual would be taxed 
100 per cent, which in turn would be spent 
for unemployed insurance and eld age pen- 
sions. By so doing, you would expand credit 
and increase buying power in unlimited 
quantities. 

They say Germany hns the biggest boom in 
tho last 60 years. Gold Is just so much mud 
over there. The people are working and only 
about 3 per cent or 2,000,000 are unemployed. 
Tho same plan can be accomplished in .Amur* 
ica. Put the American people to work and 
happiness will rule suproma. 

Thirty-Hour Week 

This is the time of the year when most 
contracts or agreements are being proposed 
for signing by parlies of the first part aufl 
parties of the second part. Are we going to 
be weak and listen to the selfish, or arc we 
going tu insist and fight for the benefit of tho 
majority by demanding a 30-hour week in 
the new contract? rresident Roosevelt has 
never objected to legislation to promote the 
30-hour week. He has demanded the 30-hour 
week on all government financed jobs. No 
person has questioned his edict on this claas 
of work. Everybody knows it has increased 
employment 26 per cent or. more. Now if the 
executive branch of the government can 
apply a 30-hour week to certain classes of 
labor, why in the world cannot the govern- 
men or people do the same thing on all classes 
of work? Especially In the building trades 
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department, we had to fight for the eight- 
hour day, the five-day week, and double time 
for overtime. After one year of 30-hour 
week, nobody will want to go back to 40-hour 
week. I am not in favor of a wage so high 
that nobody can afford to employ labor. If 
labor comes too high all things we buy go up 
and we are no better off. Twenty -cent pork, 
22-i;ent eggs, 2l-cent butter, $20 clothes, and 
$26 to $30 rent are better at present wages 
than 50-ccnt pork, 50-cent eggs, 40-cent but- 
ter and |40 to $60 rent. 

Some men say they cannot live on $30 to 
$40 a week. That if we go to 30-hour week 
they will go broke or in receivership. Row 
many of their Brothers in each local are al- 
ready broke because work has not been 
divided among more of the members? If they 
don't watch out, the unem|iIoyed are going to 
gobble up all the employed because they out- 
number them three to one. The time is sure 
to come when the working claaaea must begin 
helping each other for the very salvation of 
our future. Wo surely have a man as our 
leader In the White House who will do ail in 
bis power to help those who are trying to 
help themselves. 

Work in Kansas City Is down to tho low- 
est ebb for some time. We have a new city 
hall costing $3,000,009 just getting started. 
No other government job in sight at present. 
L. U. No. 124 is still battling 100 per cent 
loyal to the labor movement. We have lost 
no members and have taken in a few new 
ones. Brother Mont Silvey was elected busi- 
ness manager with a large majority last 
June and is going strong. Brother Hugh B. 
("Mick") O’Neil la our new president and is 
very eJfident in hb office. Brothers Frank 
Murphy, Frank McIntyre, George Brown, 
Jim Joyce and Ernie Bott are the new mem- 
bers of the executive board. So you see L, U. 
No, 124 is blessed with having the most of- 
llciont and fightingest set of officers repre- 
senting any local union in America. 

J. FI, CATm. 


L. U, NO. 211, ATLANTIC CITY, N, J. 

EdiEort 

Notea for the February Woukeb, jotted 
down as they happened to percolate. Am 
thoroughly in accord with the views of the 
writer of L. U. No. 2 relative to the pen- 
Bioner. He should be permitted to attend 
meetings and associate with his old campaigrt- 
cts, providing he has discontinued all activity 
with tho electrical industry. 

To "Morry” Newman t We do not believe 
in furtbering any movement pertaining to 
Lbo Boy Scouts, for in our opinion they are 
tbo potential scab-herders of America. This 
JouriNAi. is primarily for men ami women and 
there are plenty of children’s magazines on 
tho timrket. For variety's sake we suggest a 
complete short fiction story each month. 

Parka, of Baltimore, could write an inter- 
esting biography entitled. “From Elec- 
trician, First Class, to Janitor." And what 
has become of “Whitie" Heffner, the erst- 
while clerk of L. U. No. 23? 

We thank Holly, in ol' Peory, for his kind 
invitation, but are unable to accept it, due 
to ctreum stances out of our control. Besides 
which the papers state that it gets down be- 
low zero out there and our clothes are not 
built to withstand that “muy frio" weather. 
We are at a loss to understand his reference 
to any ulterior motive on our part, regarding 
the first copy from the Royal, and an expla- 
nation would not he amiss. How's the dimunt 
ring wearing by now? 

The Duke of Toledo is Btlll an enigma to 
me. Not so long ago he was raving at the 
"Light” and what a lousy concern it was. 
But now because of a few weeks' work be 
has changed his tune and, to quota from his 


76 


The Joimml of Electrical lFo?-fcers and Operators 


February, 19S6 


January ! colter, "AU the men, wearing the 
smile oI victory, returned to their homes 
for a much-needed and well*earned reaU 
again praviiiff that the company had not mis* 
placed their trust and confidence in them. 
But our good tuck was not to last, for im- 
mediately work fell off to a minimum and the 
men that warn transferred back to their old 
department as linemont were again reduced 
and sent back/^ (Where to, the breadlinea?) 
The whole thing don't make good sense to 
me. r guess that must ho the Dutch coming 
to the fore, after all these years. But tell us, 
Brother Duke, Just when has that power com- 
pany ever proved trustworthy? In this case 
they had an axe to grind In the form of get- 
ting the work done "on time," so why should 
they not treat the linemen with milk and 
honey? I happen to know, from obaervation 
and personal information obtained, that the 
rank and file of L. U, No. l!4ri is composed of 
excellent mechanics and with a few (very 
few) exceptions, are rated as damn fine fel- 
lows. Verily the guy who sci, "Consistency, 
thou art a Jewel," surely knew his onions! 

Can’t say that Tm shedding any tears over 
the demise of the AAA, for they never did 
prohibit the formers from growing SPINACH 
(and let tUose capital letters ride, Mr. Type- 
setter), nor did they prevent the sowing of 
wild oats. 

Was very glad to see that the vets will get 
their bonus, the greater portion of which will 
be spent wisely. (Just in ease^"No, 1 don’t 
profit by one thin dime.") If there is any 
hitch In raising the "pay-off" we suggest that 
the funds he diverfpd from the four hilllon 
dollar campaign fund. At times I think that 
Al Smith was qxiite right in coining the mime 
"boloney doltiira," forinst., early in January 
we had two heavy snow storms that con- 
verted our streets into one-way thorough- 
faros and the WPA or PWA, I never could 
keep them straight, detailed several hundred 
men to clean the gutters and crossings. A 
gang of 6? arrived at our corner and out of 
that number only 11 did any of the ivork. 
The rest used the shovels and grub hoea for 
back rests and supports. Nine- tenths of 
them were colored. So what? 

And speaking of Smith, ju^t reminds me; 
a few more speeches like his of January 26 
and the Re|iublicnn party will have a push- 
over next November. Remember what the 
split did to them in 1912. 

What are we going to do for similes, now 
that Hell has froten over? lt*a going to be 
tough on All of ua who have been saying 
for years, "Gee, it’s hot as hell," or "Yeah? 
well that will happen only when hell freezes 
over." 1 suppose that you ail read where Hell 
(Mich.) froze over taat week. 

Louie Mardante, the genial pr^^sident of 
the New Jersey State Federation of Labor, 
is responsible for the foHow'ing: A dilapi- 
dated bum stumps against the corner of a 
building, chinning with an acquaintance, aa 
ho pliee his trade. His hat is out for any 
and all stray coins. As a passerby ignores 
his plea, "Whutladoyouknow about that 
lousy Mike O’Brien?" he whines, white with 
anger. "This is the third time he passed 
today without dropping a penny in me hat. 
The big slifT* 111 fix him for that. Next month 
his lease is up and I'll raise his rent." And 
the telephone number is Murray Hill 8-9933. 

A welcome home to McKenney, of L, U. No, 
667. We missed his letters but at no time 
ever enter Lai tied the thoughts that he might 
have been "doing a stretch" in the interim. 
His letter Is very optimiRtic nmi we hope 
that the prospects for increased work have 
materialized. 

Wo kimla miss the letters from our old 
amigo and colleague, The Copyist, despite the 
good ones by Elmer. And just whorein’eU 
ift Elmer? Ho has been missing for the past 


two months. Maybe he found the caw foe as 
well as the cakes or tnebbeso fell into a vat 
out in Gus’ place. Hope not. 1 see by the 
papers that an ex -pastor threw a monkey 
wrench into the political machine in Cincin- 
nati. There is a clergyman in North Jersey 
who is actively engaged in both church work 
and state politics and I claim that the situa- 
tion is similar to the poem by Kipling which 
begins, “For the East is East and the West 
is West, and never the twain shall meet." 
In other words, oil and water do not mix. 

My very highly eateemed friend of years 
in L. U. No. IS, of Loa Angeles, would have 
ua believing that he is getting old and de- 
crepit, whereas the truth ia this: My secret 
oorvico operative No. ZY2 informs me that 
Horne is just past the 60 mark and that is no 
age for any one to become a hermit. At 60 
a man is only entering the prime of life, or ao 
they tell me, and since the New Deal life be- 
gins at 60. However, we will ask Gran’pop 
Chambers. He ought to know. But if the 
Townsendites have their way life will begin 
at GO for most of them. 

Kindest personal regards to all, including 
Matt Delaney, who 1 hear is doing very nicely 
selling spinach, carrots, broccoli and etcetera 
to the inhabitants of Mt. Carmel, Pa. 

Your Atlantic City correspondent, 

Bachii. 

L. U. NO. 212, CINCINNATI, OHIO 

Editor: 

Shades of Admiral Peary. 1 know the 
hoys in certain sections of the West Coast 
and in the far south won't know what 1 am 
talking about, so I can beat explain hy say- 
ing the thermomiiter in this locality ia 
just thawing out after dipping as far aa 29 
degrees below zero, and is now hovering 
around the zero mark. Many are now ro- 
f erring to zero as being warm. Boy, what 
snow! r don't know whether or not to wish 
T was a kid again. At the present time I am 
satisfied to sit by the furnace and stoke it. 

Speaking of the West Coast, I recall some 
15 years ago I enjoyed a brief sojourn In 
California. In fact, browsed with the boys 
In Local No. 6 for several months. Didn't 
stay long enough to become unrecognizable 
from a native aon, hut long enough to be* 
come nequointed with the present vice preBl- 
dent of that district, Harry Brigaerts, who 
at that time was the very efficient business 
manager of Local No, 6. 

T was no more broke when I left sunny 
California than when I entered it. Never- 
theless, 1 left a la Bachie style (I may have 
to apologize for this later), grabbed a hand- 
ful of box cars and was on my way. 

One of the many thrills I received while 
traveling as overhead for the railronfls was 
on a moonlight night in the stato of Utah. 
After spending many hours in a "reefer" 
I ilmilly ventured forth after dark. And 
what spectacle! The desert was covered 
with snow, so I thought and said. What a 
ribbing I took from the old timers. But how 
was I to know we were in the great salt 
desert ? 

Quite a few of the boys around these 
diggings are going to work on the WPA. 
Many more in dire straits are turned down 
on account of the government's hair-brained 
attitude. The rule seems to be that if you 
struggled along am! tried to keep oif relief, 
until you could manage to do so no longer, 
what a surprise awaited you if you tried 
to get W'PA work after December I, 1935. 
No one would be accepted unless on relief 
and no one is accepted on relief after De- 
cember L 1935, Just believe Old Uncle, 
no one Ehall starve. There probably will be 
a lot of bellies that will grow together for 
lack of anything to keep the lining apart, 


but that’s 0 . k„ don't holler until you’re 
dead. 

Speaking of taxation wUhout representa- 
tion, I wonder what thoughts will run 
through the minds of those unable to work 
on WPA projects when they are asked to 
pay the bill for these expenditures, and 
what will their children and grandchildren 
think when they are naked to pay? 

Th© moral of the story is: It don’t pay 
to be on the level. You can count on your 
two hands the politicians who didn't get 
theirs the same way, by grabbing for every^ 
thing in sight, disregarding all rules of 
self respecL 

The membership of Local No. 212 was 
saddened by the death of Brother Jake 
Schottr who passed away on December 20, 
1936, The members of Local No. 212 join 
mo in expressing their sympathy to his 
bereaved family. 

Elmgr Schgkk. 


L, U, NO. 233-B, DOVER, N. J, 
Editor: 

Well, ! guess this will be an upset to some 
of the hoys, when you hnd out how things are 
here at our last meeting. You'd be surprised 
to note how many of the boys who were made 
front seat strawbosses at the same pay were 
absent from their places. Well, so goes it, I 
guess; but don't forget there are still a few 
loyal members here and we arc hanging on 
like glue. So to get to the big show. 

First, the company was taking 10 per cent 
of our pay for bonds, possibly good in 19BL 
As Tony would say, we no w»ant no more 
bonds out of our pay; we want him stop. We 
want a working agreement. We wont 15 per 
cent increase, Whnt do we get? A big bone, 
and we grub It Then, of course, you want to 
know what it is. A bonus of 10 per cent and 
no more. Ten per cent out of our pay. ! 
would say pretty nice! Well, it was until 
they started their work. 

Mliat happened? First, the boys in the 
garage got paid off and then they were going 
to contract their work. Some of the boys 
grabbed ft job with the new contractor, doing 
very well, 9l> cents for linemen, $225 a month 
for foreman. Of course, they're hanging about 
35 transformers a week. I wonder how long 
this will last? I hear that one of the front 
scat straw bosses was put back on the back 
of a big truck today. The iveathcr ia zero- 
Tough luck, old fellow 1 Too bad you gave up 
your cardl 

The Agitator, 

P.S. — If you work here 10 or 15 years you 
get laid offi with a big smile, "Sorry, old fcL 
low, but ob you know if anything comes up 
we will let you know. Sorry!" 


L, U, NO. 245, TOLEDO, OHIO 

Editor: 

Congratulations, Local No, 8, upon secur- 
ing youraelvos a press secretary in Bill 
Conway. Toledo has always needed a man 
of Bill's caliber to represent them in our 
worthy magazine ami now, maybe. Local No. 
245 will get huay and select one for them- 
selves, That was some article Bill, so stick 
wlih it. 

I see that Congress has lost the three A's 
through the Supreme Court, but Congress 
immediately came back strong in the next 
round and proclaimed the throe B's a law. 
Bull, Bonus, and Bunk, evening the score. 
And now if the people next election will 
declare the three H's unconstitutional, Hon- 
orable Herbert Hoover, and adopt three let- 
ters for their own use, like three R's, Restore 
Roosevelt's Reforms, then the combat 
between the nation's populace vs, nine Su- 
preme Court judges will be a ballot decision 
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ENTEHTAINMENI' COMMITTEE TOE U U. NO. 300 , EAST ST. LOUIS 
Sealer!^ (Left to Hght) George W. Heers. Preuldent , lames Altic, end A. J. FaUrorikroj^ 
Staiidlnif : (Left to rigiit) BaalDeua M^mnifor A. L, Wegener. Ed Ceas. A, G. ilelae. and 

W. C\ Caldwell. 


in tfi© peoplft^a favor. And now is the time 
for all good eitUena to go into training 
for that light nestt fall, and let your better 
judgment show up In the balloting. 

The old dejiression is back of us now, and 
tlie future will be more busy than ever be- 
fore, Skilled labor will be hard to get, due 
to the fact that no apprentices hat^e been 
trained in approximately six years. The 
supply of apprentices must come from the 
new men entering industry, and bigger jobs 
will be filled from the present ranks. How 
many have prepared themselves for this job? 
Are you one of the thousands that will al- 
ways he climbing poles, or are you among 
the possible 5 or 10 per cent of the present 
force that will be called upon to supervise 
this army of apprentices and new em- 
ployees? Or have you allowed yourself 
to remain in this class that I will endeavor 
to picture for you by quoting one of the 
aupers that I mot in conversation lately ? 
It was food for thought for me. See what 
you think of it: 

“We aro forced to go elsewhere to secure 
a man where responsibility is required, 
sorry as 1 am to say. We have in our em- 
ploy men who are the very beat workers, 
men who perform their work very satiafac- 
torily, men absotutely trustworthy and 
dependable, men who are ambitious, but who 
although they are physically willing and 
ambitious are mentally laay." 

I have given that a lot of thought, and It 
la to a big extent true. While it Is the aver- 
age man’s desire to develop a strong back 
ami enormous muscular strength, he does 
not endeavor to develop his mind for any 
greater task than the particular thing that 
ho has been assigned to, and through months 
and years of performance of this one thing 
ho naturally becomea an expert in that 
one thing, while the graduate is preparing 
himself for the job higher up that you have 
had your mind sot on but have not prepared 
yourself for. You have become a practical 
expert in your job, and to replace you would 
mean making a journeyman out of an ap- 
prentice, while the high school and college 
graduate needs serve no apprenticeship for 
the better job. His learning is fresh in his 
mind and along with a little practical knowl- 
edge he becomes fitted in a few weeks for 
that job that you have been preparing your- 
self for for years, and in so doing have 
made yourself a valuable man where you 
are. So it will ever be thus, from the ap- 
prentices of today come the Journoymen of 
tomorrow, and from the graduates of today 
come the officials of tomorrow. 

You remain a true and loyal, ambitious, 
phyalcnl worker* and stay tn the rut because 
you have allowed yourself to become men- 
tally laty. But don't underestimate your 
value to your company, to yourself, or your 
family, for a good akilled worker ia an 
asset to any firm or company, and is a part 
of it, but you remain one of the cogs white 
someone else furnishes the motive power 
supplied through mental efficiency. 

With this system, then, skilled labor has 
one place to turn, and that is to organized 
labor, to assure himseif that through a 
channel of collective bargaining he can 
secure himself in the knowledge that he can 
at least demand to be recognized and to be 
assured thiil through organized rights of 
seniority, that the graduate cannot replace 
you with his poorer cousins and relatives 
who did not have the chance of the educa- 
tion that he himself had. So let us strive 
to keep journeyman pay for journeyman 
workers, and protect and educate our ap- 
prentices tbo organized way. 

If the proper steps were taken and cer- 
tain educational subjeefea were brought up 
Mt our meeting and they were attended reg- 


ularly we could tight this wrong of diplo- 
mas and fraternity pins filling those jobs 
that you workers have worked so hard all 
these years to attain, and should have. Any 
system is wrong when a man is known by 
his fraternity pin. No lodge or religion 
should be considered where the ability of 
any worker is concerned. Ability is only 
attained by practical experience, and a 
worker's willingness to learn and prepare 
himself for that better job. If you as a 
worker want to get ahead, then stand on 
your own and don't expect to be dragged 
along by some one who has prepared him- 
self, end attained that better job Just be- 
cause you happen to think as he does, and 
belong to the same order. 

EPWARO E. 


L. U, NO. 309, EAST ST, LOUIS, ILL. 
Editor: 

Saturday, January 11, will bo remembered 
for quite some time by many members of 
Loral Union No. 309, for it was on that night 
that a party and dance were given for no 
other reason than the spirit of goad fellow- 
ship which prevails among our members. 

Everyone seemed to fall in with the spirit 
of the occasion. All during the evening pleas- 
ant greetings, such as “Hello there* 1 haven’t 
seen you for a long time," etc., could be heard, 
(This is explained by reason of the fact that 
our jurisdiction is scattered over a radius 
of approximately 60 miles.) 

Many members became re-acquainted with 


one another and a general good time was had 
by all. Some danced, some played cards, and 
some just enjoyed themselves in observing 
the festivities. In addition, the committee 
arranged for a fine amateur show which re- 
ceived much favorable comment* 

To top the event off, three Brothers retiring 
on pension were presented with bill folds as 
a token of remembrance from Local No. 30U, 
President Altic made the presentation speech 
ns follows: 

"Will Brothers Compton and Carey please 
come forward?" (Brother Robison, the other 
member retiring on pension, could not be 
there.) 

"Ladies and gentlemen: Here are two 

Brothers who have had faith in our organiza- 
tion for many years — and what a wonderful 
trait faithfulness is. I feel sure that during 
these years there must have been times when 
the future looked more or less discouraging. 
However, time has proven that they have the 
i|u all ties which are so necessary to stand fast 
when things look darkest. As a amall reward 
for their confidence the Brotherhood ia now 
in a position to return dividends to them in 
the way of a pension. We sincerely hope that 
they may enjoy these benefits for many years 
to come. As president of Local No. 309 It is 
my pleasant privilege to present you with a 
token of appreciation for your loyalty and 
good fellowship. May you have the good 
fortune of it being kept full enough to afford 
you all the comforts of life for the rest of 
your days." 

Toward the wee hours of the morning. 
Brother Steve Shea ran away with all honors 
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slngingt “Th« Music Gees Round 
and Round" — he needed no mu- 
sical accompaniment. 

Photos of the committee and 
the amateurs are being for- 
warded with the hope that the 
Editor can find space for same, 
A. L, WlJCENER, 


L. U. NO. 339, FORT WIL- 
LIAM AND PORT ARTHUR, 

ONT, 

Editor: 

The s^ear 1925 has passed Into 
hiatoTTp and as Local No. 339 
looks hack, we have no cause to 
complain. No doubt we have not 
been as prosperous as we would 
have wished, but nevertheless, 

We have received a goodly por- 
tion of the good things of life, 
considering the period of distress through 
which we are passing. 

A new year* Hke a new dawn, brings* fresh 
hope to the human heart. We give and re- 
ceive good wishes for a "Happy New Year" 
and these good wishes are something more 
than a mere custom of courtesy. They ore, 
and should be, if given in the true spirit of 
brotherhood, a mimifestation of good will 
towards onr neighbor, which is not of a 
momentary nature, but anmething that will 
prove its worth throughout the year. 

After the business of our last regular 
meeting in December, we held a social even- 
ing, which was fairly well attended and was 
certainly enjoyed by all present. Brother E. 
Bums, as chairman, conducted the affair 
very ably and made the remark that he was 
surprised at the amount of musical and vocal 
talent that our local is so fortunate as to 
possess. Brothers Price, Me E wen and Shir* 
ley supplied the musical end, and I am quite 
sure if Wayne King had heard them he would 
have envied their ability. The vocalists were 
good, too. We certainly had a variety of 
voices, which ranged from the nightingale 
down to the crow. Brother Joe Otway gave 
us a thrill when he sang a stilu enlitled, "If 
Pm buried at sea, pleitse don^t dance on my 
grave,” 

1 am sure the efforts of the committee, 
who were reaponslble for such a BUcceasful 
party, were fully appreciated by all present. 
And for those Brothers who were not pres- 
ent, all I can say la they missed a treat. We 
expect to have one more party before winter 
Is over, so don*t forget. Brothers; be tbcrcT 

The officers and members of Local No, 239 
extend their sympathy to Brother Horace 
James in the loss of his father. The late Harry 
James was well known and respected by all 
memberi of our local union. He was trcaa- 
tirer for the city of Fort Willtam for the past 
25 years and I can assure Brother James 
that his dad will certainly be missed by all 
civic employees. 

Here's a thought that might not he amiss If 
applied to our everyday life during 1930: 
Home people seek happiness in riches, some 
seek happiness in power, others In all sorts of 
pleasure, but it would be well to keep in mind 
that happiness is found neither in the magni- 
tude nor in the modesty of our material pos- 
sessions. It springs from our attitude of 
mind and heart toward the opportunities 
which Tve have here and now, and from our 
willifigneas to work toward better things 
with the materials already at hand. The 
moat unhappy people are those who sit in 
doleful e:cpectation that some day, when alt 
things on earth are perfectly adjusted, hap- 
piness will be dropped into their wailing lap 
by some miracle of good fortune. The hap- 
piest people are those who, instead of "wait- 
ing for things to turn up,” bestir themselvcH 


to reasonable and spirited effort to turn 
things up for themselves. 

In the face of the above thoughts, don't 
you think. Brothers, it behooves us to look 
back over our past? Haven't w*e been in 
accord with those who sit back and wait for 
some form of miracle to happen and bring 
us prosperily? Remember we arc a cog in 
this big machine of life and we owrc It to our- 
selves to work up and bestir ourselves. We 
have the capitalist on the one hand, a non- 
producer, trying to mechanise humanity to 
attain his selffsh ends for exo'rbltant profits. 
Remember, you may be working towards the 
establishment of a six-hour day, but don’t 
forget the exploiter, Tvho prostrates himself 
before the "god of gold," will demand your 
pound of mugdc and flesh for the alight Hif- 
fereiicc in wages per hour you may be priv- 
ileged to oMain. On the other band we have 
the disciples of Trotsky, who ore feverishly 
working to destroy religion and family life, 
nnd every form of democracy on whirh our 
western civilization is built. The capitalists' 
aim (a the control of our bodies, but the Com- 
tnuniat aim la to control both body and 
soul. 

Let us then get busy and work without 
stint, doing our part in Laying the founda- 
tions of u new t hriatian social order, that 
must have as part of its content continuoua 
employment, free from all slave conditions, 
with a gencroua and adequate wage. This 
alone will guarantee continued prosperity 
and happiness to a troubled world wrhlch at 
the present time aeems to be going headlong 
Into economic disaster. 

Word has Just reached ua that His Majesty 
George V baa passed into the Great Beyond. 
May wc, as members of 1.0cal No, 339, I. B. 
E. W.p and as citizens and loyal subjects of 
the great British Empire, pay tribute and 
respect la the memory of a great man, our 
beloved King George V, and may we as sub- 
jects of hia late majesty, offer our sincere 
aympathy to the members of his family and 
humbly pmy that God, in Ilia mercy, will 
grunt to his soul eternal rest. 

F. Kelly. 

L. U. NO. 394, AUBURN, N. Y. 
Editor: 

Enclosed is a copy of n letter received from 
a former member of Local Union 294. 

We, of this local, consider the man’i plan 
not only workable, but sensible. 

We would like to have the letter appear in 
the WonKtrB for comment of other locals, and 
also would like some comment from the Inter- 
national Office, either official or unoffjdal. 

The letter follows: 


Mr. Clayton F. Carr, B. A. 

Local Union No. 394, 
International Brotherbood of 
Electrical Workers, 

.Auburn, N. y. 

Dear Sir and Brotber; 

Is it possible for a man to re- 
gain his j^tanding after drupping 
his card through unavoidable 
circumstances? 

Due to the depression, I was 
forced to drop my curd, as it was 
impossible for me to pay dues 
longer. I kept it up as long as 1 
was able, but finally had to let 
go. The local tried to help, and 
did help, until the point was 
reached where the local itself 
was unable to aid members in 
arrears, inasmuch as the organ- 
ixation was broke. 

My card was over 10 years old 
(the initiation fee was $150), and I regretted 
losing it as it was always more than a card 
to me. It was a symbol of something big 
and fine. It represented principles in which 
I believed and bad faith, and it was a foun- 
dation upon which the future of my chil- 
dren firmly rested. 

Now, to all appearancea, the soldiers’ bonus 
will he paid, and I will he able to repay the 
local my indebtedness, and return to the 
fold in good standing. But it seems a shame 
that a card in good standing for 10 years 
should be lost, especially when the cause of 
the loss was a circumstance over which I had 
no control. 

Such a request as mine could be made by 
many members of the I. B. E, W. in the same 
circumstances as myself and this tetter may 
be food for thought at the I. 0. No doubt, 
hundreds, perhaps thousands, of members 
lost their cards through causes similar to 
mine. The L B. E. W. needs these members, 
and they in turn need the I. R. E. W. 

Many of these men are veterans who, with 
their bonus, wilt he able to pay up back dues 
to date and regain their cords. There arc, no 
doubt, a great many who are now in other 
positions who feel that a card Is unnecessary 
and will not pay up, or return to the fold un- 
less some inducement is held out to them. 
By offering a return of their old cards for 
payment of hack dues to date, these men, and 
others, will pay up to aocure their old cords, 
rather than pay up and secure a new card. 

Locals probably have a tremendous amount 
of unpaid dues on their books and are all but 
broke as a result. Repayment would take 
them out of the red, put them on a solid 
financial footing, build up membersbip, and 
remtoro confidonee. You can be assured that 
the local officers and finance committees 
would work overtime gathering in these old 
members. 

Some members who have dropped out al- 
though not ex-soldiers* would make an effort 
to pay up and return to their former 
standing. 

While such a plan may be contrary to rules 
and regulations and something unheard of 
before, It must be remembered that moat of 
the atteiriipts to aid recovery have been new 
and unheard of and, though not always 
according to Hoyle, some have been quite suc- 
cessful, There ia no reason for allowing 
locals to remain In financial difficulties, if 
eueb eonditiotis can be overcome witbout 
straining the finances of the I, 0.; though 
these are no doubt badly strained right now, 

I can see no reason why such a plan would 
not be successful at this time, when the bonus 
is most certain to be paid. I know that there 
is nothing that the I. 0. ia more interested in 
than the stability of the locals, especially the 
small locals^ They can probably call to mind, 
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no great mental effort, a number of 
locals asking for help and ready to fold up. 

The strength of the L B. E. W. lies in the 
strength of the small locals and any workable 
plan that will stabilise and strengthen the 
organization will* I know, receive the sincere 
consideration of our International Ofhee. 

Fraternally youra, 

Paul A. KcLLEry. 


Clayton F. Carr, 
Financial Secretary. 


L. U. NO. 41S, PASADENA, CALIF. 
Editor: 

Another depression year has paaaed marked 
by big business In the role of public enemy 
No. 1, in opposing everything of benefit to 
the worker. However, no one can deny that 
business Improved noticeably during 1935. 
Perhaps the beat indication of this improve- 
ment is to be found in the efforts of uome 
of our politically dead poHticlani to get back 
into their former positions of power. They 
remind us of the rats that gnaw a ship full 
of holes, leave it sinking, but come back 
when iCs reflonted. If we can believe their 
stories in the dally papers, everything will 
be lovely when they get back, balance the 
budget, reduce taxes, take the government 
out of business and its regulation, stop gov- 
ernment spending, employment and relief 
work. They don’t say who would employ 
those they would throw out of work and we 
wonder. 

Just how much farther along the road 
to Bodal justice and economic stability we 
would he If the New Deal opposition had been 
confined to the average ckkenj is hard to tell. 
We workers do know that in spite of every- 
thing New Deal enemies have been able to 
do, we’re all better off than we were three 
years ago when the reactionaries were In full 
power. 

It isn't hard to believe that big business 
will stop at nothing In its efforts to discredit 
the present administration, to hamper it, or 
to render its policies useless. They are 
strongly entrenched and have but to summon 
our bighcat courts to declare a measure bene- 
fiting all our people unconstitutional. 

An ex^President of the United States is 
deeply concerned at the regimentation of our 
people, just as If they haven’t always been, 
for the benefit of the few, 

A prominent railroad executive is alarmed 
at the prospects of government ownership of 
the railroads, which he ternna dangerously 
close. Why Bhouldn't our government take 
over a business so vital to the public welfare 
when it*8 BO sadly In need of oibcient manage' 
ment and modernlsationT 

The head of a large electric 

utility Is encouraged by the in* 
crease In industrial and residen- 
tial output at present rates and 
claims further rate reductions 
impossible becauso of the high 
taxes. Workers should not be 
fooled by the claims of big busi- 
ness that high taxes are ruining 
business and retarding recovery. 

We should rather hear in mind 
that through their mismanage- 
ment we have been taxed Into 
mass poverty and that our gov- 
ernment, which is supposed to 
represent all the people is now 
endeavoring to divert excess 
profits (a tax big business pours 
into the pockets of a few favored 
people) into Its treasury for the 
benefit of alt our people. Perhaps 
a few government yardsticks will 
bo needed to compel utlUty heads, 
etc,, to be content with a reason- 


able profit based on a reasonable capital* 
ixatiom 

A move toward state owneTship of public 
utilities has been started here in California 
and some progress made, but with the whole 
Pacific coast threatening to become the bat- 
tlefield for gas and electric utilities in a war 
for new and existing business, it's loo early 
to predict the outcome. 

An all-time record for peak output was 
established December 24, 1935, by Pasadena’s 
municipal light plant and the average daily 
load is climbing steadily toward capacity of 
its newest 32,000 k.v.a. generator. The 
privately-owned gas utility is feeling the 
pinch of lost business and has reduced its 
rates 15 per cent on complete service bills 
over $2. 

Brother Langstaff probably owes his life to 
trained fellow workers of the light depart- 
ment, who brought him down a pole and 
revived him after he bad contacted a 2,300- 
volt line, received severe burns and was 
rendered unconscious. 

With this review of 1935, we pass on to 
1936. Let ua all strive to make the new year 
a little better than J935, We move in a large/ 
circle than many less fortunate workers, 
have contacts with people in all walks of life 
and can all do our bit to straighten out some 
of the mia understand! tigs betwen capital and 
labor. There are problems in our locals, too, 
that need attention. How many locals ever 
take stock of their progress for the year past 
and lay plans for the new? If you do youll 
fmd increased interest in your meetings and 
better attendance, and you will be getting 
somewhere, because you know where you’re 
going. The membership looks to Its leaders 
for guidance, so if you wish 1936 to be a bet- 
ter year, help make it bo. H. W. Huneven. 


L. U. NO. 443, MONTGOMERY, ALA. 
Editor: 

We have all our members working, some 
regular and some part time. We have some 
good prospects, a city ball building, a state 
highway building, a J. C. Penny store job 
(to Btart after the first of the year) and have 
two slum bousing jobs, around |300,000 
apiece, under way. So, it looks good for 
L. U. No, 443 for 1936. We have enough men 
to take care of this work. If we need any 
men, will call on International Vice President 
Barker for them. So, don’t horn in unless 
International Vice President Barker sends 
you. 

I want to thank Business Manager Fred 
Hatcher, of L- U. No. 349, and International 
Vice President Barker for using the unem- 
ployed members of L. O. No. 443. It surely 
helped No. 443 at that time. Also want to 
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thank the Miami local for the way they have 
co-operuted with our members while in 
Miami, Fla., and we hope we will be able to 
return the favor. Brother J. B- Jenkins came 
home from Miami for Christmas and gives 
Miami local and Busmesa Manager Fred 
Hatcher a good boost to L. U. No. 443 and to 
the building trades of Montgomery. 

N. KTHIN6T0N, 
Husinesa Manager. 

L, U. NO. 4S8, BRIDGEPORT, CONN. 
Editor ; 

Once more I will try to send you a few 
lines about the boys in Rridgeport. We arc 
still alive and things looking better than a 
year ago. 

Last month some of the boys got together 
and had a blow-out for one of the oldest 
Brothers in our local, Brother Boat ford. The 
occasion was In honor of the first Brother in 
New England to receive the pension. We all 
hope that he will enjoy the same for a good 
many years and enjoy good health. 

Inclosed you will find a picture of aome of 
the boys on a fishing trip in Maine. The little 
fellow. Brother Boyle, Is our president. The 
big fellow, Brother My Ian, is his body guard 
and our business manager. The boys enjoyed 
being called expert fishermen from the big 
woods. Believe it or not, they started oni at 
4 a. m. from Bridgeport. They took $25 
worth of fishing tackle, a half ton of worms, 
one case of Scotch whiskey and 16 cases of 
beer. The next morning they started 
fishing. In one day they caught 500 
yellow perch and 150 black bass. They al- 
most lost our president, as one big bass took 
him out of the boat and towed him around 
the lake for almost two hours until Brother 
Krom, who is the skinny fellow in the picture, 
saved him from disaster. 

August Schlosser. 

L. U. NO. 526, WATSONVILLE, 
CALIF. 

Editor: 

It is to our irilercHt ea American citizens 
to read and understand the Supreme Court's 
decision on the AAA. Fortunately for the 
average person this detdaion is very clear. 
The Supreme ('uurt has explairied this law 
in a clear and etuivincing way. Our Con- 
stitution i$ the supreme law of our country. 
The Supreme Court is a part of our govern- 
ment ond the Coiigtltution governs both f'on- 
gresB and the Supreme Court. The Suprente 
Court only acts where some Art of Congress 
Is contrary to the Constitution, and when this 
Act has been challengeil by eitizens. 

The court then compares the Act of Con* 
gross with the provisions of the 
Con Bit tut ion which are involved, 
and passes its judgment. The 
SupremG Court does not overrule 
f'ongross, but is a brake to halt 
Congress from passing laws that 
are contrary to the provisions 
of the Constitution, Our Consti- 
tution bus El definite meaning 
and holds that the federal gov- 
ernment, under the Constitution, 
has only certain enumerated 
powers that have been delegated 
to it by the slates. The power 
of the federal government to tax 
hsB been defined by the court on 
two points. First. The taxation 
feature of the AAA is a scheme 
to control agricultural produc- 
tion and la unconstitutional. Sec- 
ond. Hesorting to taxing power 
to make effective an act that is 
not legitliiiuta Is not within the 
scope of the Constitution and 
therefore is unconstitutional. 


so 
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Thii' d^eision knocks Mr. R«)osevelt*» scheme 
in the head, that he can levy any sort of tax 
on us and then use out money to control our 
production. The Supreme Court .says, “The 
cjuestion is not what power the federal gov- 
ernment ought to have, but what powers have 
in fact been given by the people.** 

We are fortunate that our forefathers* 
who framed tnir Constitution* had the fore- 
sight to place with the Supreme Court the 
final word as to the legality of the Acts of 
Congress. Under our form of government, 
no other place is provided where the citizen 
may be heard to urge that the law fails to 
conform to the limits aet uia>n the use of a 
granted tH>wer. If a statute plainly violates 
the stated principles of the Constitution, then 
the Supreme Court must so declare for the 
pTot^tion of the people. 

In California we have two new laws that 
are now up to the Supreme Court* One is the 
income tax law of the state* The other is 
the new auto tax law. This law takes the 
auto tax away from the counties and makes 
it payable direct to the state* This tax is 
payable at the same time and with the license 
fee. Should this tax not be paid by January 
:11 it is doubled aa a penalty. It is almost 
n sure thing that these two measures will be 
declared unconstitutional* P. C- MacKatt* 

P. S.~The Supreme Court of the state of 
Washington has declared the personal income 
tax of that state unconstitutional. This tax 
is similar to the one that has been passed in 
t'alifornia. 


L* U. NO* 558, FLORENCE* ALA. 
Editor: 

This resolution should have been in last 
report* The central body has asked that it 
appear in all trade union journals as early 
possible* 

Resolution 

Whereas there has been organized in Ala^ 
bama, Tennessee and Missisaippi the Roose- 
velt Memorial Association of the Tennessee 
River Valley, Inc.* composed of many of the 
leading citizens of the three states and which 
proposes to erect a hospital for the care of 
crippled children in LaGrange Mountain, in 
Colbert County* Alabama; and 

Whereas such a movement to honor our 
President is both timely and laudable in 
recognition of his personal interest in the 
development of the Tennessee Valley and the 
south; and 

W^hereas a number of public spirited citi- 
zens of Colbert County, Alabama, have do- 
nated approximately 400 acres of land to the 
association without cost to It; and 
Whereas it Is the purpose of this organiza- 
tion to raise funds by public subscription for 
the erection of this hospital and a museum 
and hall of fame of the south; and 
Whereas organized labor is 100 per cent 
in accord with tbe policies of Franklin Del- 
ano Roosevelt because of bis efforts towards 
the emancipation of labor from industrial 
slavery and desires to be the first organiza- 
tion to go on record in support of this move; 
now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, by the members of the Tri -Cities 
Central Labor Body* in regular session as- 
sembled, on this the 13th day of November, 
1035, That we are not only in hearty accord 
with this noble movement but we urge all 
organized labor to back this worthy under- 
taking morally and financially* for in so doing 
we will not only be paying a debt of gratitude 
to our benefactor but doing a major part to- 
ward the establishment of an Institution in 
the Tennessee Valley for the care of the 
undetprivileged, helpless little children; he it 
further 

Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions 


he sent to all central labor bodies in Alabama 
and to the presidents of the Alabama, Ten- 
nessee and Mississippi Federations of Labor 
and to the Honorable George Googe, southern 
representative of tbe American Pederation of 
Labor, 

Adopted this 1 3th day of November, 1935. 

W. S. Pebbce, 

Attest: President. 

S. E. Renzi, Secretary. 


Fraternally yours, 

L . O. Petr EE. 


L. U. NO. 567, PORTLAND, MAINE 
Editor: 

nereis Local Union No* 567 going on record 
again with the choicest bits of as is* vfhere is, 
information I may be able to assemble and at 
least help me to maintain my New Year*g 
resolution to keep the local lined up a little 
better than w'e have been in the somewhat 
hectic past* All the compensation I expect 
is that one or more readers wil! be sufficiently 
interested, either through criticism or favor, 
to perhaps become better converts to our 
JOtjmfAti and of better understanding in our 
local. 

During the month, it became suddenly 
necessary for me to make my initial appear- 
ance at a hospital and after a sojourn of two 
weeks I seem to have come out o. k., but I'll 
have to admit I don*t feel like doing much 
except writing and not too enthused over 
that* You certainly get quite a slant down 
the other fellow’s alley while marking time 
in a hospital. 

1 should like to take this opportunity to 
refer any local to a part of my last letter, 
for while a few may have read it* of course 
the majority did not* and that is relative to 
the safe and sane method our local has em- 
ployed to collect hack indebtedness* Perhaps 
the simplest way is to give it to you all over 
again, so it’s this way; At a special meeting 
of the local* procedure was unanimously 
adopted from the motion, “That every mem- 
ber earning in excess of ?20 per week will be 
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assessed 10 per cent of tha week’s pay, or a 
minimum of ¥1* to apply on his indebtedness 
to the local*" 

There is real merit In this non-offensive 
method of collecting just dues easily, brother 
locals, and Pm going to keep hammering 
away until I make some impression to in- 
fluence you to try it out and assure you that 
in the month it has been operative here finan- 
cial returns have been surprising. Of course, 
tbe minimum can be established under exist- 
ing conditions — 26 cents* BO cents, or more* 

Most of the boys have returned from the 
“Quoddy” housing project, although one or 
two seem to have located permanently in 
some capacity and have been absorbed by 
local jobbing eonditiona that have actually 
held up much better than for several years, 
and although it has been a tough, cold* windy 
winter, I guess disagreeable conditions are 
everywhere. It’s a cold place down at 
"Quoddy" right now, right on the northeast 
corner of the United States, and while 
$2*000,900 additional funds have been allotted 
it will simply mean marking time for those 
now on the project, as I believe special legis- 
lation must be enacted relative partly to the 
market for Its proposed almost unlimited 
power output, and of course considerable 
political tangle will have to be unravelled. 

President Fessenden has heen in communi- 
cation with some of the government engi- 
neers in a worthy attempt to get first hand 
and definite information that we may he in 
a better position to supply the readers of the 
Journal with pertinent facts and no fancies. 
Until this is available* ft seems advisable for 
us to mark time* too. M* M. McKennet. 


L. U* NO. 713* CHICAGO* ILL. 
Editor: 

Was very much pleased to notice that Sally 
Lunn took the time to read the letter sent to 
the Journal by Local No* 713, and mentioned 
among other things that our Brotherhood has 
its own labels for manufactured lighting fix- 
tures and union wiring jobs. You brought 
out a very good point, Sally, and 1 must thank 
you very much for doing ua that favor. 

The International Brotherhood also has a 
union label, which is placed on switchboards, 
panel boards* control boards, etc., but this 
fact is not nearly so well known as it should 
be* and 1 will admit that this condition is 
partly our fault. 

However, during the past few years Local 
No. 713 has called this matter to the atten- 
tion of OUT memhership through the Journal, 
and this is the first time that any one of the 
JournaPs many correspondents gave this sub- 
ject a tumble* 

The building of switchboards, panel boards, 
control boards and distribution centers calls 
for high grade men, and it is our contention 
that this work should he controlled by the 
Brotherhood* The control of this work must 
come through the locals which install the 
work, and it is our opinion that to bring this 
about It is not necessary to take drastic 
action* 

We believe that in the main the electrical 
contractors are friendly to the local unions 
with whom they have contracts* and if these 
electrical contractors were told that union 
wiretnen preferred to have union made boards 
to install, we are sure this would carry a 
great deal of weight* Members of Local No* 
713 have never been able to figure out why 
so much importance is given the fixture label 
and so little given tbe switchboard labeL 

Many switchboards run into real money* 
furnishing weeks of work* but we are sorry 
to say most of this work is done by non-union 
men. 

Have just sent a letter on this subject to 
all locals in the surrounding states* and am 
hoping that we get some results for the 
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Brotherhood label which is used on switch* 
board S} panel boards and control boards. 

J. F- SCIULT, 
Business Manager. 

P. S.— Just received a swell letter from 
Local No. £12. Thanka for your promise of 
co-opGration^ Brother luebenrood. 


L. U- NO. 716, HOUSTON, TEXAS 
Editor: 

While I have been absent for the past two 
montha, T have a good even fie, hnt will not 
try to explain as to why, except that I 
and old John Barleycorn had a wonderful 
Christinas. 

1 believe the wire twisters of Houston had 
as good a Christmas as they have had In 
many years. Old Mother Nature was with 
the workingman in Houston this Christmas 
by letting the rain drops fall in a profitable 
quantity. It looked for awhile like Honston 
had moved her ship channel farther inland. 
Just in plain English, Houston had a rain. 

Also, as the buds on the trees are swelling 
and as good spring weather is just around 
the corner. Local Union No. 716 has plenty 
applications for membership. 1 guess the 
grass looks greener to them on this side of 
the fence, but IIjo green gru^s Is going to 
be bitter weed for aome. This is too late to 
talk poll tax, but applicants are asked for 
their poll tax receipt, and I wonder why so 
many black bails fall on the other aide of the 
ballot box. 

In the near future L. U. No. 716 will enter- 
tain its members with a get-together meeting. 

Art Ellis told me confidently that he bad 
some hot stuff and if the members know him 
as I do he is not lying. So, let this be a 
reminder and look for your notice as to the 
date. l.et'a all be there and be like bometis, 
instead of an old whipped bull, off in soine 
pasture corner. 

I must not fail to mention the entertain* 
ment of the women’s auxiliary. The writer 
had the pleasure of attending a Christmas 
party, December 21, sponsored by the wo- 
men’s auxiliary to L. U* No. 7X6, and I believe 
I can speak for every o-no there. All en- 
joyed themuelvca, Tho ladies aerved coiTeo 
and cake to the grownups, while the kiddies 
had their Christmas bags, with nuts, fruit 
and candy; also, I must not fail to mention 
that the milk chocolate and cream were 
Furnished by tho only union creamery in 
Houston, the F. & M. Creamery Company, 
2^01 Navigation Boulevard. Also, the good 
coffee was furnished and served by tbs 
Duncan Coffee Company, the cup of southern 
hospitality. These are two firms with union 
principles, which every union man should 
patronize. 

I am sorry to report that we have some 
members who do not appreciate the union or 
the women’s auxiliary enough to attend the 
en to rtai amenta which are provided for them, 
but naturally there have to be some soreheads 
who do not appreciate anything. 

Lm B UK NETT. 


L. U. NO. 723, FORT WAYNE, IND. 
Editor; 

Most of the readers of this JouaNAt are 
more or less familiar with the fight being 
waged by leaders of labor organiaatioTia rela- 
tive to shorter hours, higher wages and other 
benefits for their members and the country 
at large. We are urged at our local meetings 
to buy only union made goods and support 
retail establishments that are friendly to 
organized labor. Are we doing all we can 
to help our cause along ? 

I believe, and 1 think most of you agrou, 
that it fs a greater sin to buy foreign made 
goods than goods made by non-union labor 
in tho U. S. A.* yet the retail stores are 
flooded with mcrcbandlee made outside the 


boundary lines of our country, and most of 
us, this writer included, will unwittingly buy 
several dollars worth of foreign mu do goods 
during the courae of two or three months. 
There are others who will knowingly buy im- 
ported goods in preference to articles made 
here at home, expecting to save a few 
pennies on each purchase, at the expense of 
their fellow citizens, and then give these same 
savings, in tho form of higher taxes, to state 
and national agencies to help support tho 
unemployed. 

This criticism is aimed only at those 
articles that enter this country in competi- 
tion with like merchandise that is being 
manufactured here today. A glowing ex- 
ample is the volume of Imported electric light 
bulbs that are being sold in our stores. In- 
vestigation will prove that our own lamps 
are far superior to any imported lamps that 
you will find being offered at reduced prices. 

Wo can all help one another by looking for 
the good old ”Made-ln-U.S.A.” label on the 
next purchase wo rruike* and if your retailer 
ia a bit cold to this idea tell him in no un- 
certain terms that aa long as there are mil- 
lions of jobless in this country you are going 
to buy where you aee the Yankeo trade mark. 

To protect unemployed members of Local 
No. 723, this body has adopted a resolution 
to the effect that it will no longer accept 
traveling cards until all present members 
are again gainfully employed. 

Aaron ScnAanACw. 


L. a NO. 734, NORFOLK, VA. 
Editor: 

ft certainly is good to see so many of the 
old Brothers back at work. The place is be- 
ginning to look like a navy yard again, in- 
stead uf a gvave yard. Here is hoping that it 
will continue to look that way ! And there is 
no reason why it should not be loaded with 
work. This yard is conceded to be one of 
the best on the east coast and the Navy De- 
partment has all intentions of building our 
navy up, so with proper organization and 
effort I believe this yard can obtain its share 
of the work. 

Speaking of organization, in the opinion 
of tho undersigned this is a most critical 
time for organized labor, due to the action of 
the Supreme Court in killing the NBA and 
along with it the labor clause. If all of the 
trades afFlLiated with the A, P. of L. do not 
give their support to that hedy, capital will 
certainly gain the victory that will undo all 
that has been gained in the past 10 years. 

This le certainly not the time for inter- 
labor disputes (such as the industrial union 
question of Mr. John Lewis). The policy of 
the American Federation of Labor Hhuuld be 
the policy of organized labor in America and 
the differences of opinion of the officers should 
be put aside until after we are out of the 
present political storm. And the same thing 
applies to locals of our own craft. We are 
a Brotherhood and as such should show every 
consideration to our Brothers, not only in 
our own local but members of other locals 
as well. Consideration for the other fellow 
and hia point of view makes for good feeling 
and harmony, hence strength and teamwork, 
without which we can hope for nothing but 
juKt what capital gives us — nothing. 

PAifi. K. Lkake. 


L. U, NO, SS7, CLEVELAND, OHIO 
Editor; 

I^et us bow our heads a moment in memory 
of our departed Brother, Thomas Lynch, 
formerly employed at Linndale engine houae. 

Our membership is rapidly increasing: we 
welcome into our midst Brothers Floyd Todd 
and Clarence E- Lindell, of the Nickel Plate. 
Our charter is again open for the first quar- 


ter of 1936 and we hope for a large Increase 
during this period. 

We are again approaching a presidential 
campaign and the air ia thick with the smoke 
screen of the Liberty Leaguers and others 
attempting to persuade the working man to 
cut his own throat next November. Kemem- 
ber what happened to the railroad mun after 
he voted G. 0. P. in 1920. The "Sidewalks of 
New York" demonstrated Saturday night 
how a self-made regular guy can lose his 
head and make statements be doesn’t believe 
himself. Let's keep our heads, consider the 
position of the organized railroad man from 
November, 1920, until November, 1932, and 
then consider what has happened since then 
and what can happen If we all get out and 
vote to sustain those who have made it pos- 
sible for men to throw off the shackles of 
company unions hung on them by the C. O. P. 
acabherder, Harry Daugherty, and his fa- 
mous injunction. 

The Constitution is not in danger, it was 
amended to free the negro alave from 
bondagg and It may be necessary to amend it 
again to crimp the power of the reactionary 
bowsers who are obeying their masters by 
ruling labor legislation unconstitutional. We 
have seen a master strikebreaker and hi;^ 
methods exposed in the pages of our JouRNAi. 
and read his smug statements that he has his 
men holding ollice in labor organizations, but 
this need not worry us, as pock marks will 
show. Bill Blaxr. 


L. U. NO. 912, CLEVELAND, OHIO 
Editor; 

Since last June our local has been carrying 
on n peculiar membership campaign. The 
lirat results were to completely organize the 
cranemen, about 17 In number. Of course, 
there were several who had their cards prior 
to the big push. Since that time the crane- 
men have developed into one of the finest 
groups in our local, showing the ability to 
think constructively and use that learning 
aggressively and properly. 

The next group was the electrical workers 
and apprentices, who were kc altered through- 
out the department. This group also ha? 
shown spirit and tho Are of collective action. 
The apprentices, by the way, are now or- 
ganized too per cent. 

The last group to be obligated into the local 
union was at n special meeting January IS. 
This meeting w'as delayed about a week due 
to the death of one of the meraberfi, Brother 
Firlha. Thi?i group cuiisislcd mainly of the 
car lighting and battery men employed in the 
old Coll car shop. And they came in also 
109 per cent. 

Have just received a list of new member? 
since June 1, 1936, from the financial secre- 
tary, Brother DePauL In looking over the 
data find that the Brothers took to heart the 
slogan of our campaign, which was and still 
ts, "Get that new member!” because there 
are still some no-bills left in our jurifidlctlon. 
Honestly, though, they are like hen’s teeth. 

In the following list you will note that 
Brother Graham is only credited with five. 
Actually, he ia along with our President 
Jamison to be commended for his excellent 
work In collecting these members from the 
car shop. The following names appear on 
the number of applications indicated; M. O, 
Jamison, 10; J. Brunnett, eight; E. Graham, 
five; J. P. DePaul, five; L. Vidrick, five; L. A. 
Berg, five; Roy Carlson, five; Ralph MTag- 
goner, five; H. A. Lloyd, two; A. Hossmann, 
two; Dan Bellinger, one. and F, Stanley, one. 
There you have it. Is your name there, or 
did you leave it to some one else to do your 
work for you ? 

There is no doubt in the minds of the board 
that a little pressure from the rest of you, 
along with the splendid work done alrnndy 
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hy athers will result in making Coll shops 
100 per cent throughout» but it cannot bo 
done without the whole-hearted co-operation 
of each one of you. So atop out, Brother, 
and go after the few no-bills that are left. 
Applications may be had from the executive 
board members or cominittoemen. 

On the night that the car shop elec tH cal 
w'orkers were initiated, at a apecml meeting, 
and after the business of the meeting was 
concluded, the entertainment committee took 
hold and did things up brown. No, there 
weren't any hrown tastes the next day, cither. 
Everybody was there, except a few of the 
Brothers who lived way out and didn't feel 
justified in risking their lives on the ice that 
had formed on the highways and byways. A 
really reasonable excuse for being absent 
was theirs. But that happened only on one 
meeting night this winter so far. 

The local sincerely appreciates the assis- 
tance given us by International Vice Presi- 
dent McGlogan and General Chairman Me- 
Cullough during the recent drive for mem* 
bera. It was really a big help. 

The local union extends to Local No. SI 7 its 
thanks for the assistance given Brother 
Wohlgemuth during the past summer, per- 
mitting liini to work iit the Grand Central 
until recently. Also to LcM^al No, fi87 in per* 
mitting Brother Ntkolett to work at Minerva 
roundhouse during a sick leave of Brother 
Cady, of L. U. No. 887. Both the boya are 
getting in some time now around the shop 
and nearby points, filling for absentees. 

Brother Roy Carlson is carrying another 
application, waiting for that prospective ap- 
prentice who arrived recently at his domicile 
to grow up. Congratulations to Roy and the 
Mrs. 

Wft mourn tho passing of Brother Firth a, 
who suffered a fractured akull a few days 
before hi a demise. 

This event brought home to many of us the 
preachings of those who prevAiIed on many 
to keep in good standing at all times. Some 
time ago it was the grievous duty of a 
financial secretary to suspend the Brother 
for delinquency. He allowed his card to lapse 
and then was reinitiated less than a year ago. 
Since then he had to be pepped up to bring 
his dues to date, which he finally did. But 
he had lost about 10 years' previous good 
standing. At his death he had only about 
nine months' good standing and his bene* 
ficiary will receive only the rebate of about 
$8.10, instead of $1,000, w'hich he would have 
had except for that painful lapsu iiiunijuned. 

Tough, eb 7 Well* Brothers, remember 
that your Insurance is only part of the bene- 
fits of this organisation* and you are re- 
spormiblo for the pnymont of your dues and 
premium and can blame no one but yourself 
if a lapse occurs. You know how the officers 
have been after the delinquents — those who 
are always on the ragged edge. Actually, 
the financial secretary does not have to tell 
you when your dues are lagging. All he 
must do is write your receipt, and that indi- 
cates the laat month's dues paid at that time, 
and is also notice that the next month's dues 
are payable. 

By the way, do you know that the by-laws 
say that dues should be paid in advance? 
Now just look at your last receipt, see what 
month you paid dues for, and then look at the 
calendar, 

A questionnaire is available for furloughed 
members noW| not employed at the home 
point. This is an endeavor to find where you 
are and when you can be available in case 
something comes up. Be sure to get yours 
and fill it out completely, then send it In to 
the proper officer. If you wish to add any- 
thing to the Information asked for, just turn 
the sheet over and write the additional In- 
formation there. 


If you haven't already gotten your ques- 
tionnaire, drop a postcard to Recording Sec- 
retary F, A. Stanley, 13711 Othello Ave., 
Cleveland, Ohio, giving him your correct 
address. A. A, Rossmann. 


L. U. NO. 1037, WINNIPEG, MAN. 
Editor: 

I am sorry to relate that Brother Charles 
Barrett, our genial president, met with a bad 
accident, December Sfi, while working in a 
man hole on a power cable. He was burned 
on both hands — but is roeovering os well as 
can be expected. 

Conditions are slightly improved up here 
but are a long way from being satisfactory 
as a large number of workers are still on 
relief. However, we are hoping that 3036 
win wind up the depression and give the 
worker^ a breuk, which is surely coming to 
them. 

When we read in the financial columns of 
the papers that the wages of capital in 
Canada in 1035 hov© been the best since 
1029, over $225,000,000 being distributed in 
dividends for the year ending 1935, $25,000,- 
000 more than in 1934, apparently the w^ages 
of capital have not been cut very much. It 
would be Interesting to know what the per- 
centage of profit would be if the water were 
squeezed out of the infiated stock in these 
investments. I rather think it would be a 
high percentage. Now^ if governments would 
insist that profits be paid only on actual 
value of Investments, and Industry be run 
not only for a fair profit but w-ith Increased 
regard for service to the consumers* and fair 
conditions and wages for the actual producers 
and workers, there would soon be money 
enough in the pockets of the consumers so 
that they could buy at least a reasonable 
amount of the products manufactured, and 
thus bring about a considerable measure of 
prosperity for all. 

Tbe average working man, so far as any 
experience goes, does not want a great deal. 
If he has food, clothes and shelter for himself 
and family and is possibly able to put a 
Ilttio nw^ay for the rainy day, because the 
sun won't always Hhine (so they aay>, he Is 
Batisfied. Not a very great ambition, Til 
wager, but conKldcr the plight of millions 
of peopla on this great American and 
Canadian continent unable to supply them* 
selves with the common ncceaaities of life 
In Ibis year J03fi, in a land where there is 
plenty for nil and to spare. 

You Will agree, I think, that it would be a 
great achievement If In the near future eco- 
nomic security for all those wilting to work 
could he brought about and poverty ciriven 
from the land. A, A. Miles. 


L. U. 1141, OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLA. 

Editors 

This Tetter Is as much of a surprise to me 
as it will probably be to the respective Broth- 
ers who peruse the magazine. 

Little did I think I would wake from the 
spring fever which has clung to me all year 
to make another attempt ot imprinting a 
few of my ideas on this and that. The trouble 
is, there isn't enough of “this and that" to 
make a fair-Hized dissertation. You may 
draw your own conclusions— either we are 
doing so many thinga down here that they 
appear as n kaleidoscopic picture, or we are 
not effecting anything at nil. 

Conditiona here in Oklahoma City are pos- 
sibly a little better than they have been, but 
we still have a long way to go before we can 
even think of the halcyon days when a man 
could pick his own job. Most of the boys are 
managing to got enough hours to buy beans, 
but we still are a long way from a fertilo 
field for car sHlesmen. 


But to get away from retrospection and 
down to present-day occurrences, we are 
iorry to report that there seems to be a 
fight brewing in our State Labor Federation. 
It scema that some of George Bungle's ''red 
hots" either got in office or else want to get 
in. Your correspondent does not know 
whether tha "ins” or the "outs" are the red 
hots. At any rate, there seem to be ex- 
cellent chances for a red hot battle. A apeciaJ 
convention is called for February 1, with a 
ro<[uest for a special man from the American 
Federation of Labor to supervise it. 

To get away from our local subjects, we 
here In the southwest would tike to have some 
well-informed Brother point out to us the 
Justice of the revered Supreme Court's de- 
cision which turned back all of the protested 
processing taxes to the flour mills, packing 
plants, etc., although they merely acted as 
collectors and did not pay one penny of it 
from their own pockets. Funds protested in 
the western district of Oklahoma by 36 firms 
amounted to $3,000,000. Oh, Justice, where 
are your stings? 

An ambitious eouI with optimistic leanings 
recently held a midnight meeting for the re- 
tail drug clerks of this city, but since they 
only average 14 to 16 hours a day, we doubt 
they will be sufficiently aroused to organize. 

Fred B. Counts. 


HIDE BEHIND SECURITY ACT TO 
QUIZ WORKERS 

(Continued from page 62) 

durinij unemployment — other than on a 
relief basis — for those who ordinarily 
are employed. The year will be re- 
corded as one in which the w^ay was 
paved for a nation-wide system of old* 
age pensions^ — paid up insurance, not 
relief- — for men and women who, having 
been employed for many years, choose 
to retire or are forced to retire at the 
age of sixty-five. As a further step 
toward social security this year the 
Federal Government will— when Con- 
gress makes the necessary appropria- 
tions — give substantial aid to the States 
for assistance to the needy aged, crip- 
pled or otherwise dependent children, 
the blind, and for the upbuilding of the 
states' child welfare, maternal care, 
and health services in general. These 
are the three major purposes of the 
Social Security Act. 

The Act was the product of the best 
thought of more than one hundred out- 
standing experts in the field of industry, 
commerce^ government administration, 
economics, labor organisations, public 
health, welfare, and employment. The 
Act was not hurriedly drawn. During 
months of intensive study these men and 
women co-operated wdth the President's 
Committee on Economic Security, com- 
posed of the Secretary of Labor (chair- 
man), the Secretary of the Treasury, 
the Secretary of Agriculture, the Attor- 
ney Genera! of the United States and the 
Federal Emergency Relief Adminis- 
tratofj to draw up a report to the Presi- 
dent. Then the Ways and Means Com- 
mittee of the House of Representatives 
and the Finance Committee of the Sen- 
ate gave three months of careful con- 
sideration to this report and the prob- 
lems involved before they recommended 
the Social Security Act to the whole 
Congress. 
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William R. Lynch, L. U. No. 585 

InlilatcU Kf/vembtr 

It Is wlih sorrow aud reyrt't tliat we, tUe 
aieiiibers of Local Xo, Cfi5. L D. K* W., recoril 
the Hudden pai^slnf' to the Great Ucyootl of our 
caieemed uod worthy Krothor, W. IL tSmokey} 
r.yiich ; therefore be It 

IIc8o]veU» Thot we, as a uulun, In brotherly 
love, escteuil our deepeet and moat lirarirelt 
«yiiiimthy to hla relotlvea; and he It farther 
Itesolved. That our charLer lie draped for & 
lieriod of ^0 day a ; and he It further 

Itesolred, That a copy of tlteae reaolutiuaa 
he placed op oar records, and a copy seut to the 
ulDciul Jotiraal of our Brotherhood for 
puhllcatioa. 

J. P. YATI3S. 

T. P. OltE, 

F, E, DICKKHT, 

C. !), TERRELL, 

Committee. 


John F* Johnaon, L. U. No. 434 

/nittafed August 1, 

It Ifl with deep regret and Borrow that Local 
Union Ko, 431, I. B. E. W., records the passing 
to the Great Beyond of our eateciued and faith- 
ful Itrother, 1. l'\ yoliDBon, 'Who died December 
26. 1P35, after a short llltiess. 

Brother J. F. Johoson had heea a member of 
the 1. B. E. W. since lhl4, and hud been dimii- 
clul secretory of our IjOcuI No, 434* of Douglas, 
Arlx„ almost continually since Jolulng. Ilia 
paeaine away wtit he deeply felt- 

S. IL lEONNING. 

Recording Secretary. 


Richard Scatilon, L* U* No. 9 
Initiated June S, 169S 

Whereas Almighty Gotl. In Ilia Infinite wis- 
ilum, has removf^ from our midst our deco ted 
Brother, Richard Scanlon; and 

WhereiiB our late Brother, a« a member of 
IjOcuI Union No. fi. of I he tnlernjitlouul Broth- 
erhood of KllectrJcal Workers, always gave his 
beat for the cause of our Brotherhood and In the 
Iptercflts of Local Culun Ko, 0: therefore he It 

Uesolved. That TjOCuI Union No. fi hereby ex- 
presses Its high appreclatloti of the scrvlroa 1o 
our ciiime of our devoted Brother and oiir sor- 
row In the knowledge of his death ; and be it 
further 

Resolvcil, That Ixiciil Union No. 0 tenders Its 
stucere sympathy to the family of our late 
Bmthef In their time nf gn-at sorrow; and be It 
fiirrher 

Resolved. That a copy of these reatiliitions 
Ih* sent to the family of our deceased Brother, a 
copy he spread on the niJrititcs of our Local 
Union No. 0 and a copy be aent to the officinl 
imirnal of our Brotherhood for pnlillcutlon, 
JOHN I.A MINING, 
EMMETT LIE KEN, 
nAllEEY SLATER. 

Committee. 


Joicf Staudt, L- Ut No. 730 

iiiitmtcil Ftibruurg It Jbi$S 

WUereus It has pleased Almighty God. in His 
Udlnlte wisdom, to remove from our midst our 
esiecnied Brother, Josef Stuudt; and 

Whnrcas In the death of Brother Josef Stauilt 
Local Uniun No. 130, 1. B. W. W., has lost one 
of Its chnrtcr memhers, a true und luyol mem- 
ber ; be it therefore 

Resolved, That Local Union No, 730 recog- 
ult&cs its great loss In the passing of Brother 
Joaef Btaudt, and hereby estpresaes Its appre- 
clailon of his menibersLip and ever-wUliug 
service to our BrfilherUood : he it further 

Resolved, That Local Union No. 730 tender 
its sincere sympathy to the family of our good 
liroilicr In their time of great bereavemeut ; 
and be It further 

Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions 
be Bent to the family of our late Brother, a 
copy be spread on the minutes of our J^ocal 
Union No. 730 and a co|iy be sent to the official 
Jouruai of our Brotiierhood for publication. 

If, BED RM ANN, 

WM. HILTON, 

WM. MOIUEIS, 

Committee. 


John Kelly, L. U. No. 717 

Imtiattd February 

Whereas it has pleased Almighty God tp take 
unto Himself our beloved Brother, John Kelly ; 
and 

WEierena while howdng In humble submission 
to Gad's infinite wisdom at lit do we deeply 
mourn Ids loss: therefore he It 

Resolved. That we. the members of Local 
Union .No. 717. Interim tlnpal Brcitlierhood of 
Elect rleal Workers, desire to express here, our 
tlcep appreciation of the adnilrtilde nualltles of 
our deeeaseil Brother ; of hla unawerving loyalty 
to tliia local union and to the Intertiational 
Brotherhood of Electrical Workers. In which 
he waa ever a valued and worthy mcraiiert of 
hla exetnpUiry life as n dllucii and a eonselen' 
Houb mrmt>er and olBeer of this Brotherhood; 
and of the hicb ideals which stamped liia char- 
acter and animated his every word and deed ; 
ami he It further 

Resolved. That we drape onr charter for 30 
days In his memory; and be 11 furl her 

Ilesnlvedt That these rcsolntlona he spread 
upon the records of onr local union, that a 
copy be sent to our officinl organ for pnbUca^ 
rton. and that a copy be sent fo his sorrowing 
family with oiir respect fill s.vmpnrhy and fer- 
vent imiyer thiit God, the great giver of life and 
death, may grant eternal repose to Ids soul. 

M. MclMlNOUGF!. 

J. CUNNlNOnAM, 

W, GOLDTIl WAITE, 

Committee. 


Thomas Neilant L. U, No. IS 


George WoodlifTo^ L. U, No, 9 

tnttiated November IB, 1907 

Whereas Almighty God, In tlla tnflnlte wis- 
iliim, has removed from our midst our esteemed 
and worthy Brother. George Woodhffe : and 

WhiTeas In lEie death of Brother WondltlTe 
I. oral Union No. of Hie Iniernfitlnnal Broih- 
erhood of Elect rUial Workers, haa Inst one of 
Its true and devoted memherfi ; be It therefore 

Resrdved, That Local Union .No. 9 recognixea 
Its great loss In the passing of Brother Wood 
lifTe II mi herehy expresaes Its iippreclation of his 
,4prvici^fl to the cause of our Brolherhood; and 
be It further 

Resolved. That Loenl I'ldim No. 9 tenders its 
Hliicere symimthy fo Hie family of our good 
Tirol her In their time of great bereavement; 
siifl be it further 

Resolved, That a copy nf tbese resolutions he 
Hcoi to the fnoiUy of mir Into Brother, a copy 
be spread on the mlntries of our Local Union 
No, 1 1 and a copy be sent to the officio! Journal 
of niir Brotherhood for pub] lea I ! on . 

JOHN LAMBING. 
EMMETT GREEN, 

HATHIY HLATER. 

Com niltteo. 


/nlHtifed Juty 11, 19&t 

Whereas It has pleased Almighty God, In Hie 
Infinite wisdom, to take from iimongst ti» our 
esteemed and worthy nroiticr, Thomas tl. 
Net In a; and 

Whereas Local Union No, 18, of the Interna- 
tional Brotherhood of Elect rtciH Workers, has 
lost In the ileath of Brother Nelhin, one of Its 
triip and gooil memljora ; therefore hit It 

Resolved, That I.oenl Union No. 18. of the 
ItHernntinnnl Bronterhood of Electrical Work- 
ers, herehy expresses Its great iippreciatton of 
the services to our cause of onr devoted Brother 
and our Morrow In the knowledge of hia passing; 
and he It further 

Resolved. Thot Local Unlnn No, 18 tender Its 
sincere Mympatliy to flic fondly *f Brother 
Nellan In Uieir time of sorrow : and he It 
further 

Reaolved, That a copy of Hichc resolutions be 
sent to the fumily of our late Brother, a copy 
be H]iread upon the mlniitos of onr Local Union 
No. 18. aiul a coiiy sent fo fhe offlelal Jourmil 
of our Brotherhood for puhllciitioD. 

FRED G. VOUNG. 

EVAN HUGHES^ 

L. P. MORGAN, 

Committee, 


L. Savoia^ L. U. No, 914 

Initiated April fj, 

U la with great sorrow aud regret that we, 
the meiuhera of Local No. record the piies- 
Ing of our Brother iHOUurdo Havola ; therefore 

be It 

Resolved, That we, In the spirit of Brotherly 
love, pay iribute to his OK-mory by expressing 
to his wife and children our sincere regret and 
sympathy; and be It furHier 

llcflolved, That our charier be draped for a 
period of 30 days in Lis memory ; and bo It 
fort her 

Resolved, Tiuit a copy of lUesc resolutions be 
sent lo his family, a copy he seat to unr olficlol 
Journal for pubilcat Lon, and a copy be spread 
on our luLuutes. 

ALFRED G. KING, 

C, 11. TRAUY, 

R, lUTTLE, 

L. W. TEES, 

Couimittee. 


George E, Gillaapey, L. U. No. 28 

Initiated July if, lOlS 

Whereas we. the members of lA»cal Ouioa 
No, 28, L B, E. W., have snlTcred the loaa of 
our loyal and faithful Brother, George E- 
UlUasiiey, who departed from this life on 
Hecemlior 22, 1935; and 

Whereae the ahsence of his fellowship and 
kindly nature will be keenly felt by all who 
knew him : therefore be It 

Resolved, That this union, la meeting assem 
bled, alatid in silence for one minute, aa n 
solemn tribute to his memory ; and be it 
further 

Resolved. That we drape our charter for s 
period of 39 days, that a copy of tbeiii« reoolu 
ttona he Bent to hla berenved family, that a 
copy be spread upon the nilnutea of our meet- 
ing and a copy be seat to O'Ur official Joumal 
for piibReatlon. 

CAMPBFR.L CARTER, 

EDWARD DOUGUERTY, 

Committee. 


Harold E, Botirg, L, U« No, 581 

JntHated' 10 , 1031 

In regular meetiug assi^mbled, O'D the eveniug 
of January 2* 1936, f^ocal Union No* 881, L B. 
E. IV., of Memphis, Tona., paused the followlog 
reaolu Hona: 

H is with deep sorrow and regret that we. 
the mem tiers of Local No. 881, record the pasa- 
Ing of our esteemed Broilo-r, Harold E. Bourg ; 
thprefore be it 

Resolved, That we, in fhe spirit of brotherly 
love, pay tribute to hla memory by expressing 
If} hla family our siucore sympotliy; and be R 
further 

Resolveil. That our charter he draped for a 
perlfid of 30 dnys ami a copy of these resolu- 
timiM be sent to h!s raaiRy and a copy to he 
sent to our offichil Journal for piiblleatiou. 

C. E. LI3EK. 

Recording Secretary. 


Thomas O^Reilly, L. U. No. 817 
fiiRio/cii October Ih 

Whereas Almighty fJorl, in His Indulte wis- 
dom, lias been pleased io call to his elertial 
reward our beloved Brother, Thomas O' Reilly : 

Wherena Brother O'Reilly, by h!« unfalUng 
duty as a member and his steadfast Interest In 
t!ic affairs of the International Brotherhood of 
Electrical Workers, has inculcated Into fhe 
ml mis and hearts of the membership of Loeal 
Unlim No. 817 the spirit of true fratemlU ; and 
Wberens In fhe dciHh nf Brother Thomas 
O'RclUy, Local Uulun No, 817 has suffered the 
loBft of a true and loyal member, nad hts fam- 
ily II ftevoied and loving fiitluT; therefore be If 
' Remdved. That a copy of these resoluticina 
He sent to hla family, a copy to be spread oa the 
minutes of T.ocaJ Cuioii No. 817 and a copy to 
he sent to the Internaflrmiil Office for puhlloa- 
tlon in Hse Ktectrlcal Wtirkers' monthly Jour- 
nal ; and be it further 

Rpsolvwl, That the churl cr of fmciil Onion 
Nn. 817 He draped for n period of 30 days in 
III vl rig memory and respect* 

** Wrong ant the dead wlHi tears: 

A glorious bright tomorrow 

Eiideth a -weary life of imln nod sorrow. 

THOMAR TdCAf*H. 

MTCHAEL FARJIY, 

BERNARD LANGE. 

M. TREPANI, 

8AM GREENE, 

JOHN J. MrCULl.OtlGfl, 

Committee. 
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Erncit G, Anderson, L, U- No* 31 

IfmnitiftUd December 

U ii with deep sorrow atid regret thnt Uu> 
tuembers of Ijul-hI CuiOD No. Ill, L K. K. W*, 
mourn the untimely death of our Brother, 
Kmest O. AndotBon ; therefore be It 

UcMulvcd, That we pay tribute to hU memory 
by e 3 cpreH«liig to his fsmlly our slnceri! uym- 
imthy : oful he tt rurlhex 

Unsolved* That a oopy of this resolullou he 
«ent to hla ramtly, a copy be Hpreail upon our 
mlnutos Jirul a copy be sent to the Electrical 
Workers’ Joiirtmi for publUatloii : nml he It 

furl her 

Resolved, That the uharter of this local uiuon 
Ik? f I roped for a period of 30 days. 

FRANK BKIUI. 
frank J. MANESKA, 

J. W. JOHNSON, 

Cont mittee. 


Victor Albert Davies, L. No. 213 

September I, 19211 

Whereas Ixical t>nion Ko. 213, I, B. B. W.. 
bas been eollcd upon to pay Its last respects lo 
our loyal anil faithful Brother, Victor Albert 
Davies ; and 

Whereas tt Is our desire to espresa as best 
we can to those who remain to mourn his loss 
ijur sincere sympathy : therefore he it 

Hesolved. That a copy of these resohitlons he 
sent to his family, a copy be spread iipoii the 
minutes and a copy he sent to our oaidiU Jour- 
nal for pnblleatlon ; and he It further 

Resolved, That otir charter be draped for a 
nerlod of 30 days In respect to hla memory. 

T. HAMMERSMARK, 

K. HILLMAN, 

W, FRASER, 

Coinmlttee, 


Wiliiam F* Mary, L- U, No. 41 
Initiated August T, J9SJ 

Whereas St has pleased the Almighty fJod* In 
Uls tullnile wisdom, to take from our ranks oiir 
worthy Brother, W'lUiani F, Mary, and 

Whereas we, the members of Local Union No, 
41, deeply mnurn the loss of a true Brother, and 
we vilsb to extend to the parcnto. wife and fam- 
ily of our late Brother wmiarn F, Mary, oar 
deepest sympathy In their bereavement ; there- 
fore be U 

Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions he 
forwarded to the paceDts and wife and family 
And a copy be sprend on the mlootca of our 
local union and that our charter he draped for 
a period of 30 days lo hia memoryH and that a 
copy he sent to our offlcial publication, the 
Electrical Workers’ Journal, for pubUeatloa. 

n, c, TnOMi'SON, 

WILLIAM P. FlSiUKR, 

(GEORGE M. WTLLAX, 

Committee, 


Horace Sager, L. U, No. 8 
Initiated November tS, f9S9 

It Is with the deepest regret that we Inform 
dll the Brothers of the 1. B. E> W. of the pass- 
ing to the Great Beyond of our lo'yal friend 
and Brother, Horace Sager. 

On the feastday of Ills nativity, December 
25, 1035, the Greatest Coutraetor of them all 
tmw tit to place his name on the payroll of the 
Btemal Conetraction Company, where there 
are no *'card'* men, where the hours are short 
iind the wages plentiful. May he enjoy hie 
new job eternally. 

In token of our alneere regrets nt his passing. 
Local ITnlon No. 8 hereby drapes Its charier for 
a period of 30 days. We extend our lieartfelt 
symparhy to his bereaved wife and children and 
hope they will cventuoHy see that It wns all 
for the best, 

WILLIAM B. CONWAY, 

U, C, LYNES, 

ELMER LEDFORD, 

Committee. 


Everett T. Smith, L, U* No, 124 

fniffafed June £8, I9£J 

Again Local No>. 124 is called upon to mtnirn 
the lose of another true member. It has pleased 
Almighty God, the Master Builder of the uul- 
verse, to call from our midst to a bright and 
belter home above our esteemed Brother and 
co-worker, Everett T. Smith. He was our per- 
htonal friend and always provwl himself a loyal 
and faithful union man. By hla death No. 124 
has lost a devoted Brother. It Is a loss that 
cannot bo made good. There la no ineurance 
that can compensate us or his devoted wife 
for the taking away of such a life. 

Whereas the Supreme Architect of the uni- 
vene baa at death’s portals received life's last 


credentials from our late Brother, K. T. (Cot- 
ton) Smith; he It therefore 

Resolved, That we pay tribute to his memory 
by expressing to hie family our sincere sym- 
pathy : and he ft further 

tU-^ilved, That a eup> of this lesolution be 
scut to the Journal for puhtleatlon, nod a copy 
he spread upon the minutes of our regular 
to cel I rig. 

P, J, MeINTVRK, 

J, R, NTTGENT, 

H. N. TAYLOR, 

CoitimlUee. 


Henry Eltis (Ted) Bairi L. U- No, 465 

ftUHafed June 6, 19 SS 

It is with deep Borrow and regret that we, 
the niuntbers of Local No. 46T>. record the pass- 
ing of Brother Ted, who was killed lu a plane 
aciridont Janunry 12. ItEPl. 

Ted w*as not an old aieniber In years, but one 
of the most likable boys you could meet. 

To hla wife and children we extend our 
sy m pat hy and re gret. 

In tribute to the memory of Brother Bair 
our charter shall be draped for a period of 
31) days, a copy of this reaotulion acuL his 
fiimily, spread on our minmes, and sent the 
iilfli’lal Journal for publication, 

ART KESS1,ER. 

AZA McGOVENY, 

H, J. WILCOX, 

Committee. 


Michael Firtha, L, U. No. 912 

Initiated February IS, 198 5 

We bow our heads to oiir Almighty God, Who, 
In His in^nite wisdom and mercy, has taken 
Into his keeping onr Brolher, Michael Firtha, 
on January 10, 1030. 

Wherens (he passing of Brother MIcbnel 
Flrlhn has taken from us a faithful friend and 
earnest co-worker; therefore be it 

Rpsohed, That the members of Local Union 
No, R12 offer their condolence to the family of 
Brother I’Trtha In tlila time of extreme alfllc- 
Uon : and he It further 

Resolved, That a copy of these resolutlona be 
sent to the family of Brother Firtha, a copy he 
spread on the minutes of the local union and a 
copy be sent to the Journal for puhtleatlon. 

M, O. JAMISON, 

A, A. ROSSMANN, 

Committee. 


DEATH CLAIMS PAID JANUARY 1 
INCLUDING JANUARY 31, 1936 


L,U. 

LO. 

Name 

E. Dennison 

Amount 
$i.nnn oo 

611 

212 

G. n* Ile^sel 

J. G. Schott - 

1,000.00 

1,000.00 

I. 0. 

E. P, Matter 

1,000.00 

870 

J, M. Hamilton 

_ 1,000.00 

892 

W. A. McGrath 

1,000.00 

58 

M. H. Patten 

1,000.00 

134 

IL J. Halliday --- 

1,000.00 

in 

W. E. Ryness 

1,000.00 

311 

W. F. T.nn(^ 

™ 1,000.00 

8 

H. M. Sager 

1,000.00 

90 

H. N, Broderaon 

- - 1,000,00 

5S 

William Medan 

1,000 00 

434 

J. P. Johnson 

1,000.00 

LD. 

L. Gresham 

1,000.00 

48 

H. F, McKay . . 

1,000.00 

6 

C, H. Shipman 

-- 1,000.00 

9 

A. E. Wallace . 

- 1,000.00 

20 

C. F, Foertsch ... 

1,000.00 

5 

R, P* Adams 

14.58 

134 

George E. Long_. 

_ 1,000.00 

881 

H. E. Bourg. 

300.00 

134 

G. Miirchand 

760.00 

887 

T. P. r^ynch 

1,000.00 

96 

G. H. Miller 

1 000 00 

26 

R, F, King 

1,000.00 

123 

C, L. Murrell -- 

000.00 

L 0, 

L. E. Collier 

1,000,00 

9 

William Sweeney 

1,000.00 

494 

O, W. Peterson 

476.00 

134 

L. Hemmelgarn 

1*009.00 

134 

J. Morris 

1,000.00 

134 

F. L, Ford 

1 ,000.00 

SS 

R. Powell 

1,000.00 

134 

H. Hansen . 

1,000*00 

134 

William Zink , 

- . 1,000.00 

914 

L. Savaia 

1,000.00 

Total 

S33, 839.68 


ALL-ELECTRIFIED CAN PLANT AT 
TAMPA 

fConttnued from pajire 67) 
plain. Ample illummation is thus had 
throughout the plant All lighting 
equipment is controlled from the panels 
strategically located at various conven- 
ient points in the dhterent departments, 

Self-Stoppers Almost Human 

The movement of the cans is con- 
trolled by means of mercoids, placed at 
the various positions in the conveying 
system. If the conveyor away from the 
machine becomes filled with cans and 
the belt elevating conveyor cannot move 
the cans as rapidly as required, the ex* 
cess weight of a can tiipa the mercoid, 
opening the circuit of the machine and 
causing it to stop. 

The cans are then ‘*pUed up'^ ahead of 
the machine, Mercoids along the con- 
veyor are caused to operate as the cans 
fill up the conveyor, when the top height 
is reached the last mercoid causes the 
elevating conveyor to stop. The mer- 
coid in between operates the machine 
causing it to start again when the con- 
veying system beyond is clear. 

The control sysLem is operated by di- 
rect current. Two motor-generator seta 
furnish the direct current. The D. C. 
switchboard is made up with two 100 
ampere capacity circuits, with provision.*? 
for a third, and the necessary meters 
and field regulator. 

An idea of the amount of electrical 
equipment installed may be obtained 
from the following materials used: 

5 carloads of conduit, 

2 carloads of lead cable. 

1 carload of wire and cable. 

112 0-^ horsepower motors. 

115 %-5 horsepower motors, 

6 6-30 horsepower motors, 

3 generators. 

13 small transformers. 

6 large transformers. 

8 heaters, 

636 open outlets. 

124 concealed outlets. 

All carload lots being from 40,000 to 
50,000 pounds. 

There were also approximately $5,000 
worth of conduit fittings used on the job. 

Twenty-five wiremen were employed 
continuously for about four months. All 
men were furnished by L. U. No, 108. 
This was a 100 per cent union job in all 
crafts during the entire construction 
period. 

The Hatfield Electric Co,, of Indian- 
apolis, IruL, was the electrical contrac- 
tor. The job was under the supervision 
of Jack Conners, Dan Hirsh, engineer on 
the job, and B. C, Hansen, foreman, all 
of that firm. These are about the finest 
men ever to come to Tampa to install a 
job, and we are sorry to see them go. It 
was a pleasure to work for them. 


DIAMOND-SHAPED BUTTONS 

To wear in your coat lapel, 
carry the emblem and in- 
signia of the T. B. E. W. 
Gold faced and hand- rri 

somely enameled^ 
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PROSPECTS MODERATE FOR 
HOUSING THIS SPRING 

tContliiued from flO) 

ary home construction developments if 
these should ever constitute a real men- 
ace to their markets. There is also a 
vast investment in mortgage loan securi- 
tieSp values of which would be danger- 
ously imperiled if a new and cheaper 
type of house should achieve wide ac- 
ceptance, These interests and the power 
they represent can be expected to put 
up a solid resistance to prefabricated 
housing- There are also the contrac- 
tors who build today*^s homes — and who 
know no other line of btisiness^ — their 
organizations, the labor they employ, 
and the local building supply dealers 
they buy from*. Behind these are the 
manufacturers of brick, lumber, and 
related lines which form the primary 
materials for the substantially built 
traditional house. 

If these individuals and groups were 
not enough to defeat a development that 
seeks to jeopardize their values and 
means of livelihood, we have municipal 
governments with building codes form- 
ulated over a long period of years, which 
lay down requirements that the prefab- 
ricated house generally does not fit. 

As for setting up a national selling 
and building organization, it would seem 
that no corporation in the field, not even 
General Electric, has the money to risk 
on such an experiment. Particularly 
not for marketing a new product which 
is sure to meet with great sales resis- 
tance. Offices, show rooms, selling or- 
ganizations and erection crews would 
have to be provided, a tremendous over- 
head as a gamble against doubtful sales. 

House Marketing Ex.pensive 

The experience of a big mail order 
house 'which ventured into the residen- 
tial building field should be a deterrent. 
About two years ago the company found 
that its national home construction de- 
partment was so badly in the red that it 
seemed wiser to write off the losses and 
retire from the building business* The 
product being sold was not, in this case, 
an untried experiment, but consisted of 
a variety of substantial homes built to 
order of the customer by regular meth- 
ods of constmetion. The company 
bought lumber by the ship load, made 
great economies in purchases of all raw 
materials by large scale buying, oper- 
ated its own factories for manufacture 
of building supplies, and offered finan- 
cing. The set-up was just about per- 
fect* Yet the overhead of maintaining 
high priced executives, sales offices in 
many cities, advertising, and other ex- 
penses, swallowed up the profits faster 
than they were made. 

Xn order successfully to market a new 
product in a competitive field you must 
have something that is distinctly superior 
to what is currently offered. The house 
of today is by no means the obsolete 
relic of bygone ages* it is far out of 
the horse -and -buggy class. Its construc- 
tion, the materials used, its interior fit- 
tings and arrangements are constantly 


in a process of evolution and improve- 
ment, On the outside it like the 

house your father or your grandfather 
lived in* But practically every unit of 
material that goes into it is a better 
product than was available to genera- 
tions past. Material manufacturers are 
constantly seeking to develop better 
products, from bricks to bathtubs. And 
when a superior product is offered, in a 
surprisingly short time it comes into 
general use. The home your grandfather 
moved into with bis bride was a much 
less satisfactory structure than the new 
house of today. It would be impossible 
to enumerate the changes, both in ma- 
terials and interior planning, that have 
been made since his time. 

Take one very common and ordinary Item 
— the brick. Perhaps you would not think 
the brick had changed very much even from 
colonial days ? The old bricks were pressed 
fay hand, fired in a wood-burning kiln. .A 
variety of pretty colors were achieved, some 
of which are lost to us by present methods 
of firing, and a soft, charming texture. But 
the bricks were not packed hard enough, or 
baked hard enough or fast enough, conse- 
quently they were porous and transmitted 
dampness through the wall. Improvenjent 
in methods has evolved a hard-baked, water- 
proof brick. 

Codes Offer Standards 

In old houses you will still find mortar 
made of lime and sand, which does not re- 
tain its strength as well as cement mortar. 
You will find walls of solid brick, which 
readily transmit heat and cold, instead of 
the hollow tile back-up units now used to 
provide air space. Cinder block, into which 
furring strips may be nailed so ea.sily that 
today the cheapest masonry construction in- 
cludes interior furring, is another compara- 
tively recent discovery. 

Electric wiring, of course, has shown rapid 
development, from the old bare bulb hanging 
on a cord in the center of the room, turned 
on at the socket, to the present wall-switch, 
base-plug layout with its multitude of outlets 
provided for many purposes; from the old 
knob-and-tube wiring to the present safety 
wiring enclosed in conduit. 

The man who has been in residential build- 
ing for 30 years must have seen hundreds of 
changes and Improvements In the fabrication 
of materials, which, when they proved worthy, 
have been accepted by contractors and labor. 

Standards O'! building have also improved. 
Some people believe that old houses were 
bniit more strongly, more securely, than those 
we build now* This belief is generally wrong. 
There are remaining a few old houses excel- 
lently constructed- Theso were the finest, 
most expensive houses of their time. The 
other end of the scale, the shoddily built 
houses, have mostly been torn down. But 
taken as a whole, contractors remodeling old 
houses find that their builders did not build 
as ‘well as would have to be done under pres- 
ent city building codes* There are old houses 
in better sections of Alexandria and George- 
town, to mention some of the old locations 
close to Washington, which are substandard, 
even in their interior framing, to the specifi- 
cations of the District of Columbia building 
code. 

The building codes, which like the house 
itself, have shown a gradual evolutionary im- 
provement, have grown up through the in- 
telligent efforts of builders, architects and 
organized labor. The codes are for the pro- 
tection of the home owner. Any individual, 
or any group, seeking to break down code 


provisionsj should be viewed with suspicion. 
The same suspicion should be applied to those 
who seek to break down the working rules or 
wage standards of organised labor. The 
skilled trades are Inextricably bound into the 
progress of home building, and their stan- 
dards, their welfare, have a very definite part 
in upholding the standards of building. 

Probably the greatest progress has been 
made in the field of home *^aceessories,^^ auto- 
matic central heating plants, thermostatically 
controlled; stream-lined plumbing fixtures; 
electric refrigeration; gas or electric ranges 
and many other household machines* While 
engineering talent has succeeded admirably 
in divorcing the American housewife from 
drudgery, it has not done so without charging 
alimony, for the new machinery is a good 
deal more expensive than the old mop and 
broom* 

One reason why it is hard to bring down 
the price of new homes is that customers 
insist that a full quota of modern equipment 
be included so that it may be covered by the 
original financing* One concern did offer a 
$2,500 house. It was approximately the house 
of father's time — a five room bungalow of 
good architecture, in frame construction, 
using the best of materials and skilled labor. 
But it did not have insulation in the walls 
nor a central heating plant, radiation, nor an 
oil burner. It had only one bathroom, and 
the plumbing, while adequate, was not the 
one-piece stream-lined built-in porcelain 
kind, but was the sort father bought 30 years 
ago. In spite of the low price, few custom- 
ers were attracted* 

The modern gadgets and their installation 
may account for as much as half the cost of 
today^s home. Therefore, we say, if ma- 
terials manufacturers are actually interested 
in stimulating the home building market, let 
them do so by improving and reducing the 
price on their own products. Let them give 
us efficient automatic heating plants at half 
the present price; let them develop Inex- 
pensive light-weight radiation and plumb- 
ing fixtures. Let them cut prices on electric 
refrigerators and ranges. Let them develop 
an air conditioning system that can be in- 
cluded in the |5,()06 to $6,000 house. If they 
have money to spend on experimentation let 
them concentrate on their own field. This is 
our second suggestion to these gentlemen. 


EUROPE UNRECEPTIVE TO BARE 
NEUTRAL 

tComlnued from page 61) 

in the United States. The need for this 
protection has, consequently, been felt 
more keenly and has led to the introduc- 
tion of the leakage-trip coil and to the 
requirements quoted above in the wiring 
rules. 

It is common to incorporate a leakage- 
trip coil in the same device which fur- 
nishes overload protection so that this 
device will open the circuit in case of 
either overload or insulation failure, 
even though the latter is not of a nature 
to produce a short-circuit or a path to 
ground that would pass enough current 
to trip an overload circuit-breaker. 

In Germany 1 found that this same 
leakage-trip device was recognized in 
the rules* Its use appears to have origi- 
nated with the Rheinisch-WeEtfaelischen 
Elektricitaets-Werke Aktien Gesell- 
schaft, 'which has its headquarters at 
Wesel. The director, Herr Heinisch, 
and his staff, extended every courtesy 
to me when I took the opportunity to 
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visit them and see actual installations 
of such a device. 

The distribution of this company is 
largely in rural territory and is at S80 
volts» three-phasGp four-wire, giving 220 
volts on one phase for lighting. The 
GermaTi rules call for the kakage-trip 
device under conditions where the volt- 
age to ground can exceed 65 volts on 
any exposed metal, but this particular 
company considers 42 volts the limit for 
safety, and the tripping devices are set 
to operate whenever the voltage on ex- 
posed parts exceeds this value owing to 
leakage from a phase wire* 

Installations of this type were demon- 
strated to me in a farmhouse and barn 
and also in a creamery where there 
were a number of three-phase motors* 
Tests made in my presence showed that 
the tripping occurred definitely at a 
value of 42 volts when, by the use of a 
resistor, the voltage was grad u ally raised 
to this value. The device used in these 
cases had trips for both leakage current 
and overload, the former depending 
upon electromagnetic action, whereas 
the latter was thermally actuated. The 
factory price for such a device in small 
siKcs was stated to be not over $7. Its 
use had been largely dictated by casual- 
ties to farm animals, although it offers 
the more important, if perhaps less 
often needed, protection to human be- 
ings also. 

The only rec|uirement for similar pro- 
tection in the National Electrical Code 
is found in connection with the use of 
cranes having bare contact conductors 
in the presence of combustible fibrous 
materials (see Article H2, Harvard ous 
Locations, paragraphs 320 5-o and 

3206-n), 


IF AMERICANS CARE ENOUGH 
SLUMS CAN GO 
{Conti nucil fmm page fiSl 
of the small area bounded by Constitu- 
tion Avenue, Eleventh Street N. W., O 
Street N. W., and North Capitol Street. 
In this old section they found 60S room- 
ing houses, “hotels*' and “clubs," out 
of 1,607 such buildings in the whole 
District* The character of the “hotels" 
may be judged by the discovery that one 
of them had 80 beds in one long room, 
which was ventilated by one window at 
each end of the room* They found four 
families living in one six room house, 
many houses without toilets or running 
water, and other deplorable conditions. 
There were 32 inhabited alleys in this 
section* The estimated population of 
this section was 34,076 persons, 53 per 
cent of whom were on relief* 

“The rents,” said Mr, Ring, “are 
probably the highest in Washington con- 
sidering the values offered." 

It is in such blighted areas that the 
Alley Dwelling Authority has gone to 
work* They have proceeded as economi- 
cally as possible to acquire title to alley 
property* In 1035 they spent 0,000, 
and cleared six alleys in four squares. 
In buying the property their greatest 
difficulty was in getting in touch with ab- 
sentee owners* They succeeded in mak- 
ing their purchases at less than 10 per 


cent of the assessed valuation, a remark- 
able achievement. 

But it was not enough to tear down 
the old buildings* The alleys must be 
developed for constructive use, and the 
authority has not overlooked the oppor- 
tunity to bring a profit back into their 
working fund where possible. In one 
alley an auto repair shop is being built, 
and it is leased already* In two other 
alleys private garages are being con- 
structed to be rented to individuals* 
Title to these buildings remains with 
the United States Government* A large 
area formerly containing 40 dwellings 
will be devoted to a parking lot which 
may be either leased or operated by the 
authority, or possibly may be trans- 
ferred to the District of Columbia to be 
used as a playground* 

In certain other squares containing 
alleys the authority plans to acquire 
property and may build some houses to 
take care of the people displaced. How- 
ever, they do not intend to build in the 
alleys but on property fronting on a 
street, and in choosing locations intend 
to select areas containing some vacant 
land so that demolition expenses will not 
run too high. 

Needed Service* Performed 

The organ ixati on assists in finding 
new homes for those turned out from 
their old quarters and reports that all 
these families have been rehoused in 
privately owned dwellings except one 
family in which the father of seven 
children was on relief. This group has 
been quartered in a street dwelling 
owned by the authority. One assistant 
is employed particularly to find vacan- 
cies and direct the dispossessed families 
where to go, and help them in dealing 
with landlords after they have made 
a choice* 

We would like to mention another 
approach to this problem which has not 
been stressed as much as it might be* 
City building codes generally give the 
office of building inspector, or health in- 
spector, the power to condemn buildings 
which, by their standards, are unfit for 
human occupancy* In some cities they 
can order these structures demolished at 
the cost of the owner, who receives what- 
ever reimbursement may be found in 
the sale of salvage materials. Unfortu- 
nately, it has not been the policy of city 
governments to use these powers to their 
full effectiveness. 

Since governments, city or national, 
take their funds from the pockets of vir- 
tually the same people, the taxpayera, 
isn't it a reasonable economy for the 
city to cause demolition of as many un- 
safe and insanitary buildings as it can, 
thou^ its own powers, at the cost of 
those w’ho have perpetuated these struc- 
tures for their own profit? 

Vacant land would then be available 
and since the new buildings erected by 
government authority would not be bur- 
dened with the expense of buying and 
tearing down the old rookeries more 
funds would be left for the erection of 
more new buildings* 

Widespread condemnation of struc- 


tures unfit for human occupancy re- 
quires a stiffening of backbone on the 
part of city officials, and an increase in 
personnel for building and health in- 
spectors' offices, which generally would 
be willing to undertake the job if they 
had the necessary backing and a staff 
large enough to carry on the work* 

MOVES TO CREATE GREAT NEW 
POWER AREA 

(Continued from page 04) 

propriated, out of any money in the 
Treasury not otherwise appropriated, for 
the fiscal year ending June 30, 1937, and 
for each of the nine years thereafter, the 
sum of $5,000,000* 

Sec* 7* The Administrator is author- 
ized and empowered to bid for and pur- 
chase at any foreclosure or other sale, 
or otherwise to acquire, property pledged 
or mortgaged to secure any loan made 
pursuant to this act; to pay the purchase 
price and any costs and expenses in- 
curred in connection therewith from the 
sums authorized to be appropriated in 
section 4 of this act; to accept title to 
any property so purchased or acquired in 
the name of the United States of Amer- 
ica; to operate or lease such property; 
and to sell such property so purchased 
or acquired, upon such terms and for 
such consideration as the Administrator 
shall determine to be reasonable. 

Sec* S* The administration of loans 
and contracts entered into by the Rural 
Electrification Administration estab- 
lished by Executive Order Numbered 
7037, dated May 11, 1935, may be vested 
by the President in the Administrator 
authorized to be appointed by this act; 
and in such event the provisions of this 
act shall apply to said loans and con- 
tracts to the extent that said provisions 
are not inconsistent therewith. The 
President may transfer to the Rural 
Electrification Administration created 
by this act the jurisdiction and control 
of the records, property (including office 
equipment), and perBonnel used or em- 
ployed in the exercise and performance 
of the functions of the Rural Electrifica- 
tion Administration established by such 
executive order* 

Sec* 9. This act shall be administered 
entirely on a nonpartisan basis, and in 
the appointment of officials, the selection 
of employees, and in the promotion of 
any such officials or employees, no po- 
litical test or qualification shall be per- 
mitted or given consideration, but all 
such appointments and promotions shall 
be given and made on the basis of merit 
and efficiency* If the Administrator 
herein provided for is found by the Presi- 
dent of the United States to be guilty of 
a violation of this act, he shall be re- 
moved from office by the President, and 
any appointee or selection of officials or 
employees made by the Administrator 
who is found guilty of a violation of this 
act shall be removed by the Adminis- 
trator. 

Sex;* 10, The Administrator shall pre- 
sent annually to the Congress as soon 
as practicable after the first day of Jan- 
uary in each year a full report of his 
activities under this act. 
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Sec. 11, In order to carry out the 
provisions of this act> the Administrator 
may accept and utilize such voluntary 
-and uncompensated services of federaL 
state, and local officers and employees 
as are available, and he may appoint 
such officers and employees as he may 
find necessary, and prescribe their duties* 
Sec, 12- If any provision of this act, 
or the application thereof to any person 
-or circumstances, is held invalid, the re- 
mainder of the act and the application 
of such provision to other persons or cir- 
cumstances shall not be affected thereby- 

NATIONAL POWER POLICY IS 
GOAL 

(Cootlmied from page 6Tp) 
sources*' the following summary is pre- 
sented to Congress: 

“A primary objective of this act 
is a planned co-ordination of the 
power facilities and resources of the 
nation. The commission is directed 
to divide the country into the most 
economic regional districts and to 
accomplish, either by voluntary ac- 
tion of the utilities themselves, or by 
compulsory commission action on 
the plea of a state commission or a 
public utility, the interconnection 
and co-ordination of power facilities 
within such districts. Authority 
over transfers and consolidations of 
operating facilities subject to the 
commission's jurisdiction is given to 
the commission as a necessary 
means toward developing this co- 
ordination process and the main- 
tenance of adequate service. 

“Soon after the enactment of the new 
Public Utility Act, numerous applica- 
tions were filed with the commission by 
interstate electric utilities for approval 
of proposed consolidations and acquisi- 
tions of utility facilities and assets pur- 
suant to section 203. Tjikewiae, approxi- 
mately 800 applications for authority to 
hold dual or multiple positions as inter- 
locking officers or directors of public 
utilities were received under section 305 
(b) of the new Statute- 

Planned, Co-ordinated Power 
“These provisions for a planned, co 
ordinated power development are to be 
properly construed, in the commisaion’a 
opinion, in the light of the accumulated 
evidence before the Congress, that con- 
trol of electric rates is not sufficient in 
itself to assure an adequate supply of 
electric energy, and that if this is to be 
realized, rate control must be supple- 
mented by authority to bring about a 
geographically and economically inte- 
grated power system. In these provis- 
ions which contemplate the most eco- 
nomic organization of the power re- 
sources of the country, we see a larger 
application of that principle laid down 
by the Congress in the Federal Water 
Power Act of 1920 which requirea that 
hydroelectric development, subject to 
federal jurisdiction, shall conform to the 
most comprehensive and economic plan 
for the best utilization of the water- 
power resources of the nation." 


LABOR TAKES RULING CYNICALLY 
BUT CALMLY 

(Contlmied from page ESO) 

“reasonable competition-" Reasonable 
competition, of course, means any com- 
petition, or lack of competition, that the 
Supreme Court finds reasonable* Its 
mildness toward “conspiracy in the re- 
straint of trade" when members of the 
same industry discussed prices, is ex- 
emplifiod by this statement from the 
Maple Flooring Decision: 

“It was admitted by several witnesses, 
however, that upon occasion, the trend 
of price and future prices became the 
subject of discussion outside the meet- 
ing, among individual representatives of 
the defendants attending the meeting* 
The government, however, does not 
charge, nor is it contended, that there 
was any understanding or agreement 
whether express or implied at the meet- 
ings or elsewhere, in respect to prices." 

In short, whether trade associations 
tend to restrain trade is to be deter- 
mined by results of their mutual agree- 
ment, not by supposition of motive. 

In contrast to these two cases liber- 
alizing the anti-trust laws in order that 
trade associations might have a chance 
to thrive, are two deciaions affecting 
trade unions promulgated about the 
same time* These cases are United 
States vs. Journeymen Stone Cutters 
Association, and Bedford Cut Stone 
Company vs. Journeymen Stone Cutters* 
Association. Both of these cases were 
prompted by anti-union forces, namely, 
by the League for Industrial Eights, and 
did not arise out of a group of natural 
causes. They were an attempt of hostile 
forces to destroy trade unions. The 
key clauses of the Bedford Cut Stone 
cases stand out in marked contrast to 
the key clauses in the Maple Flooring 
case. The U. S, Supreme Court says. 
In the Bedford Cut Stone case: 


“An act which might be done by one may, 
when done by many acting in concert, take 
on the form of & conspiracy and become a 
public wrong, and may be prohibited if the 
reauit bo hurtful to the public or to indi- 
viduals against whom such concerted action 
is directed. • • • jhe record does not 

disetose whether petitioner at the time of 
bringing suit had auffered actual injury; 
but that is not material. An intent to re- 
strain interfitate rommercc being shown, it 
is enough to Justify eguitable interposition 
by injunction, if there be a dangerous prob- 
ability that such injury will happen; and 
this clearly appears. The Anti-Truat Act 
directs itseir agaftist that dangerous prob- 
ability aa well aa against the completed 
reault," 


When 200 mem- 
bera of the maple 
flooring industry got 
together to discusa 
prices in tho indus- 
try, and when, there- 
after, but not neces- 
sarily as a result 
of this discussion, 
prices of maple 
flooring reach the 
same level, this is 
not conspiracy in 
restraint of trade. 


When 5,000 trade 
unioniats quit work 
in certain localities, 
where non-union cut 
stone is being used, 
this IB restraint of 
trade, inasmuch as 
it is proved to the 
satisfaction of tho 
high court that they 
intended restraint 
of trade, whether or 
not the employers 
had suffered actual 
Injury* 


Guess Work Acceptable 

The process of liberaUsation of anti-trust 
laws in behalf of trade associations turns 
upon the very definite and provnUle ground 
of results. The process of fossilizing anti- 
trust laws in opposition to trade uni'* as 
turns upon the very vague, unascertai’ ^ble 
ground of Intent. 

Tho unequal balance of the law in these 
coses may be vividly seen if the decisions 
are reversed. 

Trade Association Decision Applied to 
Trade Unions 

“It was not the purpose or the intent of 
the Sherman Anti-trust Law to inhibit the 
intelligent operation of trade unions, nor do 
we conceive that its purpose was to sup- 
press such influences as might affect the 
operations of interstate commerce through 
the applications to them of the collective 
intelligence of those engaged in production, 
enlightened by accurate information as to 
the essential elements of self-preservation.” 

Trade Union Decisions .Applied to Trade 
xissociatinna 

"An act which might be done by one when 
done by many in concert takes on the form 
of a conspiracy and becomes a public wrong, 
and may be prohibited if the result be hurt- 
ful to the public or to individuals against 
whom such concerted action is directed. 
* V ♦ record does not disclose 

whether petitioners at the time of bringing 
suit had suffered actual injury; but this is 
not material. An intent to restrain inter- 
state commerce being ahowup It Is enough 
to Justify equitable iulerposition by injunc- 
tion, if there be a dangerous probability 
that fluch Injury will happen; and this 
clearly happens. The Anti-Trust Act di- 
rects itself against that dangerous probabil- 
ity as well as against the complete result.” 

Had these decisions been actually re- 
versed, another industrial society would 
perhaps he in the making. As it stands, the 
partiality of the court is glaring. 

It will be very, very difficult to prove to 
the honest mind that there is anything in- 
herent in the anti-trust laws themselves, 
which accounts for this partiality. The con- 
ception of law as some metaphysical entity, 
above and beyond, the hard, crass human 
circumstance, falls heavily to the ground, 
and is Ignominiously shattered. These de- 
cisions are seen for what they are, declara- 
tions of policy by the Supreme Court. That 
tribunal made up of lawyers, who feel much 
nearer to business than they do to labor, 
permitted the state, i, e., th© law, to aid and 
abet th© formation and development of 
trade associations, and permitted the state 
to hamper and retard the development of 
trade unions. 

This suras up an inequality before the law 
that is intolerable to a just mind. It pre- 
sents a situation utterly antagonistic to the 
American conception of government. It 
represents legalized unfairness, which will 
appear again and again to poison human 
relations, and to accentuate labor's sense of 
disadvantage. 



VEST CHAIN SLIDE CHARM 

A watch charm so fine 
looking you'll enjoy wearing 
it Of 10-karat gold trimined 
^th a circle of tiny im- 
itation pearls, and clearly 
diaplaying the!. B, E. 

W, insignia. Priced only 
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COURT DICTATORSHIP HIT BY 
LEGISLATORS 

(Ccmtinuf^d from ftt) 

article I of the Constitution or under 
article XVI of the amendments thereto, 
with respect to the I'eneral welfare, com- 
merce among the states, taxation, or the 
issuance of money or the prescription of 
the legal- tender rights thereof, or (b) 
which affects, or purports to affect, rights 
under article V or section 1 of article 
XVI of the amendments to the Constitu- 
tion, with respect to due process 'when 
the rights affected are not procedural in 
nature. 


The text of the bill limiting the power 
of the courts introduced by Representa- 
ti%^e Cross is as follows : 

74rji CONGUESi? 

2l> BtIHKiOX 

H, R. 9478 

IN THE 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
January 3, 1936 

Mr, Cross, of Texas, introduced the fol- 
lowing billj which was referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary and or- 
dered to be printed, 

A Bill 

Providing that in all cases filed in an 
inferior federal court the court shall 
pass upon both questions of law and 
fact with the exception that no inferior 
court shall pass upon the constitution- 
ality of an Act of Congress; and fur- 
ther providing that the Supreme Court 
in deciding any case on appeal shall 
pass upon both questions of law and 
fact with the exception that it shall 
not pass in such cases upon the consti- 
tutionality of an Act of Congress, 

Be it enacted by the ScTUtte and House 
of Repre&entativea of the United States 
of America in Congress assembled^ That 
in alt cases filed in an inferior federal 
court, the court shall pass upon both 
questions of law and fact, with the ex- 
ception that no inferior federal court 
shall consider any plea which attacks the 
constitutionality of an Act of Congress, 
and any such plea shall be ordered by the 
court stricken from the record. 

Sec, 2, That in all cases which may 
be appealed to the Supreme Court of the 
United States the court shall pass upon 
the rights of the parties both as to law 
and fact; but in no case before the court 
on appeal shall the court pass upon or 
consider any plea which raises the ques- 
tion of the constitutionality of an Act of 
Congress, 

MORGANS BEGIN AND END IN 
MUNITIONS 
(Cotitinued from pa^e 5G> 
to pay Morgan the |22 demanded for 
each of the five thousand carbines, where- 
upon Morgan pressed his claim. Thus 
it was that case of J. Pierpont Morgan 
vs, the United States Government came 
into the public records. It figured as 
case No, 97, To adjudicate this claim. 


as well as many other similar claims, 
the Secretary of War appointed a com* 
mission composed of J, Holt and Robert 
Dale Owen, son of the famous Robert 
Owen, 

“Reporting on July 1, 1862, this com- 
mission stated that 104 cases, involving 
demands upon the national treasury to 
the extent of 5 0,00 0,0 00 had been re- 
ferred to it, and that it had cut out $17,- 
000,000 of claims as extravagant and 
fraudulent. In passing upon Morgan's 
claim it declared that General Fremont 
had no authority to contract for the rifles, 
but that it, the committee, recognised 
a legal obligation on the part of the gov- 
ernment arising from the fact that the 
arms passed into the service of the army. 
As the best way out of a bad bargain it 
decided to pay Morgan at the rate of 
$13,31 a carbine, and it pointed out that 
even at this price Morgan and Stevens 
stood to make $49,000 above the price 
at which the rifles had been sold to them 
by the United States, Under this ruling 
a total of $56,550 was paid to Morgan 
by the government, which sum was ac- 
cepted on account only, 

“This settlement, however, was not 
satisfactory to the claimants; the full 
pound of blood was demanded. Suit 
was brought in the court of claims at 
Washington for $68,000 more. This 
lime the ease was entitled Simon 
Stevens vs. The United States Govern- 
ment. In the statement of the case be- 
fore the court the fact was emphasized 
that, according to the government, the 
carbines had been inspected and pro- 
nounced unserviceable by the govern- 
ment ordnance officer. In delivering his 
decision Judge Peck saidi ^By an ar- 
rangement between Stevens and one J, 
Pierpont Morgan the voucher for the 
first 2,500 carbines delivered was to 
be made out in the name of Morgan, 
which was done; the said voucher was 
signed by F. D, Cadwallader, captain of 
ordnance. United States Army, and was 
for the sum of $56,660, By further ar- 
rangement this voucher went into the 
hands of Messrs. Ketchum, Son and 
Company,' This voucher was paid on 
or about September 10, 1861. The other 
2,500 rifles, the court said, had also been 
received by Fremont. 

"These are the facts as set forth in 
unimpassioned court records. 

"Did Morgan and his associates get 
their full demands from the govern- 
ment? They did. Judge Peck held that 
when Fremont had agreed to buy the 
rifles he had entered into a contract 
which bound the government, and that a 
contract was a contract. The court took 
no cognizance of the fact that the worth- 
less, condemned rifles had been repre* 
seated as new, nor did it consider the 
fact that the money with which they had 
been bought from the government was 
virtually government money, It gave 
Stevens a judgment against the govern- 
ment for $58,176. 

"It was this particular decision which 
assured the open sesame for the holders 
of what were then cynically called ‘dead- 
horse claims' to collect the full amount 
of their swindling operation. The gov- 


ernment could now plead itself defense- 
less against the horde of contractors who 
had bribed officials to accept decayed 
ships and defective armor, worthless 
arms and shoddy clothing, flimsy tents, 
blankets and shoes, and haversacks 
which came to pieces, adulterated food 
and similar equipment and supplies. As 
for criminal action, not a single one of 
these defrauders went to prison, or 
stood any danger of it; the courts 
throughout the land were perennially 
busy rushing off petty defrauders to im- 
prisonment and employing the full puni- 
tive power of their machinery against 
poor, uninfluential offenders. 

“This was the real beginning of J. 
Pierpont Morgan's business career; the 
facts are there immovable and unas- 
sailable in the public records. This was 
the brand of ‘patriot' he and his fellow 
capitalists were; yet ever since, and 
especially so today, clergy and poli- 
ticians and shallow, obsequious 'writers 
saturate the public with myths all de- 
signed to prove Morgan's measureless 
benevolence and lofty patriotism,** 

Thus the house of Morgan began and 
continues in the business of munitions. 


I. L. C. TAKES ON NEW 
IMPORTANCE 

(Cotitlmiod fram pnire 53) 

of democracy on that continent by their 
constant pressure against Nazism and 
Fascism. 

Hitlerlfim Billerly Attacked 

A sweeping resolution was passed last 
May against the Nazi terror and this has 
been re-affirmed and encouragement 
given to the masses of Germany, Austria 
and Italy from time to time. The reso- 
lution follows: 

“In the last few months there has 
been an aggravation of the persecution 
and mass arrests in Nazi Germany, in 
addition to the fact that thousands of 
decent people and trade unionists have 
for months past been lying in prison 
and concentration camp, where they are 
subjected to the most brutal ill-treat- 
ment. The terror in Germany has not 
been relaxed in the slightest, but has 
on the contrary become more accentu- 
ated, and the brutal methods of Nazi 
domination day by day do still further 
violence to all the laws of humanity, 

“The general council of the IFTU, 
meeting in Copenhagen, from the 21st 
to the 24th of May, 1935, draws the 
attention of world public opinion to 
these facts. Bearing in mind the cold- 
blooded and cowardly murder of the 
trade union leader, Husemann, the whole 
of the civilized world must rise up in 
protest against the Nazi dictatorship and 
its methods of government, which even 
include the weapon of treacherous mur- 
der as an instrument of policy. 

“The general council urges all free- 
dom-loving and democratically-minded 
people to stand solidly behind its demand 
for increased opposition to the Nazi dic- 
tatorship, to extend and intensify the boy- 
cott and to use all their energies in the 
fight for freeing the victims of Fascism. 
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To this end the general council of the 
IFTU demands that an international 
commission be set up to inquire into 
Nazi atrocities. While expressing its 
warmest sympathy with and admiration 
for the courageous men, women and 
young people who are engaged in such a 
heroic fight against the Nazi dictator- 
ship, it appeals to everyone to give the 
utmost encouragement to them in their 
struggle and it urges all supporters of a 
real civilization and all democratic gov* 
ernments and institutions to support the 
iFTU^s demand and thus help to get it 
realized through the pressure of world 
public opinion." 

It is apparent that the progressive 
forces of Europe for peace and democ- 
racy reside in the trade union move- 
ment. The trade union movement is 
the dynamic section of the International 
Labour Conference. 

MADAME, HERE IS YOUR 
PURCHASING AGENT 

(Con tinned from pflge 55) 
per cent of the earnings go to an educa- 
tional fund; 5 per cent to an organiza- 
tional fund; and 5 per cent to a reserve 
fund. The rest is distributed to members 
in good standing in proportion to their 
purchases. This of course follows the 
Rochdale plan. 

In January, the Electrical Workers 
Journal ran an article by E, E. Ingles, 
vice president, discussing the British 
WTholesale Co-operative Society of Great 
Britain, the largest merchandising unit 
in the Empire. It may well be that Co- 
operative Distributors, Inc., although 
beginning modestly, has thought through 
clearly the problem of merchandising, 
and established its organization on such 
lines that it will grow into a great mer- 
chandising unit like the Rochdale 
co-operative, 

PROPAGANDA RIDES HER BROOM 
AGAIN 

(Continued from page 50) 
his hands aghast at this spectacle of a 
house wiring investment cost of ?240 or 
more per k.w, of peak load. Of course, 
Damon should have added $40 for range 
wiring or even a few dollars more, and 
he would have had an adequately wired 
house, whose peak load could hardly 
have been discussed by him as less than 
7 to 10 k,w. Even a special pleader 
should hardly have missed this $120 or 
$150 wiring with a peak load of 7 to 10 
k.w%, with its $15 per k,w. investment. 
No mature engineer could miss this cor- 
rect story. To tell a story about $80 and 
a !4 k.w. peak savors of the bedtime 
stories for very young children. As any- 
one knows, ’4 k.w. does not carry a flat 
iron, a toaster, etc., which no one — cer- 
tainly no engineer — can fail to know are 
a part of the peak load of even the most 
inadequately wired house (even a bogey- 
man house). This $240 per k.w, story 
is a very sad one* 

Of course, $15 per k.w. is the correct 
figure. Friend Damon must give up his 
horrible example as to how reprehensible 
wiring is to cost so much and do so little. 
TIis parallel story as to how exemplary 


central station construction is, with a 
cost of only $100 per k.w., then fails 
rather flat. Of course, as a matter of 
fact, one cost has nothing whatever to 
do with the other, anyway. No donbt, 
Damon will see this absence of compara- 
bility, when a comparison no longer pro- 
vides a whitewash for the central sta- 
tion and a black mark for the naughty 
wiring man* In other words, Damon has 
been barking np an empty tree. There 
is no game treed there, even if somebody 
has told Damon there was, and told him 
to tell the public so. 

Fallacy six; Friend Damon, on the 
basis of his own (or someone else*s) 
deceiving and irrelevant figures, pro- 
ceeds, not like an engineer, but like the 
mystery man in some old mystery play, 
to jump to a predetermined conclusion: 
an assertion that the point of culpa- 
bility (and Damon is not content to dis- 
cuss without assigning blame, apparently 
so as to ward it away from some other 
point) is wiring cost. Damon makes this 
his thesis, title, assertion and marshaling 
of claims: "Wiring cost is culpable," 

The facts, even those he himself ad- 
duces, show dearly that wiring cost is 
the littlest and least culpable cost, the 
least advantageous to attack, the last 
one to attack (if the consumer’s advan- 
tage is what is being sought, as we shall 
hope will be friend Damon’s motive). 

Fallacy seven: The big overall fal- 

lacy is in the ivriter’s evident and laugh- 
able determination to keep everyone 
(including himself?) misled into think- 
ing of wiring costs and only of wiring 
costs as being culpable and a proper 
point of attack. If he says it often 
enough and loud enough, it must be 
so. 

Plays Utility Game 

This would not be quite so culpable a 
tort on friend Damon’s part, even though 
he is an engineer and sworn guardian of 
public interest (not private), if he con- 
fined himself to making a claim, on what 
he might he conceded to believe is a pre- 
sentation of facts, that wiring costs are 
too high and must be reduced by those 
who are responsible for wiring costs. 
The real badness and culpability of 
friend Damon’s crusade is that he pro- 
ceeds in an effort to secure certain quite 
specific changes in wiring practice, as 
though he felt himself qualified to lay 
out a course for the public to pursue. 
He must tell the world how wiring should 
be done to make it cheap. This is the 
sad thing in his ease. He proceeds to 
plead for certain changes in wiring 
w’hich have been solely a promotion of 
certain utility men of the younger and 
more ruthless generation (as Theodore 
Roosevelt called them, "malefactors of 
great wealth"). Can we believe Damon 
did not and does not know that these 
changes in wiring have been a promotion 
solely of utilities? Well, we are torn 
between wonder and our cold sense. We 
want to believe Damon’s motives are 
right and that he sins through ignorance 

-a "phobia’' implanted in his mind. 

After all. he is only one of many (uni- 
versity professors among them) who are 


busily sowing seed handed them by 
utilities. 

Damon says these utility promoted 
changes in interior wiring are essential 
to the "larger life," Larger life for 
whom? For the utilities whose much 
more significant rates he has been at 
pains to whitewash and from which he 
has sedulously attempted to divert in- 
quiry and criticism? For the makers of 
appliances, whose costs Damon has al- 
most as wholly whitewashed as compared 
to his unmitigated attack on wiring costs, 
in comparison "praising by faint dam- 
nation” the far higher appliance costs? 
Not for the public, certainly, since no 
sane person tackles a possible reduction 
in his annual expenses by giving first 
and sole attention to an $8.60 item, to the 
neglect of correlative $100 and $135 ones 
demanding real attention. The public is 
not going to allow spell-binders to divert 
attention from real opportunities for 
saving to bogey opportunities. How fool- 
ish is Mr. Damon (or his informants) to 
think the public will remain hypnotized. 
In his present position, Damon should 
not let himself be branded with his utility 
"mark of the beast.” His job is to repre- 
sent the public. He is too good a man to 
deceive and be deceived. Let him do his 
proper job, say vre Smithsons. 

If we are to have comparisons of wiring 
costs and energy costs, let us have fair 
comparisons. If we seek savings, let us 
not try to save half of an annual cost of 
$8.50 while averting our faces from an 
annual cost of $100 or $150. A change of 
energry rate of l/5c per k.w. would mean 
enough saving to the consumer annually 
to pay for Ms wiring completely, and let 
him continue to have the safe, standard 
wiring which has given Americans the 
best electrical service in the w'orld for the 
past 30 years. 

Let our motto he, "The public be in- 
formed ” Also, "Let facts (not fancies) 
decide,” 

We shall appreciate hearing from Mr. 
Damon (or from his informants and ad- 
visors) in any attempt to show that the 
fallacies we are pointing out are not 
such, in fact. We expect it will be neces- 
sary, soon, for the utilities to redivert 
their attention avray from the red her- 
ring of wiring cost which these utili- 
ties have been so expensively drawing 
across their own trail, and for these 
utilities to actually give a convincing 
demonstration of “minding their own 
business” — the business of cleaning their 
own house. And a mighty necessary 
business it is, too, for a very unclean 
house. How about reducing those $100 
and $135 annual charges by $8.50 or so, 
you utilities? 

It was the big wolf who muddied the 
stream, not the little lamb whom he ac- 
cused, in order to justify himself in 
gobbling up the poor lamb. We Smith- 
sons have decided we do not vdsh our 
wiring lamb to be gobbled up by the 
rapacious utility w^olf. Or is it just a 
joke, this story about high wiring costs? 
If so, let us laugh together, and go ahead 
on a sensible program. Even a wolf can 
reform and we mean to see that this one 
does. 
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WOMAN’S WORK 

(ConUnued fr&tn pape 7 D) 

invited occasionally to send speakers to 
tell about how their groups are organ- 
ised, their aims and activities. Electrical 
workers* auxiliaries in neighboring 
cities are notified that the new group 
has been formed, with a cordial invita- 
tion to any of their members who may 
be in the city, to join in at the meetings, 

Auxiliat-ieA MaJce Own Plain 

No rules can be laid down for the 
formation of auxiliaries in the I, B, E* 
W. since they are informal, local, volun- 
Ury groups; but so many calls for 
information have been made that we 
are seeking to give a few words 
of advice in the above narrative, 
which we hope may be helpful. The 
Woman's Work department of the 
Journal accepts and publishes auxiliary 
correspondence, and asks to be notified 
of the formation of new groups in order 
that a list may be kept. 

While each group draws up its own 
constitution and by-laws, which is ac- 
cepted by a vote of its membership, we 
are offering as a guide a sample one on 
the following page, which may be 
adapted or used as desired. 


TWO VIEWS ADVERSE TO COURT 

(Ccmtimiecl from page 48 ) 

the specific enumeration of powers fol- 
lowing the general welfare provision. 

Completely Mistinderatoodl 

“Those strict constructionists who 
have hailed this decision with delight as 
adopting their philosophy, will soon find 
they have completely misunderstood it 

“The court, however, having seized 
this broad and sweeping power for the 
federal government, immediately di- 
verts its exercise from Congress and the 
President, elected by the people, to the 
court, appointed for life. This result 
was accomplished in the following 
manner: 

Appropriate Power 

“The words ^general welfare* are as 
comprehensive as language can make 
them. Of course, it becomes necessary 
for some agency to determine what is 
for the general welfare- The govern- 
ment agency that determines the scope 
of that expression is the agency that can 
govern the United States. 

“The amazing elfect of the AAA de- 
cision is that a majority of the court has 
not only asserted the court's right to de- 
termine what is for the general welfare, 
but has struck down the AAA statutes 
on the chief ground that the legislation 
was not for the general welfare. 

Contrary to Cotiilitution 

“The seizure of power, in my opinion, 
is a palpable appropriation of constitu- 
tional legislative duties. And I believe 
this court action to be contrary both 
to the letter and the spirit of the 
Constitution. 


“This all-embracing power," he said, 
“is subject to no control whatsoever. 
The people did not elect the court, nor 
can they remove its members. By this 
decision the majority of the court, and 
its members, social and economic predi- 
lections, have supplanted the constitu- 
tion as the supreme law of the land." 

Professor McBain: 

The Hoosac decision of the Supreme 
Court, smashing the AAA, was “a shin- 
ing and warning example of judicial 
supremacy at its worst," in the opinion 
of Howard Lee McBain, Columbia Uni- 
versity graduate dean and profeasor of 
constitutional law, 

“Who ever heard of a state's exercis- 
ing any such right (to control farm pro- 
ductions) ?“ he asked. 

Ludicrous Policy 

“A more ludicrous policy for any state 
to attempt on Its own could scarcely 
be imagined * * ♦ It would be difficult 
to discover a more inappropriate subject 
of law as a text for the court's spread- 
eagle remarks on the danger of destroy- 
ing the local self-govemment of the 
states and ‘obliterating the constituent 
members of the union.' ” 

“An unbiased mind,” he said, “is 
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driven almost in spite of itself to suspect 
that the court was not prompted and 
governed, as it should have been, solely 
by the desire and purpose to apply to the 
law a rational interpretation of the Con- 
stitution. This suspicion would be justi- 
fied even if the dissenting Justices had 
been less accusatory in their impli- 
cations.” 

“Why was the general welfare clause 
avoided?” he asks, and then answers : 
“Possibly because it would have been 
palpably absurd to declare that nation- 
wide relief for the distress of agricul- 
ture was not for the general welfare, 
but possibly also because of the magni- 
tude of the implications of such a doc- 
trine as applied to numerous other laws 
of Congress, involving both in retrospect 
and prospect untold billions of dollars.” 

McBain believes that because the tide 
is running against the New Deal there 
will be no reprisal immediately against 
the court, but he warns ominously that 
the decision will rise to “torment the de- 
fenders of judicial supremacy long after 
the issue of the fanners' relief has be- 
come a historical episode.” 

“It may ultimately have more pro- 
found effect upon American institu- 
tional development than all of the New 
Deal experiments rolled into one." 
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ON EVERY JOB 


a. 

Qi (Xxio 


h 


it Uk€ jl/oaterff07i afvaj/ from 

Camp Apacht^ to u-s don*i have to worru 
about him $o fnitok, H e ha^e a pietnre of 
John and our old pat, Hendrick f %vhich we ore 
gohip to pretty tocm — 7na|/&e «etet 

month — m keep your own hair on, WalUtI 

WPA 

Depression is over, 

We are happy again. 

We'll soon be in clove? 

With millions a£ men. 

Plumbers nre laying 
The brick on the school Sj 
And musicians are painting 
Our big swimming pools. 

The electrician's bclpcFt 
For the lowest pay, 
is fixing some hot stuff 
For the WPA, 

The fioating linemen 
Are building the roads^ 

And bridgemen are driving 
The trucks with their loa<ls. 

If a white collar finds you 
He will ask you a score 
Of darn fool questions 
You've answered before. 

But, keep up your courage 
And try to feel gay; 

YouUI soon take a tumble 
On the WPA. 

John F. MASTgnaoN, L O, 

« • * 

Tko ytiltt in the office, Doi^ the Oopyreader 
rttfd Edith the Proofreader, )iad a meemge 
from iSachie of L. U. No. 211, in the January 
Journal, which ikr.y thongKi woe fuel lovety, 
and they aeked if they coidd “pleaee^* tend a 
reply through thie column, B’aff, girU, you 
don*t often get a cfuince to anewer back, so 
well be gencrone. Here tt is: 

To ^^Bocky" 

Well never call you “Batchie" any more, 

And we sure do thank you for the love end 
kisscet 

But if wo should reach A. C. to collect them 
p^erson'lly. 

Please toll us how ivould that go with the 
missus? 

i * i 

Dedicated to Doug, Graham 

Why is it at lunch time it’s always the guy 
Who to make the noon coffee himeelf wouldn't 
try, 

Will be the first one to let out a bleat, 

Like* **The one made this java surely did 
cheat.'' 

And he’ll rant and he’ll rave and he'll holler 
like —11, 

And this to the cook he very plainly will tell; 
"Your 'moko' ta plumb rotten, that's what me- 
thinks* 

If 1 used such expressions I’d say that it 
stinkal " 

Thewt* reiiuirky dun’t riil« quite well with mc. 
For by now you must gather 1 made that 
coffee. 

A. W. B.* 

L. U. No. 9. 


IFftttf tt picinre thie guy, Sleepy Steve, can 
paint! Alt he left out tea® **The Face ott the 
ffam-oom FloorP 

To a couple of buddies aC ifte liar of the 
**Bucket. of Blood** to/vern, 1 rmd my Honiiet: 

Springtlinc In Chicago 

Poets, from Chaucer down to Kddlo Guest* 
Have written praise of Spring in ardent 
rhyme, 

Proclaiming Spring, of all seasons, the best — 
Barkeep, make a tvhhkoy sour this 

time* 

But Spring s to me a sharp and shooting 
pain — 

A Roughneck: **TeIl lAia mug fo stow his 
gu^r 

Season of head colds* slush and sleet and 
rain — 

Another Guyi “Go on, Kid, do your stuff*'* 
Could I with anaesthetic from a cup 
'Tween Wintertime and Summer bridge the 

gap— 

The Roughneck: “Tell this Sap to dum7M]/ up." 
The oCAcr Gu^ir: “IFAu called this poet a 
Sapr* 

“Who called this Sap a poet? Take t/wtt/” 
WHAM! 

Srtid /: "37ic party’s getting rough; icCc 
scrow.” 

SiJjXPY Sn:vE, 

I,. U. No. 

• • « 

PHy a Poor Sailor On a Night Like This I 

Jack Tarpaulin liked his grog. While freely 
imbibing he became over exuberant and 
challanged any man in the tavern to fistic 
combat. Unhesitatingly a do^cn or more 
flats hit him in salvo, followed with a force- 
ful ejection from the premlsos. W’ith notice- 
able abrasions and contusions about the face 
(a medical term for a black eye and a punch 
on the nose), Jack staggered across the street 
in front of an oncoming car and was bumped, 
contracting a broken leg. An ambulance 
rushed Jack to the hospital, but while cn 
route another car sideswiped them and the 
ambulance careened over on its side and 
caught fire. Bystanders hastily summoned 
assistance hy calling the police and fire de- 
partments, but in the mean time, safely ex^ 
tricated the occupants of said ambulance 
with slight injuries — plus Jack's broken leg. 
However* another car was commandeered and 
Jack finally reached his destmation — the 
hospital. 

A friend* anxious about Jack's condition, 
phoned the hoapitsl and the following con- 
versation took place: 

"Hello, is this the General Hospital?” 
"Yea, this is the General Hoapitai,” 

"Pd like to know the condition of Mr. 

Tarpaulin?’' 

"He is resting comfortably, thank you!” 

William E, Hanson, 

L, U. No, 103. 

P, S. — This recently happened In the im- 
mediate neighborhood. Jack, by the way, 
happens to be a particular friend of mine. 
Sn* therefore, I can vouch for the story* 


Giri-Rettinants 
( ,After-Chrl5tiims rtrftections ) 

1. 

Little Jimmie is all in tears, 

Over his tricycle's ruined gears, 

W’ith the scooter damaged at its junction; 
And, alas, it breaks bis heart. 

For his choo-choo train wouldn't start 
And that swell riot gun ceased to function? 

II. 

And Gloria Is worrying. 

Excitedly scurrying, 

All a-flutter with anxiety's alarm; 

She's seeking competent aid 
To have the carriage re-made 

And replace her mamma-dolPs eye and 
arm, 

m. 

And daddy looks so wise* 

Having gotten those ties 

He’d sent to his brother the Y'ule before 
last: 

Here’s ma’s gift from thoughtful Marge, 

Hose that proved much too large 

And a gown that had seen a better past! 

IV. 

There are gifts that excel the purest gold. 
Indestructible as the eternal sun: 

Good will, faith the portals nf joy'll unfold* 
And bring true happiness to every onel 

Abe Glick* 

L* U. lfo» 3* New York City. 

* « « 

Oh rita, oh my! This is like old home week 
to see Tip Reynolds again. How many of 
youse guys remember “The Grunt us** f 

Like 'Em or Leave 'Em 

I don't know much about TV A, 

Not a dime could I bum from the RFC; 
I failed to land with the WPA, 

My hair was too gray for the CCC. 

AMRF and FHA 
The BIA or FLB, 

Are Greek, Just like EHFA, 

EIBW or CBC. 

IVe heard of PWEHG, 

Tve likewise heard of just VA; 

1 saw in print Ti.ACC» 

Got nothing from them or PWA. 

I admit small knowledge of AAA, 

A little, too, 'bout HOLC, 

But I'm lost again in the PCA, 

ECPI.0 or FRB. 

And still we have FCUC 
Confusing like FERA, 

Or riddles like JSLB, 

Which fool UB as did APA. 

LEGS I'm glad ore mine, 

EVES* a few brains, too. 

Oh, BOY* how I still shine 
In passing out my lOU! 

Tip Reynolds, 

Local No. 



^■T ^^HEN, AS THE RESULT OF YEARS 
OF EDUCATION AND DEBATE. A 
MAJORITY OF THE PEOPLE HAVE 
DECIDED UPON A REMEDY FOR AN EVIL 
FROM WHICH THEY SUFFER, AND HAVE 
CHOSEN A LEGISLATURE AND EXECUTIVE 
PLEDGED TO EMBODY THAT REMEDY BY 
LAW. AND THE LAW HAS BEEN FINALLY 
PASSED AND APPROVED, I REGARD IT AS 
MONSTROUS THAT A BENCH OF JUDGES 
SHALL THEN SAY TO THE PEOPLE, "YOU 
MUST BEGIN ALL OVER AGAIN." 


— -Theodore Roosevelt, 
at Carnegie Hall, March 20, 1912. 










